BIBLE  TEMPERANCE. 


I. - ORIGIN  OF  THE  WAR  ON  EARTH  BETWEEN  HEAVEN  AND  HELL. 


On  the  side  of  Hslt 


On  the  side  of  Heaven  — 


Combatants  : — God  au  •  all  His  l  yul  subjects  ;  Satan  and  all  fallen  sp 

Motives : —  Love;  -  -  •  -  -  -  Hate. 

Armory  : —  Truth  in  all  its  aspects  ;  -  -  Falsehood  in  e^ery  form. 


0 D  is  a  Spirit ;  and  they  that  worship  Him  must  worship  Him 


vx  in  spirit  and  in  truth  (John  iv.  24).”  God  thinks,  speaks,  and 
acts  according  to  His  own  sovereign  will,  which  is  always  holy,  and 
just,  and  good.  In  the  exercise  of  that  sovereign  will,  it  has  pleased 
Him,  in  various  periods  of  the  past  eternity,  to  create  innumerable 
spirits,  angels  and  souls  of  men,  in  His  own  image  and  likeness.  Each 
spirit  has  been  endowed  by  Him  with  various  capacities  or  powers  of 
thought,  word,  and  action,  under  the  guidance  and  control  of  a  sepa¬ 
rate,  independent  ,free  will  of  its  own,  but  each  always  bound  by  both 
duty- and  interest  to  exercise  that  free  will  only  in  harmony  with  the 
sovereign  will  of  God,  which  constitutes  the  universal,  immutable, 
inflexible  law.  Any  violation  of  the  Divine  will  or  law  by  any  spirit 
is  sin,  which  inevitably  incurs  degradation  and  punishment.  At  some 
remote  period  of  the  past  unknown  to  man,  a  vast  multitude  of  spirits 
in  heaven,  under  the  leadership  of  an  archangel  now  called  Satan  or 
the  Devil,  moved  by  discontent,  envy,  or  pride,  rebelled  against  the 
will  of  the  benign  Greator ;  and,  because  of  their  rebellion  and  sin, 
they  were  cast  out  of  heaven  into  a  place  of  punishment  prepared  for 
them,  called  hell.  The  facts  of  this  rebellion,  expulsion,  and  punish¬ 
ment,  as  indicated  throughout  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  are  more  fully, 
vividly,  dramatically,  and,  we  believe,  truthfully  portrayed  in  Milton’s 
Paradise  Lost,  than  in  any  other  human  composition. 

These  hosts  of  outcast  spirits,  though  expelled  from  heaven,  are 
not  yet  finally  confined  in  hell.  Under  their  mighty  leader,  they  are 
in  possession  of  their  great  intellectual  powers,  their  original  freedom 
of  will,  and  much  liberty  of  action  throughout  the  universe  of  God, 
outside  heaven.  But  all  their  originally  pure  and  lofty  faculties  arc 
utterly  perverted  :  theirlove  is  transformed  into  hate,  their  truth  into 
deceit,  their  nobility  into  meanness.  Tli§  all-absorbing  aim  and  object 
of  their  fallen  existence  are  to  make  war  upon  the  throne  of  Jehovah, 
to  overthrow  His  dominion  and  undermine  His  authority,  by  all  means 
within  their  power,  in  every  sphere  of  operation  open  to  them.  Their 
unceasing  effort  is  to  seduce  as  many  unfallen  spirits  as  possible  away 
from  loyalty  to  the  Divine  will  or  law,  into  their  own  rebellious,  miser¬ 
able  ranks.  “  Evil,  be  thou  my  goo^l !  ”  is  ihe  motto  of  each  of  them, 
from  Satan,  their  prince,  downwards.  In  the  prosecution  of  their 
ignoble  work  about  6,000  years  ago,  when  our  first  parents,  Adam  and 
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Eve,  were  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  unalloyed  holiness  and  happiness 
in  Paradise,  in  the  bowers  of  their  home  in  Eden,  prepared  for  them  by 
their  loving  Father  and  adored  Creator,  Satan  cast  envious  eye  upon 
their  blissful  state  and  resolved  to  destroy  it  forever.  In  the  form  of 
a  beautiful  serpent,  he  approached  our  first  mother  in  her  unsuspecting 
innocence,  and  by  the  exercise  of  his  unrivalled  intellect,  skill,  and 
cunning  as  a  seducer,  he  accomplished  his  diabolical  object,  as  it  is 
recorded  in  the  third  chapter  of  the  Holy  Bible.  This  triumph  of  the 
areh-fiend  in  our  fair  world  doubtless  seemed  to  him  complete  and  per¬ 
manent  ;  and,  indeed,  it  would  have  been  so,  but  for  the  gracious  and 
immediate  interference  of  a  skill  and  power  greater  and  mightier  than 
his.  This  malignant  achievement  of  the  prince  of  hate  and  father  of 
lies  in  the  Garden  of  Eden  wTas  soon  mercifully  thwarted  by  the  Divine 
Father  Himself,  in  the  gracious,  pregnant  announcement — “  I  will  put 
enmity  between  thee  and  the  woman,  and  between  thy  seed  and  her 
seed  ;  it  shall  bruise  thy  head,  and  thou  shalt  bruise  his  heel  (Gen.  iii. 
1 5) And  thus  right  earnestly  commenced  the  war  on  earth  between 
heaven  and  hell. 

II.- — PROGRESS  OF  THE  WAR  FROM  THE  FALL  OF  MAN  TILL  THE  DELUGE. 

In  this  tremendous  war,  commenced  in  Eden,  vigorously  prosecut¬ 
ed  till  now,  and  in  active  operation  still,  the  combatants  are,  on  the  side 
of  heaven,  the  Triune  Jehovah  and  all  His  loyal  subjects  ;  on  the  side 
of  hell,  Satan  and  all  fallen  spirits,  angelic  and  human.  The  motive 
powers  are,  on  the  side  of  heaven,  ineffable  love  ;  on  the  side  of 
hell,  implacable  hate.  The  armory  on  the  side  of  heaven'is  truth  in  all 
its  aspects  ;  on  the  side  of  hell,  falsehood  in  every  form .  The  ultimate 
issue  is,  therefore,  not  doubtful  :  heaven,  love,  and  truth  will  assuredly 
gain  the  eternal  victory  over  hell,  hate,  and  falsehood  in  the  long  run. 
The  practical  operations  of  the  hosts  of  hell,  in  this  terrestial  war,  are 
the  moral  destruction  of  humanity,  by  the  means  of  false  conceptions 
of  God,  of  His  character,  law,  and  government ;  while  the  practical 
work  of  the  hosts  of  heaven  is  the  deliverance  of  mankind  from  sin 
and  all  its  consequences,  through  the  means  of  true  conceptions  of 
God,  as  manifested  in  and  by  His  Works,  Providence,  Word,  Son, 
Spirit,  and  Church.  The  first  triumph  of  the  father  of  lies  (John  viii. 
44)  was  the  seduction  of  our  first  parents  into  discontent  with,  doubt 
regarding,  disbelief  of,  and  disobedience  to  the  Will  and  Word  of  God, 
and,  consequently;  into  moral  ruin.  But  through  true  views  of  God, 
and  faith  in  the  deliverance  to  be  effected  by  the  promised  seed  of  the 
woman,  the  first  of  men  and  the  fairest  of  women  are  doubtless  now 
in  heaven,  to  the  discomfiture  and  chagrin  of  the  arch-destroyer. 
Through  his  lies  about  the  character,  will,  and  worship  of  God,  the 
great  deceiver  seduced  Cain,  the  first-born  of  men,  step  by  step  to  the 
climax  of  all  crime,  the  imbruing  of  his  hands  in  his  brother’s  blood  ; 
but,  through  the  Divine  arrangements  of  love  and  truth,  this  only 
conveyed  Abel,  the  first  martyr  in  the  war,  the  more  speedily  home  to 
the  Paradise  above.  Thus  hell  was  again  defeated  by  heaven,  and  so 
it  ever  will  be  defeated,  until  the  glorious  and  everlasting  triumph  of 
love  and  truth  over  hate  and  falsehood  shall  be  complete. 


FROM  THE  DELUGE  TILL  THE  INCARNATION. 
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But  while  this  terrific  struggle  is  thus  brightened  by  the  brilliant 
achievements  of  the  armies  of  heaven,  both  historic  and  prophetic, 
yet  itis  dark  beyond  all  human  description  or  comprehension,  because 
of  the  awful  exploits,  past,  present,  and  future,  of  the  hosts  of  hell. 
From  the  time  of  Satan’s  first  victory  in  Eden  till  now,  he  has  reigned 
supreme  as  “  the  prince  of  this  world  (John  xii.  31,  xiv.  30,  xvi.  11)/' 
yea  as  “  the  god  of  this  world  (2  Cor.  iv.  4),”  with  but  comparatively 
very  small  inroads  upon  his  dominion  over  our  fallen  and  prostrate 
race.  During  the  2,000  years  of  the  ante-diluvian  period,  he  gov¬ 
erned  the  world  according  to  his  hellish  will,  with  a  very  few  bright 
exceptions.  At  the  end  of  that  period,  his  government  was  so  ab¬ 
solute  and  universal,  that  “  God  saw  that  the  wickedness  of  man 
was  great  in  the  earth,  and  that  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts 
of  his  heart  was  only  evil  continually  (Gen.  vi.  5)  so  that  the  in¬ 
finitely  merciful  Father  was  compelled  by  Flis  justice  and  holiness 
to  say,  “  I  will  destroy  man  whom  I  have  created  from  the  face  of 
the  earth  (verse  8).”  But  when  our  sin-despoiled  world  was  tem¬ 
porarily  purged  from  its  infernal  pollution,  by  the  just  and  merciful 
judgment  of  the  deluge,  the  salvation  of  righteous  Noah  andhisfamily 
in  the  ark  was  at  once  typical  and  prophetic  of  the  glorious  salvation 
of  the  multitude  that  no  man  shall  be  able  to  number,  from  the 
deluge  of  Divine  judgment  which  must  engulph  the  rebellious  and 
impenitent,-  who  will  not  enter  into  the  ark  of  love  and  truth  divinely 
constructed  for  their  deliverance. 

III. — FROM  THE  DELUGE  TILL  THE  INCARNATION. 

But,  alas  !  despite  the  awfully  impressive  lessons  of  the  deluge, 
the  re-populated,  post-diluvian  world,  during  the  2,000  years  from 
the  deluge  until  the  Incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God,  sank  almost  as 
completely  as  ever  under  the  foul  dominion  of  “  the  Old  Serpent,  the 
Devil,”  who  continued  still  the  “  prince”  and  “god  of  this  world,” 
with  exceptions  comparatively  trilling  and  small.  All  idolatrous  or 
superstitious  worship  is  suggested,  directed,  and  controlled  by  Satan  ; 
and  from  the  deluge  till  the  Christian  era,  the  whole  wTorld  was  under 
the  soul-destroying  influence  of  idolatry,  with  scarcely  any  exception 
but  a  portion  of  the  descendants  of  Abraham,  “  the  father  of  the 
faithful.”  That  portion  of  the  children  of  Abraham  formed  the  one 
and  only  Church  of  God  upon  earth ;  and  the  fidelity,  piety,  and 
purity  of  even  that  one  Church  were  but  partial,  fitful,  and  transitory, 
notwithstanding  all  their  God-given  privileges  and  gracious  advan¬ 
tages.  That  Church,  with  the  Word  of  God  in  her  hand,  full  of  the 
plainest  and  most  unmistakable  predictions  about  the  coming  Messiah, 
became  so  priest-ridden,  corrupt,  superstitious,  and  blind,  that  she 
did  not  know  the  Christ  of  God  when  He  appeared  in  her  midst,  but 
actually  rejected  Him  and  Flis  heavenly  message,  treated  Flis  mir¬ 
acles  of  love  and  mercy  with  scorn  and  contempt,  and  even  perse¬ 
cuted,  condemned,  and  murdered  Him,  crying  out,  “  Flis  blood  be 
upon  us  and  upon  our  children  ”  !  What  a  marvellous  victory  was 
this,  to  all  finite  vision,  on  the  side  of  hell  in  this  fearful  war  !  But 
this  astounding  victory  of  hell  was  over-ruled  by  Jehovah,  as  we 
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shall  see,  into  the  mightiest  triumph  of  all  on  the  side  of  heaven, 
and  so  the  love  and  truth  of  heaven  were  again  victorious  over  the 
hate  and  falsehood  of  hell. 

But  while  the  Satan-blinded  Jewish  Church,  with  all  her  God- 
provided  opportunities,  did  not  recognize  the  Messiah  when  He  came, 
He  was  clearly  and  immediately  recognized  by  Satan,  who  was  and 
and  is  about  the  greatest  of  Theologians.  Probably  no  one  but  God 
Himself  knew  so  thoroughly  as  Satan  did  all  the  promises,  predic¬ 
tions,  symbols,  and  tokens,  wdiich  indicated  the  coming,  the  charac¬ 
ter,  and  the  work  of  Prince  Messiah.  With  His  inconceivablv 
powerful  intellect,  curbed  and  thwarted  on  earth  only  by  the  Om¬ 
niscient  and  the  Omnipotent,  Satan  watched  and  studied  with  an 
intensity  of  interest  which  we  may  not  fully  comprehend  every 
fresh  revelation  of  the  coming  One  who  was  to  crush  his  power  on 
earth,  from  the  first  promise  in  Eden  till  the  Incarnation  in  Beth¬ 
lehem,  heralded  and  announced  by  the  natal  anthem  of  the  angelic 
choir  and  the  miraculous  star  in  the  east.  The  youthful  Jesus  in 
His  Nazarene  home  would  also  be  eagerly  scanned  by  His  jealous 
powerful,  malignant  foe,  in  His  blameless  life,  His  consecrated  de¬ 
votion,  His  prayerful  studies,  His  marvellous  growth  in  wisdom  and 
knowledge,  and  His  wonderful  deportment  and  words  in  the  Temple 
among  the  doctors ;  and  He  was  doubtless  many  a  time  tried  and 
tested  by  the  arch-tempter  before  His  baptism  by  John  in  the  Jordan, 
accompanied  by  the  visible  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  the 
“  voice  from  heaven,  saying,  This  is  my  beloved  Son  in  whom  I  am 
well  pleased  (Mat.  iii  17).” 

IV. — SUBLIME  ENCOUNTER  BETWEEN  JESUS  AND  SATAN. 

But  now,  after  this  sublime  scene  on  the  banks  of  the  Jordan, 
when  Jesus  entered  upon  the  three  years  of  His  special  Messianic 
ministry,  He  was  subjected  to  the  mightiest  onslaught  of  which  the 
arch-seducer  was  capable  in  the  Temptation  in  the  Wilderness  (Mat. 
iv.  1  — 11).  In  this  tremendous  encounter,  the  greatest  powers  of 
the  prince  of  tempters  were  exercised  to  their  utmost  capacity  and 
tension,  resulting  in  the  greatest  triumph  of  its  kind  that  had  ever 
been  realized  on  the  side  of  heaven.  The  temptations  presented 
were  of  the  most  crafty  and  seductive  character  conceivable,  the 
same  in  number  (three),  and  much  the  same  in  character,  as  those  by 
which  the  great  seducer  triumphed  in  Eden,  where  the  natural  in¬ 
nocence  of  the  tempted  was  the  same,  while  the  circumstances  were 
very  different.  But  we  should  always  bear  in  mind,  that  the  temp¬ 
tation  was  as  real  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other.  The  humanity 
of  Jesus  was  as  real  in  every  respect  as  His  Godhead  ;  and  as  man 
He  was  liable  to  all  the  temptations  to  which  sinless  humanity  could 
be  liable.  Had  He  not  been  capable  of  feeling  the  force  of  Satanic 
temptation  and  liable  to  yield  before  its  power,  then  His  wilderness 
temptation  would  be  a  mere  sham,  a  dramatic  or  allegoric  represen¬ 
tation,  furnishing  no  real  example  to  us  in  times  of  temptation,  and 
affording  to  tried  ones  no  comfort  and  strength,  such  as  are  derivable 
from  the  blessed  truth,  “  In  that  He  Himself  hath  suffered  being 
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tempted,  He  is  able  to  succor  them  that  are  tempted  (Heb.  ii.  18),” 
and  “We  have  not  an  High  Priest  that  cannot  be  touched  with  the 
feeling  of  our  infirmities  ;  but  was  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we 
are,  yet  without  sin  (Heb.  iv.  16).' ”  The  temptation  of  Jesus  was  no 
sham  temptation  :  it  was  a  dread,  sublime  reality,  in  every  possible,  - 
real  sense,  while  the  eternal  destinies  of  the  human  race  were  trem¬ 
bling  in  the  balance  on  the  result  ;  and  His  continuous,  complete, 
and  final  triumph  over  His  ail  but  omnipotent  adversary  was  the 
triumph  of  perfect  human  trust  in  the  love  of  God  and  perfect  know¬ 
ledge  and  obedience  of  Divine  truth. 

By  no  other  human  being  but  Jesus  has  the  Old  Serpent  ever 
been  completely  defeated  in  all  his  wily  allurements  and  fascinat¬ 
ing  temptations.  And  we  believe  the  great  Spirit-destroyer  had 
never,  since  his  expulsion  from  heaven,  been  so  gallingly  chagrined 
and  disappointed,  or  lashed  into  such  rage  and  fury  through  igno¬ 
minious  defeat,  as  on  the  memorable  occasion  of  the  triumph  of  the 
Redeemer  on  behalf  of  humanity,  in  the  gre^t  wilderness  trial  of  His 
spiritual  strength.  Jesus  was  now  in  the  form  and  nature  of  man 
the  spiritual  conqueror  of  Satan,  in  circumstances  of  the  severest 
trial,  in  the  human  world  where  as  “  prince  ”  and  “  god,”  as  almost 
unchecked  lord  and  ruler,  the  deceiver  had  hitherto  reigned  all  but 
universally.  Our  Lord  was  now  recognized  beyond  all  possible 
doubt  as  the  promised  seed,  the  Messiah,  the  heaven-proclaimed, 
hell-tested  Son  of  God,  and  the  import  and  significance  of  all  this 
the  arch-fiend  knew  full  well.  As  “the  prince  of  devils  (Mat.  ix. 
34),”  “  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air  (Eph.  ii.  2),”  who  apparent¬ 
ly  holds  his  counsels  of  war  with  his  innumerable  hosts  of  subor¬ 
dinate  fiends — the  “  principalities,”  the  “  powers,”  the  “  rulers  of  the 
darkness  of  this  world,”  the  “  spiritual  wickedness  (wicked  spirits)  in 
high  places  (heavenly  or  aerial  regions,  Eph.  vi.  12)” — in  the  atmos¬ 
phere  or  space  which  immediately  surrounds  the  earth,  the  defeated 
and  enraged  monarch  would  doubtless  communicate  all  that  had 
transpired  to  his  rebel  colleagues  and  co-workers,  and  would 
probably  do  so  at  a  great  infernal  conclave,  within  sight  of  the  Christ 
of  God,  so  that  all  the  fiends  of  hell  might  in  future  know  Him  as 
their  great  antagonist  on  earth,  against  whom,  in  His  person,  His  doc¬ 
trine,  His  influence,  and  His  work,  all  the  power  of  their  separate  and 
united  activities  must  henceforward  be  mainly  directed.  Henceforth, 
the  demon  world  knew  Him  well,  as  “  the  Son  of  God  (Mat.  viii. 
29  ;  Mark  iii.  11 ;  v.  7  ;  Luke  iv.  41  ;  viii.  28),”  “  the  Holy  One  of 
God  (Mark  i.  24;  Luke  iv.  34),”  and  the  Messiah  or  “the  Christ 
(Luke  iv.  41).” 


V.— THE  CRUCIFIXION. 

And  here  is  a  note- worthy,  marvellous,  suggestive  fact.  Satan 
and  his  infernal  hosts  knew  the  Saviour  thoroughly,  when  He  appeared 
on  earth  “  in  the  fulness  of  time,”  while  the  race  that  He  came  to 
redeem,  deliver,  and  save,  including  the  Church  of  God,  with  the  Old 
Testament  and  all  its  promises  and  predictions  about  the  Messiah  in 
her  hands,  knew  Him  not !  No  wonder  Jesus  called  the  arch-deceiver 
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“  the  prince  of  this  world  ”  :  how  complete  and  universal  till  then  was 
his  deluding  dominion  over  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Adam  and  Eve ! 
“  Knowledge  is  power,”  while  ignorance  is  weakness  ;  and  this  know¬ 
ledge  of  Christ  on  the  part  of  Satan  and  his  hosts  formed  a  mighty 
vantage-ground  on  the  side  of  hell,  in  this  central  conflict  of  the  great 
war.  And  with  what  tremendous  effect  did  the  infernal  legions  employ 
that  vantage-ground !  Notwithstanding  all  the  watchings  and  prayers 
Jesus,  all  His  words  of  love  and  truth,  all  His  deeds  of  goodness 
and  grace,  all  His  miracles  of  power  and  mercy,  all  His  ministry  of 
spotless  innocence,  boundless  benevolence,  andinfinite,  self-sacrificing 
compassion,  they  succeeded  in  rousing  against  Him  the  jealous  hos¬ 
tility  of  the  State,  the  bitter  animosity  and  relentless  persecution  of 
the  Church,  and  the  misguided  zeal,  ignorant  antipathy,  and  unreason¬ 
ing  rage  of  the  populace.  And  through  these  hell-inspired  elements  com¬ 
bined,  the  Innocent  One  was  opposed,  persecuted,  despised,  rejected, 
condemned,  buffeted,  scourged,  mocked,  spit  upon,  and  murdered ; 
while  with  a  love  which  nothing  could  quench,  He  prayed  even  for 
His  murderers,  “  Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what  the 
do.”  The  arms  which  they  so  cruelly  extended  on  Calvary’s  cross 
wTould  gladly  have  clasped  them  all  to  His  heart  of  inextinguishable 
love,  even  in  the  expiring  agony  of  death  !  Yea,  He  voluntarily  shed 
His  heart’s  blood  for  the  salvation  of  the  very  creatures  who  treated 
Him  with  a  cruelty  of  wickedness  and  wickedness  of  cruelty  never 
exceeded  in  earth  or  hell !  O  blessed  Jehovah- Jesus  !  this  most  as¬ 
suredly  is  more  than  creature  love  !  In  its  presence,  should  not 
every  child  of  Adam  adoringly  exclaim  with  Thomas,  “  My  Lord  and 
my  God  (John  xx.  28) !” 

Love  and  truth  conquer  evermore  !  Here,  in  the  voluntary 
suffering,  agony,  crucifixion,  and  death,  so  far  as  these  were  possible, 
of  the  Divine-human  Son  of  God  and  Son  of  Man,  we  have  the  most 
marvellous  exhibition  of  the  Almighty  power  of  love  and  truth  which 
the  universe  has  ever  witnessed.  And  here,  at  the  same  time,  we 
behold  the  culminating  illustration  of  the  power  of  hate  and  false¬ 
hood,  in  the  murder  of  the  Divine  Redeemer  and  Loving  Saviour  of 
men,  with  all  its  associated  baseness,  ingratitude,  injustice,  cruelty, 
and  wickedness,  by  the  hands  of  the  rational  beings  whom  He  was 
living  and  dying  to  redeem  and  deliver  from  the  cruel  dominion  and 
malign  influence  of  the  prince  of  hate  and  father  of  lies,  while  this 
very  author  of  hate  and  falsehood  was  goading  them  on  in  the  per¬ 
petration  of  this  most  wicked  of  all  wicked  atrocities,  under  the 
most  marvellous  of  all  delusions  actual  or  possible,  that  they  were 
-doing  service  to  the  God  of  love  and  truth  !  In  this  closest  struggle 
of  the  sublime  war,  we  believe  heaven  did  its  best  and  hell  its  worst. 
We  believe  that  no  greater  exhibitions  of  the  powers  of  love  and 
truth  on  the  part  of  heaven,  and  of  hate  and  falsehood  on  the  part 
of  hell  are  possible,  than  those  displayed  before  angels,  men,  and 
devils,  in  the  slaying  and  sacrifice  of  the  Lamb  of  God  on  the  hill  of 
Calvary.  Satan  here,  if  ever,  bruised  the  Saviour’s  heel,  and  Jesus 
here  emphatically  bruised  the  Old  Serpent’s  head.  Here  Jesus  in 
reality  stooped  to  conquer,  humbled  Himself  for  the  moment  that 
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He  might  be  exalted  forever,  died  that  He  might  speedily  triumph 
over  death  itself,  rise  again,  live  for  evermore,  and  raise  with  Him  to 
eternal  life  and  bliss  an  innumerable  multitude  of  the  death-doomed 
slaves  of  sin  and  Satan.  That  His  grand  object  was  thus  completely 
accomplished  was  right  speedily  demonstrated,  attested,  and  sealed, 
by  His  resurrection  on  the  first  day  of  the  week,  the  glorious  Chris¬ 
tian  Sabbath,  His  ascension  into  heaven  from  the  Mount  of  Olives, 
His  promised  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost  on  the  day  of  Pentecost, 
and  the  establishment  of  His  Church  among  the  very  people  who  had 
witnessed  His  crucifixion.  Glorious  triumph  over  hell  again  !  earnest 
and  foretaste  of  the  final  and  eternal  triumph  of  Divine  love  and 
truth  over  Satanic  hate  and  falsehood  ! 

VI.-— THE  DARK  AGES  AND  THE  REFORMATION. 

The  primitive  Church  of  the  risen  and  exalted  Redeemer  grew 
and  multiplied  rapidly  for  several  centuries,  in  spite  of  much  hell- 
born  opposition  and  persecution,  Heathen  and  Jewish.  But,  sad  to 
say,  the  Old  Serpent,  who  had  entered  Paradise  and  polluted  it,  the 
Jewish  Church  and  corrupted  it,  soon  entered  even  the  Christian 
Church  and  contaminated  it  also  !  Through  his  amazing  and  in¬ 
creasing  craft  and  power  in  the  work  of  deception,  he  insinuated 
error  after  error  into  the  doctrines,  and  instigated  abuse  after  abuse 
into  the  government  and  worship,  of  the  Church.  By  his  astounding 
skill  and  augmented  experience  in  working  out  his  infernal  will  as 
“  the  prince  of  this  world,”  through  means  of  the  ambition,  avarice, 
and  selfishness  of  human  priesthoods,  Heathen  and  Jewish,  he  suc¬ 
ceeded  step  by  step  in  building  up,  compacting,  and  consolidating 
the  Popish  Church  of  the  Dark  Ages,  the  largest, the  most  powerful, 
and  the  most  impenetrable  human  organization  the  world  has  ever 
seen,  under  the  name  of  the  Church  of  Christ)  but  so  totally  un¬ 
worthy  of  that  glorious  name,  so  completely  priest-ridden,  demoral¬ 
ized,  and  enslaved,  so  thoroughly  governed  by  the  prince  of  darkness,  ■ 
that  the  Bible,  the  Word  of  God  to  man,  was  actually  taken  and  kept 
from  the  people  altogether  in  the  name  of  Christianity,  and  used  very 
largely  for  the  purposes  of  knavish  priest-craft,  intolerant  bigotry,  and 
fiendish  delusion  !  How  marvellous,  that  such  a  triumph  of  hell 
was  possible  in  the  Church  bearing  the  name  of  Christ !  How  com¬ 
pletely  and  universally  was  Satan  still  “the  prince  of  this  world,” 
governing  according  to  his  infernal  will  Heathendom  through  idolatry, 
the  Jewish  Church  through  the  rejection  of  the  Messiah, the  Ma¬ 
hometan  Church,  which  had  been  founded  in  the  early  part  of  the 
sixth  century,  through  -the  False  Prophet,  and  even  the  Christian 
Church  through  Popery!  Yet  we  now  see  that  it  was  all  plainly 
enough  predicted  by  the  Lord  Himself  and  His  inspired  apostles. 
And,  thank  God,  this  additional  triumph  of  hell  in  the  great  war  was 
not  allowed  to  remain  undisturbed  by  the  heaven-born  influence  of 
love  and  truth.  The  all  but  impenetrable  darkness  of  the  Popish 
Church,  that  huge  mixture  of  Christianity,  Judaism,  and  idolatry, 
has  been  from  time  to  time  disturbed  and  partially  illuminated, 
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through  the  efforts  of  loyal  subjects  of  the  one  and  only  King  and 
Head  of  the  Church,  either  temporally  or  spiritually,  but  most  notably 
by  those  of  Martin  Luther  and  his  co-workers  in  the  sixteenth  century, 
issuing  in  what  is  properly  styled  the  glorious  Reformation.  That 
great  assault  of  heaven  upon  the  powers  of  hell  on  earth  resulted 
in  the  establishment  and  rapid  extension  for  a  time  of  the  Reformed 
Churches  of  Europe  and  the  British  Isles,  with  a  free  Bible  for  all, 
and  the  proclamation  of  the  grand  old  truth  of  heaven — salvation 
through  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Prophet,  Priest,  and 
King  of  the  Church,  the  one  and  only  Meditator  between  God  and 
man.  Thus  hell  was  again  baffled  and  thwarted  by  heaven,  Satan, 
the  usurper,  by  Jesus,  the  rightful  King — another  joyful  earnest 
of  the  coming  triumph  of  love  and  truth  in  our  devil-blinded,  sin- 
desolated  world  ! 

But  Satan,  ever  the  same,  did  not  allow  even  the  Reformation 
Churches  to  prosecute  the  work  of  Christ  in  his  dominion  as  “  the 
prince  of  this  world  ”  without  let  or  hindrance.  Pure  worship  and 
service  of  the  God  of  love  and  truth  are  the  reign  of  heaven  upon 
earth,  and  these  the  father  of  hate  and  lies  invariably  seeks  to  frustrate 
and  destroy  by  ’  every  possible  means  He  knows  that  man  is  a 
worshipping  being,  and  that  his  belief  about  God  and  his  acts  of 
worship,  his  religious  convictions  and  practices,  are  the  main  elements 
in  the  forming  of  his  character — “  as  he  thinketh  in  his  heart  so 
is  he  (Prov.  xxiii.  7 He  is  Theologian  and  Philosopher  enough 
to  know,  indeed  none  but  God  knows  better,  that  men  never  rise 
higher  in  character  and  conduct,  however  much  lower  they  may  sink, 
than  what  naturally  and  necessarily  springs  from  their  ideas  about 
the  character  of  the  Deity  they  worship.  If  they  worship  deceitful, 
unjust,  cruel,  and  impure  gods,  as  idols  of  human  invention  or  ima¬ 
gination  under  the  control  of  Satan  always  are,  then  their  very 
worship  itself  develops  the  more  rapidly  and  fully  the  deceitfulness, 
injustice,  cruelty,  and  impurity  of  their  naturally  sinful  characters. 
And  even  if  they  worship  the  true  God,  but  through  Satanic  delusion 
have  imbibed  erroneous  opinions  about  His  person,  will,  and  worship, 
like  the  Jews,  the  Mahometans,  the  Greek  Christians,  and  the  Roman 
Catholics,  then  these  wrong  opinions  dishonor  God,  defile  their 
worship,  demoralize  their  characters,  and  retain  them  generally 
among  the  subjects  and  serfs  of  “  the  god  of  this  world,”  who  blinds 
their  minds  and  hardens  their  hearts,  “  lest  the  light  of  the  glorious 
Gospel  of  Christ,  who  is  the  image  of  God,  should  shine  unto  them 
(2  Cor.  iv.  4).”  Therefore,  the  twofold  policy  of  the  great  deceiver 
and  destroyer  is,  (1)  to  keep  men  in  the  darkness  and  delusions  of 
idolatry  as  long  as  he  can,  and  (2)  to  instil  into  their  minds  as  many 
and  as  mischievous  errors  as  possible  about  God  and  His  worship, 
when  they  leave  the  ranks  of  his  idolatrous  subjects. 


VII. — THE  GREAT  MODERN  CONFLICT. 

When,  therefore,  the  reformers  were  making  inroads  upon  the  semi- 
idolatrous  Church  of  Rome,  and  the  Evil  One  could  not  stay  their  glorious 


THE  GREAT  MODERN  CONFLICT. 


9 


progress,  his  infernal  ingenuity  was  exercised  to  seduce  the  Protestants 
to  imbibe  or  retain  as  many  erroneous  views  as  possible  about  the  inter¬ 
pretation  of  the  Bible  which  he  could  no  longer  keep  chained  in  the 
monasteries,  and  about  the  character,  example,  and  teaching  of  the 
Divine  Saviour  whom  they  preached,  trusted,  loved,  and  adored.  His 
keen  and  powerful  intellect,  and  unrival] ed  creature-knowledge  of  the 
world  that  he  had  so  long  governed,  soon  led  him  to  fix  upon  the  great 
drink-falsehood  as  his  most  powerful  instrument  for  marring  and  neutral¬ 
izing  the  heaven-born  results  of  the  Protestant  Reformation.  He  knew 
well  the  infernal  power  of  alcoholic  drink  on  earth,  from  the  days  of 
Noah  and  Lot  till  then.  He  had  already  got  the  false  doctrine  firmly 
established  in  the  Church  of  Rome,  that  the  Bible  was  a  drinking  book, 
and  that  Jesus  was  a  maker,  user,  and  dispenser  of  the  poisonous  liquor  ; 
and  as  the  reformers  had  not  yet  detected  these  Satanic  falsehoods,  if  he 
could  only  perpetuate  them  in  the  Reformed  Churches,  he  might  thereby 
succeed  in  making  Protestant  lands  the  most  drunken  lands  of  the  world, 
and  by  that  means  retain  them  under  his  infernal  dominion  still,  despite 
their  free  Bible  and  reformed  faith  in  other  respects.  And,  marvellous 
to  relate,  this  fearful  feat  the  father  of  lies  has  actually  accomplished, 
for  the  lands  under  the  influence  of  the  Reformation  Churches  have  for 
centuries  been  the  most  drunken  lands  of  the  earth  !  Thisds  the  grand 
modern  triumph  of  the  >  dd  Serpent  m  our  deluded,  hell-govefned  world. 
And  so,  alas  !  with  but  comparatively  small  exception,  Satan  is  still  “  the 
prince  of  this  world.”  governing  the  Heathen  through  idolatry,  the  Jews 
through  their  rejection  of  Christ,  the  Mahometans  through  the  False 
Prophet,  the  Roman  Catholic  and  Greek  Christians  through  popery  and 
superstition,  and  the  Protestants  through  the  monstrous  delusion,  that 
the  use  of  alcoholic,  poisonous  drink  is  sanctioned,  commended,  and  eVen 
enjoined  in  the  Word  of  God,  and  that  such  drink  was  miraculously 
made,  habitually  used,  and  freely  dispensed  by  the  Incarnate  Son  of 
God,  whose  example  and  life  are  the  perfect  model  for  the  imitation  of 
all  Christians,  in  all  times,  places,  and  circumstances  !  And  the  dominion 
of  the  great  deceiver  is  so  complete,  the  triumph  of  his  crafty  delusion  so 
thorough,  that  none  of  them  ever  knows  or  even  suspects  that  he  de¬ 
ceives  or  misleads  them  On  the  contrary,  each  party  is  so  perfectly 
satisfied  that  their  erroneous  positions  are  right  and  true,  that  they  resist 
and  resent  with  a  blind  zeal,  a  bigoted  intolerance,  and  a  persecuting 
bitterness,  indicative  of  the  real  character  of  their  bondage,  every  effort 
put  forth  to  enlighten  and  deliver  them  from  their  spiritual  captivity,  and 
to  lead  them  out  into  the  light,  life,  and  liberty  of  love  and  truth. 

The  Bible-and-drink  delusion  of  Protestant  lands  being  the  great 
modern  triumph  of  the  father  of  lies  in  the  terrestrial  war  between 
heaven  and  hell,  it  follows  that  the  Temperance  Reformation  of  the 
present  century  is  the  most  important  movement  of  the  age,  so  far  as  it 
is  thorough — that  is,  so  far  as  it  springs  from  love  and  is  founded  on 
truth.  Only  so  far  as  the  movement  is  thus  thorough  can  it  accomplish 
its  glorious  mission.  And  the  first  and  by  far  the  most  important  item 
of  this  essential  thoroughness  is  Bible  Temperance  truth — that  is,  the 
truth  that  the  Bible  is  a  Temperance  book,  frequently  condemning  and 
warning  against  and  never  sanctioning  the  use  of  intoxicating  drink,  and 

B 


10 


BIBLE  TEMPERANCE, 


that  Jesus  was  as  complete  an  abstainer  from  the  use  of  such  drink  as  He 
was  from  everything  else  that  is  either  physically  or  morally  evil.  “  The 
prince  of  this  world  ”  knows  well  the  value  and  power  of  this  Bible  Tem¬ 
perance  truth,  and  so  he  resists  its  progress  with  the  utmost  determina¬ 
tion  by  all  available  means  ;  and,  alas !  the  means  at  his  disposal  are  fearful 
in  extent  and  terrible  in  power.  Christian  States  raise  enormous  revenues 
from  their  national  drink-systems,  and  so  they  oppose  and  ridicule  Bible 
Temperance  truth .  Christian  merchants  make  great  profits,  some  of  them 
enormous  fortunes,  from  the  sa!e  of  drink,  and,  therefore,  they  vigorously 
withstand  the  progress  of  Bible  Temperance  truth.  Christian  professors, 
preachers,  and  people,  from  various  motives,  explicable  and  inexplicable, 
strenuously  resist  the  advance  of  Bible  Temperance  truth,  often  with  the 
unworthy  weapons  of  misrepresentation,  slander,  and  persecution,  such  as 
have  been  used  by  priesthoods  and  ecclesiastical  bodies  against  every  re¬ 
formation  truth  all  down  the  ages.  Even  Christian  Temperance  reformers 
oppose  Bible  Temperance  truth,  when  they  erroneously  advocate  teeto- 
talism  on  the  heaven-born  principle  of  Christian  expediency,  a  principle 
dietetically  applicable  only  to  food  and  drink  in  their  nature  lawful  and 
wholesome,  which  poisonous  drinks  are  not  —such  advocacy,  either  directly 
or  by  implication,  upholding  and  perpetuating  the  Satanic  lies  about  Bible 
sanction  and  the  all-important  example  of  Christ.  And  even  also  among 
those  who  are  themselves  enlightened  on  the  subject,  there  are  not  a  few 
effective  opponents  of  Bible  Temperance  truth,  through  holding  it  in 
abeyance  and  discountenancing  its  advocates,  for  the  sake  of  false  peace, 
popularity,  position,  or  profit  ;  for  Vinet  very  truly  says — “A  false 
system  has  for  accomplice,  whoever  spares  it  by  silence.”  And  Bible 
Temperance  truth  is  often  sadly  retarded,  and  the  Temperance  cause  most 
seriously  injured,  by  the  delusive  and  growing  practice  of  converting  Tem¬ 
perance  meetings  into  popular  entertainments,  at  which  the  programmes 
consist  mainly  of  songs,  readings,  and  recitations  having  no  bearing  what¬ 
ever  on  the  Temperance  cause,  and  sometimes  of  a  worse  than  doubtful 
Christian  character,  as  we  are  often  grieved  to  see  in  newspaper  notices 
of  Band  of  Hope,  Temperance  Society,  and  Good  Templar  meetings. 
Such  proceedings  lower  the  moral  tone  and  educational  value  of  the 
Temperance  movement,  and  those  who  become  enamored  by  them  soon 
come  to  cherish  a  distaste  or  contempt  for  such  important,  intellectual, 
moral  food  as  Bible  Temperance  truth.  No  supposed  benefit  to  the  move¬ 
ment,  through  the  deceptive  popularity  so  gained,  ever  counterbalances 
the  real  injury  thus  inflicted  upon  the  cause  of  love  and  truth,  in  this 
development  of  the  war  between  heaven  and  hell. 

Let  us  “  watch  and  pray  ”  against  “  the  wiles  of  the  devil  ”  in  every 
form,  and  let  us  beware  of  doing  anything  to  hinder,  but  rather  let  us  do 
all  in  our  power  to  help  forward  the  glorious  cause  of  Bible  Temperance. 
We  firmly  believe,  that,  at  the  present  juncture  of  the  war  on  earth  be¬ 
tween  heaven  and  hell,  there  is  nothing  which  the  prince  of  hate  and 
falsehood  more  thoroughly  dreads,  and,  consequently,  nothing  which  the 
God  of  love  and  truth  more  really  desires,  than  the  progress  of  Bible 
Temperance  truth,  because  of  its  powerful  and  far-reaching  influences  on 
the  tremendous  issues  of  the  mighty  conflict,  now  and  in  all  time  to  come, 
among  all  peoples,  in  all  nations,  and  throughout  all  lands. 
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VIII. — THE  CHURCH  LED  BY  SATAN  ON  THE  DRINK  QUESTION. 

The  fundamental  principles  of  the  Temperance  reformation  are — 
(1)  That  all  alcoholic  drinks  are  essentially  poisonous  and  unwholesome, 
and  that,  therefore,  mankind  universally  are  bound  to  be  teetotalers,  by 
the  principle  of  the  Sixth  Commandment ;  (2)  that  the  liquor  traffic  is 
essentially  pernicious  and  immoral,  and  that,  therefore,  the  State  is 
bound,  in  duly  to  God  and  man,  to  outlaw  that  traffic  totally  ;  (3)  that 
the  Bible,  in  harmony  with  science  and  experience,  frequently  condemns, 
and  in  no  case  sanctions,  the  use  of  intoxicating  drink,  and  that,  therefore, 
it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Church  to  withdraw  the  chief  educational  and 
moral  support  from  the  immoral  liquor  traffic  and  drinking  customs,  by 
using  only  Passover  or  unfermented  wine  in  the  sacred  service  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper  ;  and  (4)  that  the  still  prevalent  system  of  alcoholic  medi¬ 
cation  is  a  greater  and  more  ruinous  blunder,  than  was  the  manslaugh¬ 
tering  system  of  phlebotomy,  in  a  former  generation.  These  four  pro¬ 
positions  constitute  the  complete  circle  of  Temperance  truth  :  wanting 
any  one  of  them,  that  circle  is  necessarily  incomplete  and  defective. 
The  man  who  does  not  hold,  or  is  unable  to  prove  them  all,  is  no  more 
fit  to  be  a  Temperance  advocate,  than  the  man  who  does  not  hold  or  is 
unable  to  prove  that  God  is  holy,  that  man  is  sinful,  that  Jesus  Christ 
is  the  Saviour  of  sinners,  and  that  the  justification  of  the  sinner  before 
God  can  be  secured  only  through  the  atoning  blood  of  Christ  is  fit  to  be 
a  preacher  of  the  Gospel.  But  the  Church,  through  the  powerful  de¬ 
lusion  of  Satan,  has  taken  the  attitude  of  direct  antagonism  to  them  all, 
with  the  natural  result,  that  the  lands  under  her  sway  are  the  most 
drunken  lands  of  the  world  !  For  this  deep  disgrace,  the  Church,  and 
not  the  Bible  is  responsible. 

To  present  the  case  in  another  form,  we  beg  to  submit  the  following 
propositions  to  the  careful  consideration  of  our  readers  : — 1. — The 
traffic  in  alcoholic  liquors  and  the  customs  which  support  it  are  in  their 
nature  and  results  always  evil  and  altogether  on  the  side  of  hell.  The 
truth  of  this  proposition  has  been  often  demonstrated.  2, — The  Bible, 
rightly  interpreted,  is  always  and  altogether  on  the  side  of  love,  truth, 
purity,  heaven.  No  one  who  holds  the  Bible  to  be  the  Inspired  Word 
of  God  will  deny  this  proposition.  3. — The  attitude  of  the  alcoholic 
drink-system  and  the  Bible  towards  each  other  is,  therefore,  that  of 
uncompromising  hostility.  If  the  two  preceding  propositions  be  true, 
this  one  must  also  be  true.  4. — But  the  prevalent  interpretation  of  the 
Sacred  Scriptures  by  the  Church,  on  the  question  of  “  wine  and  strong- 
drink,”  represents  the  Bible  to  be  the  most  ingeniously  contrived 
drinking-book,  the  most  subtle  supporter  of  the  fiendish  drink-system, 
that  was  ever  inspired  by  the  Old  Serpent  himself.  Feeling  warranted 
in  assuming,  that  our  readers  will  accept  the  first,  second,  and  third 
propositions  as  obviously  true,  we  shall  proceed  to  adduce  evidence  in 
support  of  the  fourth,  the  truth  of  which  is  to  our  mind  equally  obvious. 
The  Church,  misled  by  Satan,  starts  with  the  unfounded  assumption,  (1) 
that  the  main  use  of  the  vine  in  the  scheme  of  Providence  is  to  supply 
wine,  (2)  that  wine  is  the  fermented,  alcoholic  juice  of  the  grape,  and 
(3)  that,  therefore,  the  commendations  of  the  vine  and  its  produce 
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throughout  the  Bible  are  Divine  sanctions,  direct  or  indirect,  of  the  use 
of  alcoholic  drink  ;  and,  on  this  false  basis,  what  a  horrible  structure  she 
has  reared !  If  this  assumption  were  true,  then,  indeed,  the  Bible 
would  be  the  foundation  of  the  drink  system,  which  degrades  Chris¬ 
tendom  :  instead  of  being,  as  it  is,  a  thorough  Temperance  Book,  it 
would  stand  unrivalled  for  Satanic  ingenuity,  as  a  cunningly  conceived 
drinking- took  ! 

All  this  will  become  very  clear  to  any  reflecting  mind,  by  a  careful 
consideration  of  the  following  facts  : — 1. — There  are  scores  of  passages 
in  the  Bible  which  speak  of  the  produce  of  the  vine,  as  one  of  the  rich¬ 
est  bounties  of  Providence.  The  above  assumption  of  the  Church  re¬ 
presents  all  these  as  supplying  Divine  approval  of  alcoholic — that  is, 
poisonous — drink  !  2. — The  Jewish  nation  is  compared  in  the  Bible  to 

a  vin  ,  planted  by  God  in  a  fertile  soil,  and  spreading  its  branches  till  it 
filled  the  rich  land  of  Palestine — the  land  “flowing  with  milk  and 
honey.”  The  delusive  assumption  of  the  Chinch  represents  this  also  as 
a  Divine  encomium  on  the  vine,  as  the  great  alcoho -producer  !  3. — 

The  Church  is  symbolized  by  the  vine  and  the  vine  -  add,  with  God  Him¬ 
self  as  the  husbandman,  in  both  the  Old  and  New  Testaments.  This 
is  another  remarkable  Divine  sanction  of  alcoholic  drink,  according  to 
the  false  assumption  of  the  modern  Church  !  4. — The  union  between 

Christ  and  His  people  is  compared  in  the  Bible  to  that  which  subsists 
between  the  vine  and  its  branches.  This  again  is  a  most  noteworthy 
Divine  approval  of  the  great  source  of  alcoholic  drink,  it  the  assumption 
of  the  Church  were  well  founded  !  5. — Christ  likens  Himself  to  the 

vine,  the  true  vine.  This  implies  a  still  more  telling  commendation, 
if  possible,  of  the  cultivation  of  the  vineyard  so  as  to  produce  abundance 
of  alcoholic  drink,  according  to  the  unwarranted  assumption  of  the 
Church  !  6. — The  first  miracle  of  Jesus,  when  entering  upon  His  in¬ 

carnate  ministry,  was  the  converting  of  water  into  wine.  This,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  fiend-like  assumption  of  the  Church,  indelibly  enstamps  the 
Divine  approbation  on  the  social  use  of  alcoholic,  poisonous  beverages 
for  all  time  !  !  7. — Jesus  used  wine,  the  fluid  “fruit  of  the  vine,”  at 

the  institution  of  the  ordinance  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  According  to 
the  Satanic  assumption  of  the  Church,  this  places  a  Divine  injunction 
upon  the  followers  of  Christ  to  maintain  the  permanent  use  of  the  poison, 
alcohol,  in  that  sacred  feast  until  His  second  coming  !  !  ! 

According,  therefore,  to  this  terrible  delusion  of  the  Church,  the 
Bible  is  full  of  inducements,  incitements,  and  injunctions  in  favor  of 
the  manufacture  and  use  of  alcoholic  drink  !  According  to  the  misin¬ 
terpretation  of  the  Church,  the  Bible,  in  multitudes  of  passages,  and  in 
every  variety  of  manner,  represents  the  vine  as  an  alcohol-producer,  and 
alcoholic  drink  as  its  divinely-designed  produce,  to  be  good  creatures 
of  God,  benevolent  gifts  of  a  beneficent  Providence,  and  fitting  symbols 
of  the  Divine  goodness  and  grace  in  every  conceivable  form — meet  em¬ 
blems  of  the  Jewish  Theocracy,  of  the  Christian  Church,  of  the  union 
between  Jesus  and  His  ransomed  followers,  and  of  the  atoning  blood 
shed  upon  Calvary  for  the  remission  of  sins  !  !  What  more  could  the 
Bible  possibly  say  in  favor  of  poisonous,  alcoholic  drink  than  this  ? 
What  more  could  the  inspired  writers  possibly  have  done  to  make 
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Christians  cultivate,  cherish,  love,  and  defend,  the  inebriating  cup  ? 
What  stronger  terms  of  laudation  could  the  Sacred  Book  employ  in 
favor  of,  what  higher  honor  could  it  possibly  confer  upon,  the  damning 
bowl  ?  Does  not  this  Satanic  delusion  of  the  Church  hold  out  the 
Bible  to  the  world,  not  as  a  Temperance  Book,  but  a  drinking  book — not 
as  an  enemy  of  the  internal  liquor  traffic,  but,  as  the  foundation  and 
defence  of  that  traffic  ?  In  a  word,  as  already  indicated,  does  not  this 
fearful  assumption  of  the  Church  represent  the  Sacred  Volume,  as  the 
most  ingeniously  conceived  drinking-book  which  has  ever  been  inspired 
by  the  Old  Serpent,  the  Devil,  ffimself?  Need  we  wonder,  with  this 
drunkard-making  doctrine  accepted  in  theory  and  adopted  in  practice  by 
the  majority  of  the  m  nisters  and  members  of  the  professing  Christian 
Church,  that  Christian  lauds  are  the  drunken  lands  of  the  world?  It 
could  not  be  otherwise,  on  the  simple  principle  of  cause  and  effect — the 
drinking  of  intoxicants  being  the  cause  of  drunkenness.  How  sinful  is 
the  cause,  and  how  dreadful  are  the  effects  !  When  realized,  are  they 
not  almost  fitted  to  drive  a  wise  man  mad  ?  Say  not  our  language  is  too 
strong  :  no  human  language  could  possibly  be  strong  enough,  to  depict 
m  truthful  colors  the  dishonor  done  to  God  and  the  Bible,  and  the 
injury  done  to  the  human  race,  by  this  iSatanic  delusion  of  the  Church. 
The  ignorant  or  the  indifferent  may  be  capable  of  speaking  in  mild 
terms  of  this  liell-born,  hell-filling  doctrine  of  the  Church  :  thank  God, 
we  are  not ! 


IX. - ANTI-CHRISTIAN  ATTITUDE  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

The  Church  is  in  duty  bound  to  stand  out  “  fair  as  the  moon,  clear 
as  the  sun,  and  terrible  as  an  army  with  banners  (Cant.  vi.  10) ”,  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  drink  curse,  as  well  as  every  other  curse  of  our  race.  This 
she  can  never  do,  until  she  utterly  renounces  her  false  doctrine,  regard¬ 
ing  the  teaching  of  the  Bible  on  the  question  of  alcoholic  drink.  She 
assumes  the  title  of  the  Christian  Church,  but,  on  the  drink  question, 
she  is  utterly  anti-Christian,  both  in  theory  and  practice.  The  traffic 
in  alcoholic  drinks  is  essentially  anti-Christian:  therefore,  all  the  practices 
which  support  that  traffic  are  anti-Christian.  The  Bible  is  represented 
by  the  Church  as  a  supporter  of  that  traffic,  and,  therefore,  as  an  anti- 
Christian  book  on  this  point.  The  truth  of  this  strange  proposition  we 
claim  to  have  demonstrated.  But,  as  the  Bible  is  a  Christian  Book  on 
every  point,  it  is  the  Church  that  is  anti-Christian  on  the  question, 
through  the  misunderstanding  and  misrepresentation  of  the  Bible’s  in¬ 
struction  regarding  wine  and  strong  drink.  Drunkenness  is  anti-Chris¬ 
tian,  yet  the  nations  bearing  the  Christian  name  are  the  most  drunken 
nations  of  the  world  !  This  unique  fact  constitutes  an  irrefutable  de¬ 
monstration  of  the  anti-Christian  attitude  of  the  Church  on  the  drink 
question ;  because  Christian  lands  are,  and  must  be,  elevated  far  above 
all  other  lands  on  every  point  on  which  Bible  truth  is  fully  and  faith¬ 
fully  propounded  by  the  Church.  By  ingenuity  and  skill  the  most 
wondrous,  the  Old  Serpent  has  led  the  Church  downwards,  step  by  step 
and  link  by  link,  and  bound  her  in  a  position  of  the  most  infernal 
character  on  the  drink  question,  even  in  one  of  all  but  inextricable 
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alliance  with  himself !  He  lias,  with  a  success  marvellous  in  the 
extreme,  led  her  into  an  alliance,  which  is  complete  in  every  particular, 
social,  civil,  and  sacred,  with  the  infamous  liquor-traffic  !  There  is 
really  no  difference  between  the  attitude  of  the  Church  and  that  of  the 
traffic  towards  drunkenness.  Both  alike  encourage  and  cultivate  the 
cause  of  the  acknowledged  evil,  while  they  denounce  and  deplore  the 
inevitable  effects.  The  false  and  ensnaring  doctrine  of  both  alike  is, 
that  the  drinking  of  intoxicants  is  right,  while  excessive  drinking  or 
drunkenness,  like  excessive  eating  or  gluttony,  is  wrong.  Both  alike 
ignore  or  deny  the  simple  but  important  truth,  that  the  drinking  of 
alcoholic  liquor  is  the  cause,  and  the  only  cause,  of  drunkenness.  Both 
alike  ignore  or  deny  the  simple  but  momentous  truth,  that  alcohol  is. a 
poison,  and  that,  therefore,  the  drinking  of  alcoholic  liquor  is  essentially 
a  violation  of  Divine,  immutable  law,  both  physical  and  moral  And 
both  alike  defend  the  immoral  drink-system  by  misinterpretation, 
misquotation,  and  misapplication  of  Sacred  Scripture,  seeking  to  establish 
a  permanent  alliance  between  “  beer  and  the  Bible  ”  in  England,  and 
between  alcohol  and  the  Bible  throughout  the  world !  The 
error,  the  profanity,  the  wickedness  of  all  this  in  the  public  house  is  bad 
enough — in  the  Church,  it  is  awful,  resulting  in  the  pre-eminent  drunk¬ 
enness  of  Christian  lands,  which  is  by  far  the  most  dreadful  fact  in  the 
present  state  of  our  sin-cursed  world  ! 

The  drunkenness  of  Christendom,  arising  necessarily  and  directly 
from  the  false  teaching  of  the  Church  regarding  alcoholic  drink,  is  by 
far  the  most  formidable  hindrance  to  the  progress  of  the  Gospel  in  all 
nations,  Christian,  Mahometan,  and  Heathen.  As  God  uses  only  fit 
instruments  in  the  accomplishing  of  His  work,  the  modern  Church  can¬ 
not  possibly  be  honored  by  Him  to  conquer  the  world  for  Christ,  until 
she  utterly  renounces  her  false  and  degraded  alliance  with  the  abomina¬ 
ble  drink-system.  Before  she  can  be  so  honored,  she  must  offer  to  the 
world  the  Bible  without  the  drink — “the  water  of  life”  without  the 
“  fire-water,”  the  water  of  death.  Could  the  inhabitants  of  a  Heathen 
island  or  country,  in  which  alcoholic  drinks  are  as  yet  unknown,  not  be 
evangelized  and  duly  observe  all  the  divinely-appointed  ordinances  of 
Christianity,  without  the  manufacture  or  importation  of  intoxicating 
drink  ?  The  Church  answers — “  No  ”  !  !  What  a  caricature  of  the 
pure  and  undefiled  religion  of  Jesus  !  Such  doctrine  is  a  gross  libel  on 
Christianity,  and  a  foul  calumny  on  the  Bible.  The  Church  on  this 
question  is  about  as  anti-Christian  as  it  is  possible  for  her  to  be.  The 
only  redeeming  feature  of  her  case  in  the  matter  is,  that  she  is  not 
unanimous  :  her  members,  thank  God,  do  not  all  bow  the  knee  to  her 
drink-idol,  and  a  growing  number  are  coming  out,  and  separating  them¬ 
selves  from  all  participation  in  her  drink  idolatry. 

As  in  the  physical  world,  the  stream  cannot  rise  higher  than  the 
fountain,  so  in  the  moral  world,  the  current  of  human  conduct  in  a 
Christian  nation  with  regard  to  drink,  as  indeed  to  anything  else,  cannot 
rise  higher  than  the  teaching  of  the  Church,  the  fountain-head  of  moral 
instruction  in  that  nation.  Our  license  laws  are  flagrantly  immoral, 
but  they  are  quite  in  harmony  with  the  teaching  of  the  Church  in  our 
nation  !  The  legislation  of  any  Christian  country  must  always  be  in 


CHRISTIAN  DUTY  IN  PRESENT  CIRCUMSTANCES. 


15 


very  near  harmony  with  the  will  of  the  Church  in  that  nation.  Above 
a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  the  Church  in  Scotland  demanded  the  closing 
of  all  public-houses  on  the  Lord’s  Day,  and,  in  response,  Scotland  ob¬ 
tained  an  enactment  in  accordance  with  the  will  of  the  Church.  More 
recently,  a  similar  demand  was  made  by  the  Church  in  Ireland  and 
Wales,  with  a  similar  result ;  and,  whenever  the  Church  in  England 
shall  make  a  similar  demand,  the  result  will  also  be  similar.  And,  in 
like  manner,  whenever  the  Church  in  the  United  Kingdom,  or  in  any 
of  its  great  divisions,  shall  demand  the  total  prohibition  of  the  liquor 
traffic,  prohibition,  with  all  its  blessed  results,  will  be  secured  :  so  that' 
the  infernal  traffic  rests  upon  the  hell-born  teaching  of  the  Church  on  the 
drink  question  ! 

The  reason  of  all  this  is  quite  obvious.  We  live  in  a  free  country  (a 
Christian  nation  must  be  free),  under  a  Constitutional  Government,  in 
which  the  legislation  on  any  question  must  be  in  harmony  with  the  will 
of  the  majority  of  the  electors  :  the  vast  majority  of  the  electors  are 
Church  members  :  the  Church  thus  guides  and  controls  the  consciences 
and  votes  of  the  electors,  the  law-making  power  of  the  nation  :  hence, 
the  laws  of  the  nation  must  be  in  harmony  with  the  will  of  the  Church. 
So  long,  therefore,  as  the  present  false  doctrine  on  the  question  of  alco¬ 
holic  drink  prevails  in  the  Church,  the  fountain-head  of  the  moral  and 
legislative  forces  of  our  nation,  so  long  shall  our  national  liquor-traffic 
continue  in  our  midst,  with  its  infinity  of  mischievous  results,  the  Church, 
— not  the  Bible — being  responsible.  On  this  great  question,  the  Church, 
the  moral  barometer  of  the  nation,  is  most  evidently  anti-Christian. 
However  unwittingly,  she  is  plainly  in  the  leading  strings  of  him  who 
“  was  a  murderer  from  the  beginning,  and  abode  not  in  the  truth,  be¬ 
cause  there  is  no  truth  in  him  :  when  he  speaketh  a  lie,  he  speaketh  of 
his  own  ;  for  he  is  a  liar  and  the  father  of  it  (John  viii.  44)  !” 

X. — CHRISTIAN  DUTY  IN  PRESENT  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

In  such  circumstances,  what  is  the  duty  of  those  who  desire  to  be 
followers  of  Him  who  “  was  holy,  harmless,  undefiled,  and  separate  from 
sinners  (Heb.  vii.  26)”  1  One  plain  duty  is  to  separate  themselves  at  once 
and  entirely  from  all  participation  in  this  ecclesiastico-national  iniquity. 
This  is  clearly  the  Divine  instruction  and  injunction  of  the  following 
Scriptures,  in  relation  to  this  and  all  other  anti-Christian  systems  : — 
“  Depart  ye,  depart  ye,  go  ye  out  from  thence,  touch  no  unclean  thing, 
go  ye  out  of  the  midst  of  her  ;  be  ye  clean  that  bear  the  vessels  of  the 
Lord  (Is.  lii.  11).” — “  My  people,  go  ye  out  of  the  midst  of  her,  and  de¬ 
liver  ye  every  man  his  soul  from  the  fierce  anger  of  the  Lord 
(Jer.  li.  45).” — “  Come  out  from  among  them  and  be  ye  separate, 
saith  the  Lord,  and  touch  not  the  unclean  thing  ;  and  I  will  receive  you, 
and  will  be  a  Father  unto  you,  and  ye  shall  be  my  sons  and  daughters, 
saith  the  Lord  Almighty  (2  Cor.  vi.  17,  18).” — “  Come  out  of  her,  my 
people,  that  ye  be  not  partakers  of  her  sins,  and  that  ye  receive  not  of  her 
plagues  ;  for  her  sins  have  reached  unto  heaven,  and  God  hath  re¬ 
membered  her  iniquities  (Rev.  xviii.  4,  5).”  These  and  similar  passages 
of  Holy  Writ  very  explicitly  indicate  and  enforce  our  duty  in  relation 
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to  everything  that  is  anti-Christian,  and,  therefore,  most  obviously  in 
relation  to  the  anti-Christian  drink-system,  both  inside  and  outside  the 
Church. 

The  infamous  liquor-traffic,  the  iniquitous  laws  by  which  it  is  up¬ 
held,  and  the  immoral  customs  by  which  it  is  supported  constitute  a 
huge  anti-Christian  system  of  the  most  infernal  character.  There  is 
nothing  about  that  system  of  which  God  can  approve  or  Satan  disapprove. 
That  this  is  the  true  character  of  that  system  is  becoming  more  and 
more  obvious  to  an  enlightened,  earnest  minority  of  the  office-bearers 
and  private  members  of  the  Church.  These  are  looking  to  God  for 
guidance  and  taking  earnest  counsel  together,  as  to  what  is  their  duty 
in  view  of  the  unholy  alliance  between  the  Church  and  the  wicked 
system.  Some  Christians,  but  partially  enlightened  on  the  drink 
question,  advise  to  induce  the  young  to  abstain  at  present,  and  bye  and 
bye  to  urge  the  duty  of  total  abstinence  upon  all but  their  remedy  is 
obviously  far  below  the  requirements  of  the  case.  Others  allege  that 
the  traffickers  in  alcoholic  drinks  should  not  be  permitted  to  be  office¬ 
bearers  in  the  Church  ;  but  it  would  be  absurd  to  have  two  classes  of 
members  in  the  Church,  one  eligible  to  office  and  the  other  not,  on  the 
ground  of  the  morality  or  immorality  of  their  respective  trades  or  pro¬ 
fessions.  Others,  with  more  consistency,  go  a  step  farther,  and  hold 
that  the  liquor  traffickers  should  be  refused  the  privilege  of  Church 
membership ;  but  it  is  very  plain  that,  if  it  be  immoral  to  sell  alcoholic 
drink,  it  is  also  immoral  to  buy  it,  so  that  the  principle  which  renders 
the  sellers  untit  for  membership  disqualifies  the  buyers  also.  And,  more¬ 
over,  it  mustbeimmo!  al  to  use  my  kind  of  drink  which  it  is  immoral  to  buy 
or  sell.  Therefore,  the  only  way  to  purge  the  <  h  arch  from  all  the  contami¬ 
nations  of  the  foul  system  is  to  make  a  clean  sweep  of  it,  by  refusing  ad¬ 
mission  to  membership,  on  the  gro  nds  of  immoral,  anti-Christian 
conduct,  alike  to  all  manufacturers,  selle:s,  buyers,  and  users  of  alcoholic 
drink  of  any  description.  It  need  not  be  objected,  that  this  is  making 
a  test  of  Church  membership  in  addition  to  that  of  being  true  believers 
in  Christ,  for  the  Churches  in  general  have  various  minor  tests  in  the 
admission  of  members,  besides  that  common  fundamental  one. 

The  Church  cannot  be  delivered  from  her  present  degraded  position, 
except  by  consistently  and  fearlessly  taking  this  attitude  of  uncompro¬ 
mising  hostility  to  the  vile  drink-system,  in  its  every  form,  feature,  and 
development.  This,  we  rejoice  to  say,  is  now  the  attitude  assumed  by 
some  Churches  or  congregations  in  Ireland,  by  a  considerable  number  in 
Great  Britain,  and  by  a  very  large  number  in  America.  This  is  the 
true  position  for  the  Church  on  this  matter,  and  must,  therefore,  be  the 
prevalent  one  in  the  long  run  :  most  assuredly,  the  sooner  it  prevails  the 
better.  Let  us  never  fear  to  follow — let  us  on  the  contraiy  fear  not  to 
follow — wherever  truth  leads.  Only  by  following  the  truth  fully  and  fear¬ 
lessly,  can  we  be  loyal,  faithful  subjects  of  King  Jesus,  “  the  truth,”  the 
Leader  of  the  hosts  of  heaven,  whose  only  approved  armory  is  truth. 
Let  our  guiding  mottoes  ever  be — The  King  and  Head  of  the  Church 
first,  the  <  hurch  afterwards  :  the  Word  of  God  always,  the  traditions  of 
men  only  when  in  harmony  with  that  Word  and  duly  verified.  Under 
the  guidance  of  these  heaven-born  mottoes,  we  are  irresistibly  conducted 
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to  the  conclusions,  that  the  erroneous  traditions  of  the  Church,  on  the 
Bible  Temperance  question,  have  given  to  the  Evil  One  his  greatest 
modern  triumph  in  the  terrestrial  war  between  heaven  and  hell ;  that, 
as  the  remedy  for  the  gigantic  disaster  is  Bible  Temperance  truth,  the 
prime  duty  of  every  loyal  Christian  is  the  dissemination  of  that  truth  ; 
and  that  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  all  Christians  to  come  out  at  once, 
clean  and  dear,  from  all  union,  fellowship,  or  participation  in  the  in¬ 
fernal  work  of  upholding  and  perpetuating  that  triumph  of  hell  upon 
earth.  Promptly  learn,  promptly  obey,  and  promptly  spread  the  truth  : 
otherwise  you  are  not  a  loyal  soldier  of  the  Cross.  May  God  help  us  all 
to  be  faithful  unto  death ! 


XI. — SATAN  ENCOUEAGING  THE  PEE  ACHING  OP  THE  GOSPEL  EATHEE 

THAN  TEMPEEANCE. 

In  the  acknowledged  presence  of  the  glaring,  wide-spread  evils  of  in¬ 
temperance,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  Church  should  have  some 
passable  pretext  for  standing  aloof  from  the  beneficent  Temperance  move¬ 
ment  of  our  day,  and  despising  the  great  principles  on  which  that  movement 
is  founded;  and  the  gigantic  intellect  of  the  Evil  One,  who  so  frequently 
“  transforms  himself  into  an  angel  of  light  (2  Cor.  xi.  14)”  to  effect  his  deep 
and  dark  designs,  has  supplied  h  er  with  an  excuse,  which  sh  e  has  adopted  and 
stereotyped,  ofthemost ingenious,  plausible,  and  deceptively  pious  character 
— namely,  that  her  great  and  only  duty  is  to  preach  the  Gospel,  the  true 
remedy  for  all  the  moral  ills  of  humanity.  Perhaps  the  devil  is  never  more 
perfectly  “  transformed  into  an  angel  of  light,”  than  when  through  the  lips 
ofan  esteemed  ministerof  theGospel,in  the  pulpit  from  which  the  enlighten¬ 
ed  Temperance  advocate  is  excluded,  he  crushes  and  kills  the  heaven-born 
aspirations  of  God’s  people  in  the  congregation  in  favor  of  the  Temperance 
cause,  by  pressing  upon  their  attention  the  superior  claims  of  the  Gospel, 
as  the  Divine  remedy  for  all  moral  evil.  “  Preach  the  Gospel,  and  do 
not  desecrate  the  Sabbath  and  the  sanctuary  by  preaching  Temperance 
in  its  stead,”  exclaims  the  drunken  minister  from  his  pulpit,  and  his 
hearers  acquiesce,  and  on  he  proceeds  in  his  downward  career,  leading 
many  along  with  and  after  him  to  ruin,  as  a  blind  leader  of  the  blind. 
“  Preach  the  Gospel  instead  of  Temperance,”  cries  the  moderate-drink¬ 
ing  minister  from  his  pulpit,  and  his  people  approve,  and  on  he  com¬ 
placently  goes  in  a  course  that  proves  ruinous  to  many  of  them,  if  not 
also  to  himself.  “  Preach  the  Gospel  as  the  true  remedy  for  intemper¬ 
ance,”  says  the  expediency-abstaining  minister  from  his  pulpit,  and  the 
expediency  abstainers  approve,  the  drinkers  praise,  the  publicans  applaud, 
the  Devil  audibly  or  ina.udibly,  adds  an  emphatic  “  Amen  !  ”  and  the 
drink  fiends  laugh  “  Ha  !  ha  !  !  ”  Only  a  pious  temptation  could  seduce 
the  pious,  and  the  Old  Serpent  knows  well  how  to  u  become  all  things 
to  all  men  that  lie  may  gain  some.”  Thus  the  preachers  of  the  Gospel 
minus  Temperance,  many  of  them  deceived  themselves  and  all  misleaders 
of  others,  ignoring  the  fact  that  the  drink  system  and  drunkenness 
flourish  apace  in  the  very  presence  of  their  preaching,  complacently  fold 
their  arms,  haughtily  draw  themselves  up  to  their  full  height,  pharasai- 
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cally  assume  that  they  occupy  the  highest  moral  platform,  and  look 
down  from  their  imaginary  altitude  at  the  work  of  Christian  Temper¬ 
ance  reformers,  as  prosecuted  on  a  moral  platform  at  a  great  distance 
beneath  them  :  sometimes  they  look  down  in  sympathy,  sometimes  in 
pity,  sometimes  in  contempt,  and  sometimes  in  wrath — but,  on  the 
whole,  in  a  spirit  of  jealousy  and  opposition  !  And  thus  the  Church, 
through  the  agency  of  her  pastors  and  preachers,  and  by  the  instrumen¬ 
tality  of  her  very  piety  itself,  is  so  led  by  Satan  on  this  momentous 
question,  as  to  be  the  most  powerful,  practical  defender  of  the  accursed 
drink-system,  and  the  mightiest  obstacle  to  the  progress  of  the  glorious 
Temperance  reformation  !  ! 

In  refutation  of  this  specious,  effective,  Satanic  excuse  of  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  our  ecclesiastics  for  ignoring  or  opposing  the  Temperance 
movement,  we  say  direct  and  at  once,  that  there  is  something  immensely 
more  important  than  even  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel !  If  they  be 
startled  at  this  response,  so  much  the  better :  they  need  to  be  startled  ; 
and  the  statement  is  true,  however  startling.  Practising  the  Gospel, 
obeying  the  Gospel,  is  infinitely  more  important  than  preaching  it :  will 
any  one  deny  this  statement  ?  “  Hath  the  Lord  as  great  delight  in 

sacrifices,  as  in  obeying  the  voice  of  the  Lord  ?  Behold,  to  obey  is  better 
than  sacrifice,  and  to  hearken  than  the  fat  of  rams  (1  Sam.  xv.  22). ”  “  To 

do  justice  and  judgment  is  more  acceptable  to  the  Lord  than  sacrifice 
(Prov.  xxi.  3).”  “  Obey  my  voice,  and  I  will  be  your  God,  and  ye  shall 

be  my  people  (.Jer.  vii.  23).”  “Not  every  one  that  saith  untome,  Lord, 
Lord,  shall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  but  he  who  doetli  the 
wrill  of  my  Father  who  is  in  heaven.  .  .  .  Therefore,  whosoever 

heareth  these  sayings  of  mine  and  doetli  them,  I  will  liken  him  unto  a 
wise  man,  who  built  his  house  upon  a  rock  (Mat.  vii.  21,  24).”  “  In¬ 

asmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren, 
ye  have  done  it  unto  me  (Mat.  xxv.  40).”  “Be  ye  doers  of  the  word, 
and  not  hearers  only,  deceiving  your  own  selves  (James  i.  22).”  “  Wilt 

thou  know,  O  vain  man,  that  faith  without  works  is  dead  ?  ...  . 

As  the  body  without  the  spirit  is  dead,  so  faith  without  works  is  dead 
also  (James  ii.  20,  26).”  Let  the  Church  obey  the  Gospel,  reduce  Bible 
doctrine,  Gospel  truth,  to  practice,  practise  the  Gospel  as  well  as  preach 
it,  and  right  speedily  will  she  purge  herself  from  all  complicity  with  the 
body-and-soul-destroying  liquor-traffic  and  drinking  customs.  When 
she  does  this,  Christian  lands  will  cease  to  be  the  drunken  lands  of  the 
earth  :  till  then,  this  hugest  blot  upon  Christendom  must  remain,  the 
Church  herself  being  responsible  ! 

We,  Christian  teetotalers,  preach  the  Gospel  quite  as  earnestly  as 
our  drinking  brethren,  and  with  far  more  power  and  permanent  success, 
because  we  preach  and  practise  it  unadulterated  with  the  errors  and 
contaminations  of  the  drink  system.  We  preach  it  after  the  example  of 
the  inspired  preachers,  by  calling  upon  the  people  to  repent  as  well  as 
believe  (Acts  xx.  21),  to  “cease  to  do  evil,  and  learn  to  do  well  (Is.  i. 
16,  17),”  as  well  as  “  believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.”  We  preach  it 
as  did  the  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles  to  the  Phillipian  Jailer.  Had  that 
greatest  of  preachers,  save  One,  allowed  the  jailer  to  commit  suicide,  he 
would  have  lost  the  opportunity  of  preaching  the  Gospel  to  him.  But, 
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in  the  exercise  of  heaven-imparted  wisdom,  he  saved  the  man’s  life  by 
calling  to  him — “  Do  thyself  no  harm,  for  we  are  all  here” — and  then 
embraced  the  opportunity  of  addressing  to  him  the  glorious  exhortation, 
“  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou  shalt  be  saved  (Acts  xvi. 
28,  31).”  This  is  precisely  our  method  of  preaching  the  Gospel.  We 
say  to  the  drinkers  and  drunkards— Do  yourselves  no  harm  ;  you  are 
poisoning  your  bodies  and  injuring  or  ruining  your  souls  by  Alcoholic 
drink  ;  give  it  up  ;  believe  on  the  Lord  J esus  Christ  and  be  saved  ;  live 
the  lives  of  Christians  in  the  obedience  of  the  Gospel  here  ;  and  prepare 
for  the  glory  of  the  Christian’s  home  hereafter.  Blow  obviously  right  is 
this  method,  of  preaching  the  Gospel,  and  how  transparently  defective  is 
that  of  the  non-Temperance  preachers  !  Space  does  not  admit  of  our 
multiplying  Bible  illustrations,  nor  is  it  necessary.  We  offer  to  the 
world  Christianity  pure,  with  all  its  Divine  morals,  including  the  duty 
of  abstinence  from  the  use  of  alcoholic  drink:  they  present  Christianity 
mixed  with  the  fatal  errors  that  underlie  the  vile  drink-system.  The 
more  of  their  teaching,  preaching,  and  practice,  the  more  drunkenness  : 
the  more  of  ours,  the  less.  Theirs  have  made  Christian  nations  the 
drunken  nations :  ours  are  the  only  remedy  for  the  dire  disgrace. 
Theirs  necessarily  create  and  foster  drunkenness  and  all  its  concomitant 
evils  :  ours  as  necessarily  prevent  and  cure  those  evils.  Christ  was 
“  manifested  that  He  might  destroy  the  works  of  the  devil  (1  John  iii. 
8)  ”  :  theirs  produce  the  works  of  the  devil,  while  ours  destroy  those 
works  :  which  is  the  genuine  Christianity  ? 

Which  now  is  the  higher  moral  platform — theirs  or  ours  ?  We 
claim  no  superiority  over  them  in  other  respects.  We  gladly  recognize  and 
acknowledge  all  the  goodness  we  can  discover  in  them.  On  the  Tem¬ 
perance  question  only,  we  have  pulled  off  their  long  robe  of  fancied 
righteousness,  that  their  true  position  may  be  made  manifest  to  them¬ 
selves  and  others.  We  earnestly  call  upon  them  to  leave  their  low,  pol¬ 
luted  platform  of  the  Gospel  and  drink,  and  to  come  up  to  our  higher 
platform  of  the  Gospel  and  abstinence,  or  rather  to  the  Gospel  pure  and 
simple.  They  may  despise  our  call  ;  but  let  them  remember  that  if  vve 
be  right  and  they  wrong,  which  we  hold  to  be  easily  demonstrable,  the 
call  is  not  ours  but  God’s.  We  call  upon  them  for  the  sake  of  the 
thousands  annually  perishing  through  drink,  and  for  the  sake  of  Him 
whose  name  is  dishonored  by  the  drunkenness  of  Christian  lands,  to 
come  up  with  us  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  in  this  great  moral  conflict. 
Their  platform,  however  unintentional  on  their  part,  fixes  this  dishonor- 
on  the  Bible,  on  the  Gospel,  on  Christianity  :  ours  places  it  upon  the 
erroneous  doctrine  and  consequent  false  practice  of  the  Church.  Theirs 
upholds  the  Church  and  degrades  the  Bible  :  ours  honors  the  Word  of 
God  and  humbles  the  Church.  “  Let  God  be  true,  but  every  man  a 
liar  (Bom.  iii.  4).” 

XII .  ■ — THOROUGHNESS. 

Webster  defines  the  word,  thorough,  in  the  following  terms: — 
“  Going  through,  reaching  from  side  to  side,  not  partial,  not  slight, 
finished,  complete,  full,  perfect.”  This  is  an  exact  description  of 
Christianity,  in  its  adaptation  to  the  glorious  work  of  transforming 
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humanity,  morally  and  physically,  from  what  it  is  to  what  it  ought  to 
be,  for  the  service  and  enjoyment  of  God  in  time  and  eternity.  “  God¬ 
liness  is  profitable  unto  all  things,  having  promise  of  the  life  that  now 
is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come  (1  Tim.  iv.  8).”  The  one  uniform 
method  of  Christianity,  in  its  benign  work  of  freeing  our  race  from 
moral  and  physical  evil,  is  the  removal  of  sin,  the  cause  of  all  evil. 
“  Thou  shaft  call  His  name  Jesus  ;  for  He  shall  save  His  people  from 
their  sins  (Mat.  i.  21).”  The  salvation  of  the  Bible  is  salvation  irom 
sin — nothing  more,  nothing  less,  and  nothing  else,  than  from  sin  and  its 
consequences. 

No  evil  can  be  really  and  permanently  removed  without  the  re¬ 
moval  of  its  cause.  And  as  the  universal  or  general  removal  of  evil 
can  be  effected  only  by  the  universal  or  general  removal  of  sin,  so  the 
removal  of  drunkenness,  a  specific  evil,  can  be  effected  only  by  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  specific  sin  by  which  it  is  caused.  Any  organization, 
therefore,  whose  object  is  to  remedy  the  prevailing  evil  of  drunkenness, 
is  thorough  just  in  proportion  to  the  clearness  of  its  recognition  of  the 
cause  of  drunkenness,  and  the  effectiveness  of  its  method  of  removing 
that  cause.  And,  be  it  ever  remembered,  the  removal  of  any  specific 
evil  is  the  Divine  will  in  operation  in  that  particular  direction,  and 
should,  therefore,  have  all  available  countenance  and  support  from  all 
Christians.  Indeed,  any  Christian  who,  by  precept,  example,  or  other¬ 
wise,  encourages,  or  who  refrains  from  helping  those  who  are  effectively 
removing,  the  cause  of  the  prevalent  evil  of  drunkenness,  no  matter  how 
earnest  and  efficient  he  may  be  in  the  promotion  of  Christianity  in  other 
directions,  is  guilty  of  the  folly  and  sin  of  pulling  down  with  the  one 
hand  what  he  builds  up  with  the  other  :  his  Christian  character  is  lack¬ 
ing  in  thoroughness. 

The  primary  inquiry,  therefore,  for  the  thorough  Christian  Tem¬ 
perance  reformer  or  organization  is — What  is  the  cause  of  drunk¬ 
enness  ?  And  the  true,  simple,  direct  answer  is — The  drinking  of 
intoxicating  liquor,  and  that  alone,  is  the  cause  of  drunkenness. 
Dietetic  Temperance  consists  in  using  aright  wholesome  food  and 
drink,  and  abstaining  totally  from  everything  that  is  unwholesome  ; 
and  as  alcoholic  drink  is  essentially  unwholesome,  the  use  of  such 
drink,  even  in  moderation,  is  intemperance  :  and  this  moderate  in¬ 
temperance  is  the  parent,  the  producing  cause,  of  drunkenness  with 
its  multiform,  hideous,  concomitant  evils.  The  Christian  remedy, 
then,  is — Remove  the  cause  ;  that  is,  stop  the  drinking  of  intoxi¬ 
cants.  The  smoking  and  chewing  of  opium  invariably  produce 
physical,  moral,  and  social  evil,  the  extent  of  that  evil  being  pro¬ 
portionate  to  the  extent  of  the  indulgence  in  the  pernicious  habit, 
and  precisely  the  same  is  true  regarding  the  use  of  alcoholic  drink. 
The  only  effective  remedy  in  the  one  case  is  to  stop  the  smoking 
and  chewing  of  opium,  and  in  the  other  to  stop  the  imbibing  of  al¬ 
coholic  liquor.  And  let  this  cause  of  the  great  and  crying  evil  be 
thoroughly  removed,  not  partially  only.  Let  the  evil  tree,  which 
produces  this  terribly  evil  fruit,  be  not  only  felled  to  the  ground,  but 
let  every  fibre  of  every  arm  of  its  baleful  root  be  completely  eradi¬ 
cated  and  for  ever  destroyed.  Stop  the  drinking  of  the  alcoholic 
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draught  under  the  name  of  either  beverage  or  medicine.  Stop  the 
imbibing  of  it  everywhere  —in  the  private  house,  the  public  house, 
or  the  house  of  prayer.  Yea,  go  to  the  very  root  of  the  matter,  and 
stop  the  manufacture  of  it.  Stop  at  once  and  for  ever  the  gigantic 
sin  of  changing  food  into  poisonous  drink,  of  converting  the  food  and 
grain,  bestowed  by  a  bountiful  Providence  for  the  sustenance  of 
man  and  beast,  into  the  stupefying,  maddening,  soul-and-body-de- 
stroying  products  of  the  vat,  the  brewhouse,  and  the  distillery.  Let 
there  be  no  manufacture  of  alcoholic  drink,  and  there  can  be  no  sale 
or  use  of  it  anywhere  ;  for  it  is  never  a  good  “  creature  of  God,”  but 
always  a  bad  article  of  “  man’s  device.” 

The  man  or  the  body  of  men  that  assumes  this  attitude  of  un¬ 
compromising  hostility  to  the  entire  drink-system,  and  whose  watch¬ 
word  is,  “No  quarter  to  the  foe  !”  may  be  reliable  and  permanently 
effective  in  the  work  of  Temperance  reform ;  but  the  man  or  the 
society  that  takes  up  a  less  advanced  position  cannot  be  so.  The 
man  who  holds  the  alcoholic  cup  to  be  good  as  a  tonic  or  stimulant 
in  certain  conditions  of  body  or  mind,  or  to  be  good  for  use  as  a 
symbol  in  the  ordinance  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  or  to  be  good  as  a 
beverage  in  a  certain  ideal  state  of  society,  cannot  be  relied  upon  as 
a  thorough  Temperance  reformer,  no  matter  how  good  he  may  be 
in  other  respects.  Such  a  man  is  not  free  to  set  himself  against 
the  drunkard’s  drink  and  the  infamous  liquor-traffic  with  all  his 
heart  and  soul  and  mind  and  strength.  He  has  not  attained  that 
freedom  of  action  in  Temperance  reform,  which  the  knowledge  of 
the  truth  bestows.  “  Ye  shall  know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall 
make  you  free  (John  viii.  32).”  When  a  crisis  in  the  movement 
arrives,  there  will  of  necessity  be  found  in  him  a  pernicious  lurch  or 
pull-back  somewhere,  because  of  his  lack  of  thoroughness. 

XIII. — FIDELITY. 

But  it  ought  never  to  be  forgotten,  that  a  man  may  entertain 
Temperance  views  which  are  quite  thorough,  and  yet,  through  lack 
of  sound  moral  principle,  be  sadly  deficient  in  fidelity  to  the  Tem¬ 
perance  cause.  In  the  authorized  English  version  of  the  Bible,  the 
word,  fidelity,  occurs  only  once  (Titus  ii.  10),  but  its  equivalent, 
faithfulness,  is  of  frequent  occurrence.  The  faithfulness  of  God  is 
a  favorite  theme  of  the  inspired  penmen,  particularly  of  “  the  sweet 
Psalmist  of  Israel ;  ”  and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  we  find  faithfulness 
standing  out  as  a  leading  trait  in  the  character  of  all  the  distinguish¬ 
ed  servants  of  God  in  the  olden  times,  the  defaced  image  being  re- 
enstamped  by  grace  upon  their  moral  natures.  The  Divine  char¬ 
acteristic  of  fidelity  was  brilliantly  reflected  in  the  lives  of  Abraham, 
Moses,  Samuel,  David,  Elijah,  Daniel,  Hezekiah,  John  the  Baptist, 
and  the  Apostle  Paul ;  but  it  is  exhibited  to  the  world  in  absolute 
perfection  only  in  the  life  of  Him  who  was  “  God  manifest  in  the 
flesh  (1  Tim.  iii.  16).” 

One  of  the  most  painful  of  our  personal  experiences  as  a  Tem¬ 
perance  advocate  is  to  discover  in  our  midst  so  many  people,  both 


22 


BIBLE  TEMPERANCE. 


inside  and  outside  our  Temperance  organizations,  who,  in  private 
or  in  the  company  of  advanced  Temperance  friends,  profess  to  be 
qui*te  thorough  in  their  Temperance  views,  but  who,  in  public  or  in 
the  presence  of  declared  opponents  of  advanced  views,  prove  utterly 
unfaithful  in  the  maintaining  of  them.  They  are  like  Peter,  whose 
thoroughness,  in  the  presence  of  Jesus  and  His  disciples,  was 
avowed,  ostentatious,  and  boastful,  but  whose  unfaithfulness,  in  the 
presence  of  the  enemies  of  his  Lord  and  Master,  was  pitiable. 
This  unfaithfulness  is  particularly  prevalent  amongst  us  in  relation 
to  Bible  Temperance  truth — hence,  the  necessity  here  for  a  lesson 
on  fidelity.  W e  are  surrounded  by  congregations  in  which  the  un¬ 
fermented  “  fruit  of  the  vine”  is  used  on  Communion  occasions,  but 
whose  ministers  never  give  their  hearers  a  word  of  instruction  from 
the  pulpit  on  the  Bible  Temperance  question  ;  and,  for  want  of  such 
instruction,  some  such  congregations  have  fallen  back  again  into 
unholy  connexion  with  the  infernal  liquor-traffic. 

We  are  surrounded  even  by  leaders  of  Temperance  Societies, 
who  are  misleading  their  respective  organizations  on  this  point. 
They  declare  themselves  to  be  with  us  in  principle  when  and  where 
it  is  popular  to  acknowledge  the  holding  of  advanced  views,  but  are 
just  as  ready  to  unite  with,  and  add  strength  and  influence  to,  the 
opponents  of  such  views  when  and  where  it  is  popular  to  do  so. 
They  will  secure  as  much  credit  as  possible  privately  among  the 
staunch  minority  who  are  faithful  adherents  of  Bible  Temperance 
truth,  on  the  ground  that  they  hold  just  the  same  views  ;  while,  in 
other  circumstances,  to  gain  credit  with  the  unenlightened  majority, 
or  to  secure  subscriptions  to  the  funds  of  their  organizations,  they 
will  appear  to  disavow  the  views  which  they  privately  hold,  if  not 
“  with  oaths  and  curses,”  like  Peter,  yet  in  such  unwarrantable  terms 
of  condemnation  of  the  faithful,  persistent  advocates  of  those  views, 
as  are  most  gratifying  to  rabid  opponents  of  the  thorough  principles 
in  question.  The  same  craven,  selfish  spirit,  which  caused  all  the 
disciples  to  forsake  and  flee  from  Him  who  was  “  the  Truth,”  at 
the  very  time  when  they  ought  in  fidelity  to  have  stood  by  Him  to 
the  death  if  necessary,  prompts  these  expediency  trimmers  to  be 
unfaithful  to  Bible  Temperance  truth,  lest  they  should  lose  in 
position,  popularity,  or  some  other  temporary  or  worldly  interest. 
In  the  hands  of  such  vascillating  time-servers,  no  wonder  there  is 
many  an  ebb  as  well  as  a  flow  in  the  Temperance  reformation. 
Their  conduct  is  dastardly  and  despicable  in  the  extreme,  no  matter 
what  apologies  they  may  devise  to  appease  their  own  consciences, 
and  to  ward  off  for  a  time  the  ultimately  irresistible  arguments  of  the 
faithful  advocates  of  the  whole  truth  on  the  Temperance  question. 

Indeed,  these  unfaithful  adherents  form  the  greatest  hindrance 
to  the  advancement  of  the  Temperance  cause.  Far  better  for  ulti¬ 
mate  success  and  triumph  to  have  honest,  manly,  outspoken  oppo¬ 
nents,  than  lukewarm,  insincere  adherents.  A  persecuting  Saul  of 
Tarsus  is  a  nobler  and  more  hopeful  character  than  an  insincere 
Judas  Iscariot.  There  is  a  sublime  grandeur  in  the  language  of  the 
prophet  of  fire — “  How  long  halt  ye  between  two  opinions?  If  the 
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Lord  be  God,  follow  Him  ;  but  if  Baal,  then  follow  him  (l  Kings 
xviii.  21).”  And  a  greater  than  Elijah  says — “  I  would  thou  wert 
cold  or  hot.  So  then,  because  thou  art  lukewarm,  and  neither  cold 
nor  hot,  I  will  spue  thee  out  of  my  mouth  (Rev.  iii.  15,  16).”  There 
are  honesty,  honor,  and  hopefulness  in  candid,  outside  opponents, 
which  are  wanting  in  insincere,  lukewarm,  inside  adherents.  Our 
glorious  Bible  Temperance  cause  would  be  immensely  better  without 
those,  who  are  with  us  but  not  of  us  in  courage,  steadfastness,  and 
fidelity. 

Such  adherents  are  never  reliable,  being  ever  ready  to  make 
ignoble,  traitorous  compromises  with  the  enemy.  Some  of  them 
will  partake  of  the  inebriating  cup  at  the  Table  of  the  Lord  in  their 
respective  Churches,  on  the  plea,  that  they  would  lose  their  position 
of  office  or  of  influence  for  good,  even  to  the  Temperance  cause, 
should  they  decline  to  partake  of  the  unholy  thing.  But  to  do  evil 
that  good  may  come  is  immoral,  and  always  dishonoring  and  dis¬ 
pleasing  to  God.  Let  it  never  be  overlooked,  that  any  compromise 
whatever  of  moral  principle  is  sinful.  They  will  sometimes  try  to 
defend  their  conduct  by  the  absurd  plea,  that  the  time  has  not  yet 
come  for  taking  a  decided,  open  stand  for  the  right  against  the 
wrong.  But  that  time  is  always  come.  Every  time  is  a  time  to 
practise  and  defend  the  right  :  there  is  never  any  time  to  practise  or 
uphold  the  wrong.  “  Right  is  right,  since  God  is  God.”  Wrong  is 
wrong,  since  Satan  is  Satan.  To  do  the  right  or  refrain  from  the  wrong 
is  for  God  at  all  times  :  to  do  the  wrong  or  refrain  from  the  right  is  for 
Satan  at  all  times.  “Procrastination  is  the  thief  of  time.”  “  Now 
is  the  accepted  time  :  behold,  now  is  the  day  of  salvation  (2  Cor.  vi. 
2).”  Whenever  we  hear  the  suggestion  to  do  the  wrong  or  refrain 
from  the  right,  though  only  for  a  time,  no  matter  for  what  object, 
let  us  prayerfully  remember  and  apply  the  Scripture — “  Get  thee 
behind  me  Satan  ;  for  thou  savorest  not  the  things  that  be  of  God, 
but  the  things  that  be  of  men  (Mark  viii.  33).” 

To  learn  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  thoroughly,  to  practise  the 
truth,  the  whole  truth,  loyally,  to  disseminate  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  faithfully,  on  the  drink  question,  as  on  every  question  that 
concerns  our  conduct  in  relation  to  God  or  man,  is  the  absolute  duty 
of^every  one,  to  the  utmost  of  his  opportunity  and  ability,  at  every 
time  and  in  every  circumstance.  In  other  words,  it  is  our  Chris¬ 
tian  duty,  at  all  times  and  in  all  circumstances,  on  every  practical 
question  like  that  of  Temperance,  to  learn  Divine  truth  as  soon  as 
we  can,  to  obey  it  as  soon  as  we  learn  it,  and  to  spread  it  as  fast 
and  as  far  as  we  are  able.  These  propositions  we  hold  to  be  in¬ 
controvertible,  and  they  take  every  inch  of  ground  from  under  the 
feet  of  the  trimmers  and  time-servers,  who  favor  the  advocacy  and 
practice  of  only  those  phases  of  the  Temperance  question  that  are 
popular,  and  the  holding  in  abeyance  of  those  which  the  people  are 
not  already  prepared  to  accept,  it  is  simply  preposterous,  common 
though  it  be,  to  ask  thorough  Christians  to  disseminate  and  practise 
Divine  truth,  only  so  far  as  it  is  pleasing  to  men.  It  is  the  man- 
worsliippiag  doctrine  of  the  unprincipled  politican,  instead  of  the 
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God-honoring  doctrine  of  the  Bible.  Yea,  it  is  the  old  Heathen 
doctrine,  Vox  populi  vox  Dei,  “  The  voice  of  the  people  is  the  voice 
of  God,”  in  its  most  anti-Christian  form.  It  is  a  doctrine  emanating 
from  the  father  of  lies,  that  the  time  has  not  yet  come  for  the  pro¬ 
mulgation  of  any  ascertained  and  needed  truth  because  of  its  unpopu¬ 
larity.  The  heaven-born  doctrine  is — Proclaim  the  truth  to  the  . 
people,  and  proclaim  it  now,  “whether  they  will  hear,  or  whether 
they  will  forbear  (Ezek.  ii.  7  ;  iii.  11,  27).”  The  matter  of  popularity 
has  nothing  to'  do  with  the  question  of  duty,  and  never  enters  into 
the  calculations  of  the  faithful  servants  of  God.  Would  Jesus  or 
any  of  His  disciples  ever  have  been  persecuted,  imprisoned,  scourg¬ 
ed,  or  crucified,  had  they  taken  such  doctrine  as  their  rule  of  life  ? 
There  is  nothing  more  clearly,  indubitably,  and  emphatically  ex¬ 
pounded  and  illustrated  in  the  Wrord  of  God  and  the  life  of  Jesus, 
than  the  grand,  ennobling  doctrine  and  duty  of  unswerving  fidelity 
to  Divine  truth,  though  it  should  lead  to  the  dungeon,  the  den  of 
lions,  the  furnace  of  fire,  or  the  cross  itself.  When  would  the 
Church  and  the  nation  be  prepared  to  accept  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  upon  the  drink  question,  if  nobody  were  ever  endowed  with 
ability  and  moral  courage  to  teach  that  truth  ?  This  question  lays 
bare  the  fact,  that  the  time-server  is  never  a  reformer — that  “time¬ 
serving  reformer  ”  is,  in  truth,  a  contradiction  in  terms.  He  is  not, 
therefore,  a  Temperance  reformer,  nor  is  the  organization  worthy  the 
name  of  a  Temperance  Society,  that  refrains  to  proclaim  to  our 
drink-cursed  community  any  part  of  the  glorious  circle  of  Temper- 
auce  truth,  and  above  all  the  Biblical  part  of  it,  from  “  the  fear  of 
man  which  bringeth  a  snare  (Prov.  xxix.  25),”  or  any  other  motive. 
Out  upon  all  such  anti-Christian  infidelity  or  unfaithfulness  to 
Divine  truth ! 

XIV. — CONSISTENCY. 

Only  by  thoroughness  in  and  fidelity  to  Bible  Temperance 
principle  can  we  attain  that  God-like  consistency ,  which  is  absolute¬ 
ly  essential  to  the  success  of  the  Temperance  cause.  There  is  per¬ 
fect  consistency  in  all  the  vTorks,  w^ays,  and  wTords  of  God,  because 
of  His  perfection  and  immutability.  “I  am  the  Lord,  I  change 
not  (Mai.  iii.  6).”  “  Every  good  gift  and  every  perfect  gift  is  from 

above,  and  cometh  down  from  the  Father  of  lights,  with  whom  is  no 
variableness,  neither  shadow  of  turning  (James  i.  17).”  “Jesus 
Christ,  the  same  yesterday,  and  to-day,  and  forever  (Ileb.  xiii.  8).” 
Christians  are  consistent  in  so  far  as  they  are  Godlike  or  transform¬ 
ed  into  the  image  of  Christ.  All  truth  is  consistent  :  one  truth  never 
contradicts  another.  Scientific  truth,  or  experimental  truth,  regard¬ 
ing  alcoholic  drink  or  anything  else,  is  never  opposed  to  the  Word 
of  God.  There  is  beauty  in  consistency  :  there  is  deformity  in  in¬ 
consistency.  Consistency  is  power  :  inconsistency  is  weakness. 
Consistency  characterizes  all  that  is  Divine  :  inconsistency  charac¬ 
terizes  nearly  all  that  is  merely  human  in  the  present,  sinful,  er¬ 
ring  state  of  our  race.  Man  is  consistent  so  far  as  he  follows 
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Divine  guidance :  he  is  generally  inconsistent  when  he  follows 
human  teaching  and  example.  The  value  of  consistency  is,  there¬ 
fore,  great  beyond  conception.  In  nothing  is  human  inconsistency 
more  striking  displayed  than  in  connexion  with  drunkenness,  its 
causes,  and  its  remedies.  This  fact  we  shall  now  endeavor  to 
illustrate,  in  the  light  of  Benjamin  Franklin’s  famous,  philosophic 
maxim — “  When  you  get  a  good  principle,  go  through  with  it.” 

(1)  Alcohol,  as  one  of  the  narcotico-acrid  poisons,  is  claimed  by  the 
majority  of  our  medical  practitioners,  and  by  the  majority  of  the 
community  under  their  guidance,  to  be  a  powerful  and  valuable 
drug  in  certain  cases  of  disease  ;  and  yet  these  same  medical  men 
and  people  countenance,  by  both  precept  and  example,  the  beverage 
use  of  this  same  poison  by  the  healthy  !  Would  they  deal  with  any 
other  poisonous  drug  in  this  dual  fashion  ?  If  not,  where  is  their 
consistency  ?  (2)  Our  churches,  whose  avowed  mission  is  to  be  in¬ 

strumental  in  saving  the  people  from  their  sins  and  miseries,  with  a 
pretty  unanimous  voice,  and  with  more  or  less  emphasis  according 
to  circumstances,  denounce  the  liquor  traffic  as  a  national  curse  and 
as  the  prime  source  of  our  most  glaring  national  sins,  while  at  the  same 
time  they  countenance  and  patronize  that  traffic  in  various  ways,  and 
climax  their  patronage  by  conferring  upon  it  the  highest  conceivable 
honor,  through  the  use  of  the  alcoholic  cup  in  the  most  sacred  services 
of  their  sancturies  !  Could  it  be  possible  to  exceed  this  inconsistency  ? 
(3)  Our  legislators,  whose  acknowleged  duty  is  “to  make  it  easy  to 
do  right  and  difficult  to  do  wrong”  in  general,  and  to  prevent  and 
suppress  crime  in  particular,  know  and  admit  that  the  imbibing  of 
intoxicants  is  the  chief  cause  of  our  national  crime  and  wrong-doing  ; 
and  yet  they  legalize,  protect,  and  maintain  the  drink  system,  in 
about  the  strongest  possible  condition  of  seductive  allurement  and 
crime-breeding  efficiency  !  What  unmitigated  inconsistency  !  (4) 

As  a  commercial  nation,  free  trade,  equal  rights,  and  no  monopolies  are 
our  profession  and  boast.  But.  free  trade  in  alcoholic  liquors  would 
be  utterly  intolerable;  and  instead  of  adopting  total  prohibition,  the 
only  legitimate,  consistent  alternative,  we  establish  and  protect  the 
infamous  traffic  in  its  present  form,  as  a  huge  monopoly  in  all  its 
departments  !  What  disgraceful  inconsistency  !  (5)  At  Sunday 

Closing,  Local  Option,  and  other  Temperance  demonstrations,  it  is 
a  matter  of  not  infrequent  occurrence  to  find  chairmen  and  other 
speakers,  who  are  not  teetotalers,  catching  the  spirit  of  the  gather¬ 
ings,  to  hear  them  using  the  most  emphatic  language  in  denunciation 
of  the  liquor. traffic  as  a  pernicious,  wicked  business,  and  to  witness 
their  outspoken  utterances  being  cheered  to  the  echo  by  their  Tem¬ 
perance  auditors  !  Do  these  men  never  reflect,  that  it  takes  two 
parties  to  traffic,  one  to  buy  and  another  to  sell ;  that  they  them¬ 
selves  are  in  the  traffic  which  they  denounce,  as  purchasers  of  the 
poisonous  fluids,  sometimes  for  consumption  at  their  own  tables  and 
sometimes  at  the  Lord’s  Table ;  and  that,  therefore,  it  is  contemp¬ 
tible  inconsistency  on  their  part- to  say  a  word  against  the  traffic, 
until  they  can  do  so  with  clean  hands  ?  Out  upon  such  stupid  or 
hypocritical  inconsistency  !  (6)  Many  of  our  ministers  of  the  Gospel 


D 


26 


BIBLE  TEMPERANCE. 


and  religions  people  hold  and  teach,  that  the  liquor  traffic  is  a  bad 
business,  that  alcohol  is  a  poison,  and  that  our  teaching  about  the 
inevitably  pernicious  effects  of  alcoholic  drink  upon  the  human 
system,  physically  and  morally,  is  quite  correct  and  should  be  dili¬ 
gently  disseminated  throughout  the  community ;  while,  at  the  same 
time,  they  hold  and  maintain,  that  alcoholic  drink  is  divinely  sanc¬ 
tioned  in  the  Bible,  was  miraculously  made  by  Jesus  at  Cana,  and 
is  the  Scriptural  emblem  of  the  atoning  blood  to  be  used  till  the  end 
of  time  in  the  ordinance  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  !  This  is,  perhaps  the 
hugest  inconsistency  of  all,  and  constitutes  at  present  one  of  the 
greatest  hindrances  to  the  progress  of  Christianity  as  well  as  Tem¬ 
perance  throughout  the  world.  Such  errorists  are  not  only  incon¬ 
sistent  themselves,  they  also,  either  ignorantly  or  profanely,  re¬ 
present  the  Providence  of  God,  the  Works  of  God,  and  the  Word  of 
God  to  be  utterly  and  irreconcilably  inconsistent  with  and  contra¬ 
dictory  of  one  another  !  The  fatuity  of  propagating  and  practising 
such  monstrous  doctrine  is  surely  self-evident.  (7)  All  Christians 
hold  and  teach  that  the  example  of  Jesus  was  perfect,  that  the 
doctrine  of  His  Gospel  is  perfect,  and  that,  therefore,  the  more 
closely  His  disciples  imitate  His  example  and  practise  His  teaching, 
the  nearer  to  perfection  must  be  their  conduct ;  but  numbers  of 
Christians  at  the  present  time  glory  in  their  total  abstinence,  signal¬ 
ize  it  by  wearing  the  Blue  Bibbon,  call  it  Gospel  Temperance,  and 
yet  deny  that  our  Lord  Himself  was  a  total  abstainer,  and  will  not 
allow,  so  far  as  they  can  hinder  it,  the  slightest  allusion  to  His 
example  and  teaching  on  the  drink  question  at  their  so-called  Gospel 
Temperance  meetings  !  How  the  Prince  of  Darkness  must  exult  in 
such  purblind  inconsistency  on  the  part  of  the  professing  followers 
of  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  !  There  is  an  old  adage  that  speaks 
about  “  cheating  the  Devil  in  the  dark  :  ”  this  cannot  be  done,  for 
darkness  is  his  own  element.  He  can  be  defeated  only  by  the 
light,  by  the  example  and  teaching  and  power  of  Him  who  is  “  the 
Light  of  the  World.”  For  the  sake  of  Christianity  in  general,  and 
Temperance  in  particular,  it  is  impossible  to  over-estimate  the  im¬ 
portance  of  diffusing  such  light  as  is  requisite  to  secure  that  consis¬ 
tency  throughout  our  Temperance  ranks,  for  the  want  of  which 
multitudes  of  well-meaning  adherents  are  still  insanely  pulling  down 
the  ramparts  of  thq  drink  system  one  day  and  building  them  up  the 
next.  One  consistent  Temperance  advocate  is  worth  a  thousand 
inconsistent  ones,  because  of  the  indomitable  strength  of  consistency 
and  the  inherent  impotence  of  inconsistency.  Oh  !  for  more  Divine 
consistency  in  the  Temperance  movement  of  our  times  ! 

What  will  free  the  Temperance  movement  from  all  this  deplo¬ 
rable  inconsistency  ?  Let  the  Divine  Teacher  answer.  “Ye  shall 
know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free  (John  viii.  32).” 
“  Sanctify  them  through  Thy  truth.  Thy  Word  is  truth  (Johnxvii. 
17).”  The  knowledge  and  practice  of  Temperance  truth  will  produce 
Temperance  consistency,  and  it  can  be  produced  by  no  other  means. 
That  truth  is,  all  alcoholic  drinks  are  poisonous  and  pernicious,  their 
manufacture  and  use  are  condemned,  not  sanctioned,  in  the  Word  of 
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God  and  the  example  of  Jesus,  and  the  liquor  traffic  is  essentially 
immoral  and  devilish.  This  truth  believed  and  practised,  carried  con¬ 
sistently  through,  is  the  Divine  remedy  for  drunkenness.  Consistency 
demands  that  the  fountain  be  purified  if  the  stream  is  to  be  pure,  that 
the  tree  be  good  if  the  fruit  is  to  be  good,  and  that  the  cause  be  re¬ 
moved  if  the  effects  are  to  cease.  Any  other  course  is  inconsistent 
and  ends  in  disappointment.  But,  with  an  inconsistency  which  is 
amazing,  we,  as  a  nation,  persistently  corrupt  the  fountain,  and  vainly 
endeavor  to  purify  the  stream  ;  cultivate  the  bad  tree,  and  labor  at 
the  impossible  task  of  making  the  fruit  good  ;  and  keep  the  cause  in 
active  operation,  while  we  insanely  strive  to  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  the  effects  !  The  community  bewails,  the  Church  denounces,  and 
the  State  outlaws  the  effects,  while  they  all  unite  in  protecting, 
maintaining,  and  cultivating  the  cause  in  almost  every  conceivable 
manner  !  As  the  inevitable  result  of  this  humiliating,  marvellous, 
mad  inconsistency,  we  are  the  most  drunken  people  in  the  world ; 
while  the  sword  of  Divine  judgment  hangs  over  our  nation,  suspend¬ 
ed  by  the  single  hair  of  the  long-suffering  of  God,  and  must  fall 
unless  we  repent  of  our  great  national  sin  !  Oh  !  let  the  Church 
faithfully  purify  the  Lord’s  Table  from  the  contamination  of  the 
foul  and  fiendish  spirit,  alcohol ;  let  the  Christian  and  philanthropic 
portion  of  the  community  piously  purge  their  domestic  tables  and 
festive  boards  from  the  blight  and  curse  of  the  same  demoralizing, 
destructive,  damning  poison  ;  and  let  the  State  patriotically  outlaw 
the  infernal  liquor-traffic,  and  the  righteous,  impending  judgment 
will  be  graciously  stayed  by  such  consistent  action.  But,  let  our  pre¬ 
sent,  national  inconsistency  in  relation  to  the  drink  system  be  pro¬ 
longed,  and,  as  sure  as  God  is  the  Sovereign  Euler  of  nations,  our 
British  nation  must  be  chastised  and  brought  low  ! 

As  Christian  patriots,  therefore,  we  seek  to  avert  the  approach¬ 
ing  national  judgment  by  the  only  possible  means,  the  consistent 
removal  of  the  cause  of  our  national  sin  of  drunkenness  with  all  its 
associated  evils.  The  sin  can  be  removed  only  by  the  removal  of 
its  cause,  which  is  the  imbibing  of  alcoholic  liquors.  The  State, 
encouraged  and  supported  by  the  Satan-deluded  Church,  seems 
madly  determined  to  court  destruction  by  perpetuating  this  cause ; 
and  so  far  our  case  seems  hopeless.  The  hour  is  very  dark,  but  still 
we  are  not  without  some  rays  of  hope.  God  is  long-suffering,  wait¬ 
ing  to  be  gracious,  and  this  national  inconsistency  is  not  universal. 
The  nation  is  composed  of  individuals,  and  there  is  a  small,  but  in¬ 
creasing,  minority  of  the  people  who  are  consistent  on  the  drink 
question,  in  connection  with  the  various  Temperance  organizations, 
but  particularly  with  the  Bible  Temperance  Association.  Let  us 
labor  diligently  and  pray  fervently  for  the  increase  of  this  earnest, 
consistent  minority,  however  the  infatuated  majority  may  rage  and 
oppose ;  and,  peradventure,  through  its  enlightening  and  purifying 
influence,  our  beloved  nation  may  yet  be  brought  to  repentance  and 
spared,  as  was  Nineveh  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  preach¬ 
ing  of  Jonah.  Let  our  faith  in  God,  in  His  truth,  in  the  ultimate 
triumph  of  the  right  be  unwavering  and  strong.  Let  us  ever  feel 
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assured  that  honest,  prayerful  work  done  for  God,  the  truth,  and 
the  right  is  never  done  in  vain,  no  matter  what  present  appearances 
may  indicate,  no  matter  what  the  immediate  results  may  seem,  to 
the  purblind  eye  of  faithless  men.  Let  us,  without  the  shadow  of 
faltering,  have  “  faith  in  God  (Mark  xi.  22)”  and  do  the  right  thoroughly, 
faithfully,  and  consistently,  no  matter  what  man,  devil,  Church,  or 
State  may  say  or  do  against  us  ! 


‘ 1  Courage,  brother,  do  not  stumble,  though  thy  path  be  dark  as  night ; 
There’s  a  star  to  guide  the  humble,  trust  in  God  and  do  the  right ! 

Perish  policy  and  cunning,  perish  all  that  fears  the  light ; 

Whether  losing,  whether  winning,  trust  in  God  and  do  the  right ! 

Some  will  hate  thee,  some  will  love  thee,  some  will  flatter,  some  will  slight ; 
Cease  from  man  and  look  above  thee,  trust  in  God  and  do  the  right ! 

Simple  rule  and  safest  guiding,  inward  peace  and  inward  light, 

Star  upon  our  path  abiding,  trust  in  God  and  do  the  right  !  ” 


THE  WINE  AT  THE  LORD’S 

SUPPER. 


I. — THE  PASSOVER  AND  THE  SUPPER. 

By  a  reverent  and  intelligent  appeal  to  the  Word  of  God,  it  is  not 
difficult  to  show,  that  the  wine  used  at  the  institution  of  the  Lord’s 
Supper  was  unfermented  and  unintoxicating,  and  that  appeal  we  now 
propose  to  make.  In  the  26th  chapter  of  the  Gospel  by  Matthew,  from 
the  17th  to  the  20th  and  from  the  26th  to  the  29th  verses,  we  have  the 
following  account  of  the  institution  of  the  Supper  by  our  Lord  : — “  Now 
the  first  day  of  the  feast  of  unleavened  bread  the  disciples  came  to  Jesus, 
saying  unto  Him,  Where  wilt  Thou  that  we  prepare  for  Thee  to  eat  the 
Passover  ?  And  He  said,  Go  into  the  city  to  such  a  man,  and  say  unto 
him,  The  Master  saith,  My  time  is  at  hand  ;  I  will  keep  the  Passover 
at  thy  house  with  My  disciples.  And  the  disciples  did  as  Jesus  had 
appointed  them  ;  and  they  made  ready  the  Passover.  Now  when  the 
even  was  come,  He  sat  down  with  the  twelve.  And  as  they  were  eating, 
Jesus  took  bread,  and  blessed  it,  and  brake  it,  and  gave  it  to  the  disciples, 
and  said,  Take,  eat ;  this  is  My  body.  And  He  took  the  cup,  and  gave 
thanks,  and  gave  it  to  them,  saying,  Drink  ye  all  of  it ;  for  this  is- My 
blood  of  the  new  testament,  which  is  shed  for  many  for  the  remission  of 
sins.  But  I  say  unto  you,  I  will  not  drink  henceforth  of  this  fruit  of 
the  vine,  until  that  day  when  I  drink  it  new  with  you  in  My  Father’s 
kingdom.”  We  have  similar  accounts  of  the  institution  of  the  Supper 
in  the  14th  chapter  of  the  Gospel  by  Mark,  the  22nd  chapter  of  the 
Gospel  by  Luke,  and  the  11th  chapter  of  Paul’s  first  Epistle  to  the 
Corinthians. 
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In  ascertaining  the  kind  of  wine  nsed  at  the  institution  of  this 
ordinance,  it  is  important  to  note,  that  in  no  case  is  it  called  wine. 
The  word,  wine,  is  never  used  in  connection  with  the  Lord’s  Supper  in 
the  New  Testament.  We  hear  and  see  the  phrase,  “  bread  and  wine,” 
so  often  applied  to  the  emblems  used  at  this  feast,  that  many  have  come 
to  believe  it  to  be  a  Scripture  phrase  ;  but  it  is  not.  “  Cup  ”  is  the 
Scripture  term  employed,  and  what  was  in  the  cup,  we  learn  only  from 
the  context,  where  the  Saviour  calls  it  the  “  fruit  of  the  vine.”  He 
gave  it  this  name  doubtless  in  Hebrew,  but  had  the  inspired  writers 
translated  it  into  Greek  by  oinos,  the  generic  term  for  wine,  it  could 
then  have  been  argued,  that  what  the  cup  contained  may  have  been 
intoxicating,  as  far  as  the  name  used  is  concerned.  But  the  Greek 
phrase,  genneematos  tees  ampelou,  “  fruit  of  the  vine,”  could  not  with 
propriety  be  applied  to  fermented,  intoxicating  wine.  To  make  such  an 
application  of  it  would  be  a  misuse  of  language,  equivalent  to  that  of 
calling  whiskey  the  “  fruit  of  the  field,”  because  it  is  manufactured  from 
corn.  In  the  literal  sense,  grapes  are  the  “fruit  [produce]  of  the  vine.” 
And  the  phrase  can  be  properly  enough  applied  to  the  juice  expressed 
from  the  grape,  with  its  sugar  and  other  constitutents  in  their  whole¬ 
some,  natural,  undecomposed  state.  But  it  would  be  quite  an  illegitimate 
use  of  the  words  to  apply  them  to  poisonous,  artificial,  fermented  wine, 
in  which  the  sugar  has  been  converted  into  carbonic  acid  gas  and  alcohol. 

It  is  not  by  accident,  that  the  word,  oinos ,  is  not  used  :  in  one  re¬ 
spect  it  would  have  been  a  quite  suitable  term,  for  it  was  wine  which 
the  cup  contained.  It  is  of  design,  that  the  Apostles  employ  the  phrase, 
genneematos  tees  ampelou ,  which  conclusively  defines  the  hind  of  wine 
used  on  the  solemn  occasion,  and,  consequently,  the  kind  that  ought,  as 
far  as  practicable,  to  be  used  by  the  Church  in  imitation  of  the  Saviour’s 
example  till  He  come  again.  The  Spirit  of  God  knew  the  end  from  the 
beginning.  He  knew  the  work  to  be  done  by  the  Temperance  reformers 
of  the  nineteenth  century.  He  knew  that  an  unholy  connection  between 
the  Church  and  the  liquor  traffic  would  be  formed  ;  and  He  guided  the 
sacred  writers  to  employ  language,  which,  rightly  understood,  cannot 
leave  the  shade  of  a  shadow  of  doubt  upon  our  minds  but  that  the  wine 
in  “  the  cup  ”  was  the  unfermented,  unintoxicating  “  fruit  of  the  vine 
and,  therefore,  we  feel  assured,  that  we  are  doing  the  Divine  will,  when 
we  lawfully  endeavor  to  promote  the  restoration  of  that  appropiate 
symbol,  to  the  sacred  place  unlawfully  usurped  by  the  inappropriate,  in¬ 
ebriating  cup. 

We  are  also  led,  irresistibly,  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  wine  used 
was  unintoxicating,  when  we  look  at  the  occasion  on  which  our  Lord 
instituted  the  Supper.  As  a  Jew,  He  had  just  concluded  the  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  Passover  with  His  disciples.  By  Divine  command,  no 
leaven,  nor  anything  leavened,  was  to  be  used  at  the  Passover,  nor  even 
to  be  in  the  houses  in  which  the  feast  was  observed,  for  seven  days — 
from  the  14th  till  the  21st  day  of  the  first  month  of  the  Jewish  year, 
called  A  dud  or  Nisan,  corresponding  nearly  with  our  April.  According 
to  the  Passover  law,  given  in  Exod.  xii.,  and  repeated  in  various  forms 
and  places  afterwards,  nothing  but  matzoth ,  sweet  things,  unleavened 
things,  unfermented  things,  was  to  be  used  at  the  feast.  All  seor>  leaven, 
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yeast,  ferment,  anything  that  would  accelerate  fermentation,  was  to  he 
carefully  excluded  from  their  houses.  All  use  of  khamatz ,  anything 
leavened  or  fermented,  was  strictly  prohibited.  In  Exod.  xiii.  6,  7,  the 
law  regarding  leaven  is  concisely  given  thus  : —  “  Seven  days  shall 
ye  eat  (consume)  matzoth,  and  in  the  seventh  day  shall  be  a  feast  unto 
the  Lord.  Matzoth  shall  be  eaten  (consumed)  seven  days  ;  and  there 
shall  no  khamatz  be  seen  with  thee,  neither  shall  there  be  seor  seen  with 
thee  in  all  thy  quarters.” 

There  is  no  reference  to  wine  at  the  Passover  in  the  Old  Testament, 
so  that  its  use  at  that  feast  was  not  of  Divine  appointment.  At  what 
period  the  Jews  began  to  use  it  at  the  feast  is  not  exactly  known, 
though  it  is  known  that  it  was  introduced  at  an  early  date.  The  practice 
of  using  it  was  not  wrong,  for  the  Saviour  conformed  to  it.  It  is,  how¬ 
ever,  worse  than  absurd  to  argue,  as  some  have  done,  that  the  prohibition 
of  the  use  of  seor ,  leaven  or  ferment,  and  khamatz ,  anything  leavened 
or  fermented,  referred  only  to  the  bread  used,  and  not  also  to  the  wine. 
For  important  and  instructive  reasons,  which  we  shall  indicate  in  a  future 
chapter,  the  prohibition  was  absolute,  and  extended  to  everything 
leavened  or  fermented,  and,  therefore,  to  fermented  wine.  The  Jews 
have  always  so  understood  it,  and  have  been  quite  as  careful  in  ex¬ 
cluding  all  wine  which  they  consider  fermented,  as  in  excluding  leavened 
bread.  It  is  true,  that  some  Jews  in  the  East,  sometimes  use  fermented 
wine,  provided  seor ,  artificial  leaven  or  yeast,  has  not  been  employed  in 
its  fermentation.  Some  of  our  opponents  have  tried  to  make  some 
small  capital  out  of  this  fact.  But  when  fully  and  fairly  examined,  the 
fact  turns  altogether  in  favor  of  our  view  of  the  question.  It  shows, 
that  the  Jews  all  along  understood  the  prohibition  of  khamatz  to  extend 
to  the  wine,  and  not  to  be  limited  to  the  bread,  as  our  opponents  imagine. 
And  they  use  fermented  wine  only  because,  in  ignorance  of  the  laws  of 
fermentation,  they  consider  it  unfermented  or  unleavened,  artificial  seor 
not  having  been  used  in  its  fermentation. 

Maimonides,  Bartenora,  and  other  mediaeval  Rabbins  defend  their 
sanction  of  the  use  of  fermented  wine  by  the  absurd,  traditional  theory 
— “  It  is  a  hypothesis  of  the  Jews,  that  the  water  of  fruits  does  not  fer¬ 
ment  ;  hence,  the  prohibition  does  not  apply  to  pure  water  and  wine.” 
This  is  a  striking  illustration  of  how  they  had  “  made  the  Word  of  God 
of  none  effect  through  their  tradition  (Mark  vii.  13).”  They  could  not 
honestly  have  taken  this  position  unless  in  ignorance  of  the  nature  and 
causes  of  fermentation.  They  erroneously  thought,  that  leavening  or 
fermentation  did  not  take  place  unless  seor,  artificial  leaven,  was  em¬ 
ployed  ;  whereas,  through  the  operation  of  the  yeast  germs,  floating  in 
the  air,  upon  the  expressed  juice  of  the  grape,  precisely  the  same  process 
of  fermentation  or  leavening  takes  place,  though  not  so  soon,  without 
the  addition  of  seor  that  does  with  it.  The  Jewish  Rabbins,  in  their 
ignorance  of  this  chemical  fact,  penned  their  absurd  tradition  sanction¬ 
ing  the  use  of  fermented  or  leavened  wine  at  the  Passover,  believing  it 
to  be  unleavened  ;  and  some  modern  Christian  teachers  pitiably  appeal  to 
their  blind  tradition,  instead  of  to  Scripture  itself,  in  opposing  the  re¬ 
formation  which  we  seek  to  promote.  But  truth  is  stronger  than  error, 
and  must  prevail  in  the  long  run. 
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But  while  we  admit,  as  we  always  candidly  admit  any  fact  our 
opponents  adduce  and  endeavor  to  examine  it  fairly,  that  some  Jews 
have,  at  some  times  and  in  some  places,  used  fermented  wine,  in  the 
ignorance  which  we  have  described,  we  are  far  from  admitting  that  the 
Jews  always  or  generally  use  fermented  wine  of  any  kind.  The  Rev. 
C.  F.  Frey,  a  converted  Jew  and  author  of  several  Hebrew  works, 
speaking  of  the  Passover,  says — “  Nor  dare  they  (the  Jews)  drink  any 
liquor  made  from  grain,  nor  any  that  has  passed  through  the  process  of 
fermentation.”  Judge  Noah,  a  leading  Jew  of  New  York,  told  Mr.  E. 

C.  Delavan,  that  wine  prepared  from  steeped  raisins  is  generally  used 
by  American  Jews.  Mr.  A.  C.  Isaacs  writes  to  Dr.  Lees—  “  I  spent 
among  my  own  people  six  and  twenty  years  of  my  life,  and,  prior  to 
becoming  a  convert  from  the  Jewish  to  the  Christian  faith,  I  sustained 
among  them  the  office  of  Hebrew  Teacher.  I  can,  therefore,  speak  con¬ 
fidently  on  the  subject  of  your  enquiries.  All  the  Jews  with  whom  I 
have  ever  been  acquainted  use  unintoxicating  wine  at  the  Passover — a 
wine  made  expressly  for  the  occasion,  and  generally  by  themselves.  If 
it  ever  should  be  fermented,  it  is  certainly  unknown  to  them  and  against 
their  express  intention ;  but  I  never  knew  it  to  exhibit  any  of  the 
symptoms.  The  simple  process  of  making  it  is  this : — Some  raisins, 
dried  grapes,  are  steeped  in  water  for  two  or  three  days  previous  to  the 
Passover,  in  a  small  vessel  placed  near  the  fire.  The  juice  is  then 
strained  or  bottled  off,  as  ‘the  fruit  of  the  vine.’  Sometimes,  if  circum¬ 
stances  arise  to  prevent  the  raisins  being  regularly  steeped,  they  are 
boiled  in  the  forenoon  of  the  day  on  which  the  Passover  is  celebrated  ; 
and  when  the  saccharine  matter  is  thought  to  be  sufficiently  dissolved, 
the  decoction  is  bottled  off  and  cooled.  Such  was  our  Passover  wine; 
so  called,  and  not  merely  syrup  or  raisin  water.  These  are  the  modes  in 
which  the  wine  was  prepared  by  my  own  mother  during  the  whole  period 
I  was  under  the  parental  roof ;  and  when,  subsequent  to  my  father’s 
death,  it  fell  to  my  lot,  as  the  eldest  son,  to  preside  at  the  celebration 
of  the  Passover,  I  administered  the  same  kind.  Seor,  I  take  it,  includes 
the  cause  of  fermention  ;  khamatz ,  whatever,  solid  or  liquid,  has  been 
subjected  to  that  corrupting  process.” 

Dr.  Cunningham,  the  learned  Hebraist,  says — “  What  is  now  chiefly 
used  by  the  Jews  at  the  Passover  for  wine  is  a  drink  made  by  an  infusion 
of  raisins  and  water,  which  is  either  boiled  at  once  or  simmered  during 
several  days.  It  is  free  from  alcohol  and  acidity.  It  is  quite  sweet.  I 
have  tasted  it  at  the  Paschal  Table.  No  Jew  with  whom  I  have  con¬ 
versed,  of  whatever  class  or  nation,  ever  used  any  other  kind.  But  a 
Mr.  Jonas  informed  me  that  he  believed  the  proper  kind  of  wine  is  that 
expressed  from  the  red  grape  at  the  time.”  Professor  Moses  Stuart, 

D. D.,  writes — “I  cannot  doubt  that  khamatz ,  in  its  widest  sense,  was 
excluded  from  the  Jewish  Passover  when  the  Lord’s  Supper  was  first 
instituted  ;  for  I  am  not  able  to  find  evidence  to  make  me  doubt  that 
the  custom  among  the  Jews,  of  excluding  fermented  wine  as  well  as 
bread,  is  older  than  the  Christian  era.  That  this  custom  is  very  ancient, 
that  it  is  even  now  almost  universal,  and  that  it  has  been  so  for  time 
whereof  the  memory  of  man  runneth  not  to  the  contrary,  I  take  to  be 
facts  that  cannot  be  fairly  controverted.”  And  in  the  article  on  the 
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Passover,  inth Encyclopaedia  Britannica,  it  is  said — “  Considerable  dispute 
has  been  raised  as  to  whether  the  wine  used  on  the  occasion  was  fer¬ 
mented  or  unfermented — was  the  ordinary  wine,  in  short,  or  the  pure 
juice  of  the  grape.  Those  who  hold  that  it  was  unfermented  appeal 
mainly  to  the  expression  ‘  unfermented  things,’  which  is  the  true  ren¬ 
dering  of  the  word  translated  ‘  unleavened  bread.’  The  Rabbins  would 
seem  to  have  interpreted  the  command  respecting  ferment  as  extending 
to  the  wine  as  well  as  to  the  bread  of  the  Passover.  The  modern  Jews, 
accordingly,  generally  use  raisin  wine,  after  the  injunction  of  the 
Rabbins.” 

Rabbinical  law  and  usage,  regarding  the  exclusion  of  ferment  and 
fermented  things  from  the  Passover  feast  and  from  the  houses  in  which 
it  was  observed,  were  exceedingly  strict.  Dr.  Lees  says — “  The  Rabbins 
enumerate  four  degrees  of  preparation  for  the  feast  of  unfermented  things. 
(1)  Expurgatio  fermenti — the  cleansing  of  all  their  household  utensils, 
lest  any  taint  of  ferment  might  be  attached  to  them,  which  process  of 
purification  was  effected  two  or  three  days  before  the  Passover.  (2) 
Inquisitio  fermenti — the  searching  after  ferment  or  leaven  throughout 
all  their  houses,  even  to  the  mouse-holes,  the  Mishna  expressly  enjoin¬ 
ing  the  cellar  to  be  searched.  This  search  was  made  with  a  wax  candle 
on  the  night  preceding  the  Passover.  (3)  Conflagratio  fermenti ,  or 
burning  of  the  ferment,  which  took  place  about  noon.  Then  followed 
the  last  degree — (4)  Exeeratio  fermenti — the  cursing  or  annulling  of  the 
ferment  in  this  form  : — ‘  All  manner  of  ferment,  or  whatsoever  ferment¬ 
ed  thing  is  in  my  possession,  whether  seen  of  me  or  not  seen,  cleansed 
of  me  or  not  cleansed,  let  it  all  be  scattered,  annulled,  and  accounted  as 
the  dust  of  the  earth.’  ” 

After  Supper,  then,  our  Redeemer  took  “  tlie  cup.”  What  cup  ?  The 
cup  on  the  Paschal  Table.  What  did  the  cup  contain'?  The  “fruit  of 
the  vine.”  In  what  state 'I  We  unhesitatingly  affirm  that  there  is 
room  for  only  one  answer,  namely,  the  unleavened,  unfermented,  unin¬ 
toxicating  state,  else  the  Saviour  violated  the  Divine  law  ;  and  no  Chris¬ 
tian  will  be  intentionally  guilty  of  the  blasphemy  of  teaching  such  a 
doctrine  as  that.  “  I  will  not  drink  henceforth  of  this  fruit  of  the  vine, 
until  that  day  when  I  drink  it  new  with  you  in  my  Father’s  kingdom” 
is  a  most  beautiful  and  instructive  announcement,  and  admits  of  no 
contrary  idea  to  the  devout  and  the  enlightened  mind,  but  that  the 
“  fruit  of  the  vine”  alluded  to  was  nutritive,  not  poisonous,  innocent, 
not  hurtful,  pure,  not  corrupted,  being  the  Divinely  appointed  symbol 
of  that  precious  blood  which  “  saw  no  corruption  (Acts  xiii.  37).”  Had 
the  wine  in  “the  cup”  been  intoxicating,  and  had  the  Saviour  described 
it  in  Scripture  language,  instead  of  calling  it  “fruit  of  the  vine,”  He 
would  have  said,  “  T  will  not  drink  henceforth  of  this  ‘  mocker  (Prov. 
xx.  1),’  until  that  day  when  I  drink  it  new  with  you  in  My  Father’s 
kingdom”  ;  or,  “  I  will  not  drink  henceforth  of  this  cup  which  ‘  at  the 
last  biteth  like  a  serpent  and  stingeth  like  an  adder  (Prov.  xxiii.  32),’ 
until  that  day  when  I  drink  it  new  with  you  in  My  Father’s  kingdom”  ; 
or,  “  I  will  not  drink  henceforth  of  this  ‘  poison  of  dragons  and  cruel 
venom  of  asps  (Deut.  xxxii.  33),’  until  that  day  when  I  drink  it  new 
with  you  in  my  Father’s  kingdom  or,  “  I  will  not  drink  henceforth  of 
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tliis  ‘wine  of  astonishment  (Ps.  lx.  3)’,  until  that  day  when  I  drink  it 
new  with  you  in  My  Father’s  kingdom”;  or,  “  I  will  not  drink  henceforth  of 
this  c  wine-cup  of  God’s  fury  (Jer.  xxv.  15)’,  until  that  day  when  I  drink 
it  new  with  you  in  my  Father’s  kingdom”  ;  or,  I  will  not  drink  hence¬ 
forth  of  this  ‘  wine  of  which  the  nations  have  drunk  and  are  mad, 
(Jer.  li.  7)’,  until  that  day  when  I  drink  it  new  with  you  in  my  Father’s 
kingdom”;  or,  “  I  will  not  drink  henceforth  of  this  ‘wine  of  the 
wrath  of  God  (Key.  xiv.  10)’,  until  that  day  when  I  drink  it  new  with 
you  in  My  Father’s  kingdom”  ;  or,  “  I  will  not  drink  henceforth  of  this 
‘  wine  of  the  fierceness  of  God’s  wrath  (Rev.  xvi.  19)’,  until  that  dajr 
when  I  drink  it  new  with  you  in  My  Father’s  kingdom.”  By  this 
reductio  ad  absurdum  argument  and  these  illustrations,  we  are  again 
irresistibly  carried  to  the  conclusion,  that  our  Saviour  did  not  select  the 
cup  which  inebriates,  maddens,  and  destroys,  as  the  symbol  of  His  own 
precious,  healing,  and  life-giving  blood. 

“  Wine  from  the  cluster  Jesus  gave,  the  grape’s  pure,  purple  flood ; 

And  in  remembrance  we  would  crave  that  emblem  of  His  blood  : 

But  drink  injurious  to  our  race, 

On  Jesu’s  Board  should  have  no  place.” 

II. — THE  CASE  OF  THE  CORINTHIAN  CHURCH. 

Those  who  favor  the  use  of  the  mocking,  biting,  stinging,  madden¬ 
ing,  poisoning,  body-and-soul-destroying  wine  at  the  Lord’s  Supper  often 
appeal  for  support  to  the  case  of  the  Corinthian  Church,  recorded  in  the 
11th  chapter  of  Paul’s  First  Epistle  to  that  Church,  where  at  the  21st 
verse,  speaking  of  the  Corinthian  Communicants  at  the  Lord’s  Table,  he 
says,  “  one  is  hungry,  and  another  is  drunken.”  Our  opponents  quote 
this,  and  exclaim  with  a  triumphant  air,  “  It  must  have  been  intoxicat¬ 
ing  wine  the  Corinthian  Christians  used,  else  how  could  they  have  been 
drunken  ?”  It  would  be  sufficient  for  our  purpose'  to  reply,  that  the 
example  of  no  Church  is  to  be  taken  as  an  infallible  guide,  and  certainly 
not  the  example  of  one  at  a  time  when  an  inspired  writer  is  just  re¬ 
buking  the  members  for  certain  errors  and  abuses ;  and  this  reply  would 
be  greatly  emphasized  if  we  accepted  our  opponents’  representation  of 
them,  that  they  were  so  demoralized  and  degraded  as  to  be  found  sitting 
or  lying  drunk  at  the  Table  of  the  Lord.  We  have  an  infallible  ex 
ample  given  to  us,  that  of  our  Lord  and  Master  Himself ;  and  having 
ascertained,  as  we  confidently  submit  we  have  done  in  the  previous 
chapter,  that  the  wine  which  He  used  was  unintoxicating,  our  duty  is 
unhesitatingly  to  follow  His  Divine  example,  in  preference  to  that  of 
the  Corinthian  or  any  other  Church. 

But,  on  a  closer  examination  of  the  passage,  we  find  there  is  nothing 
in  it  to  show,  that  even  the  Corinthians  used  intoxicating  wine  at  the 
Lord’s  Supper.  If  they  had  done  so,  they  would  have  been  an  exception 
among  the  Churches  of  the  time,  and  among  the  Churches  of  the  East 
till  the  present  time.  It  was  unfermented,  unintoxicating  wine,  which 
was  used  by  our  Saviour  and  His  Apostles  at  the  institution  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper,  which  was  used  by  the  Primitive  Church  in  its  purity, 
which  has  always  been  used  in  those  branches  of  the  Church  that  have 
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followed  our  Lord’s  example  and  the  teaching  of  the  Bible.  We  have 
conclusive  evidence  that  the  Oriental  Churches  in  all  the  primitive  seats 
of  Christianity,  such  as  the  Christians  of  St.  John  in  Persia,  of  St. 
Thomas  in  India,  of  the  Nestoreans  in  Syria,  and  the  Christians  of 
Abyssinia,  use  un fermented  wine  at  the  Lord’s  Supper.  It  was  only  as 
a  corrupt  innovation,  that  the  use  of  intoxicating  wine,  among  other 
dangerous  and  deadly  errors,  crept  into  the  Western  Churches  in  the 
Dark  Ages.  At  the  glorious  Deformation,  in  whose  splendid  results  we 
all  rejoice,  much  light  was  made  to  shine  upon  the  darkness  which  had  so 
long  and  so  sadly  prevailed.  But  neither  the  Reformers,  nor  their 
followers  up  till  the  present,  possessed  all  necessary  light  upon  every 
question.  Several  important  errors  in  doctrine  and  practice  were  left 
unreformed,  and  must  yet  be  rectified,  before  our  Churches  become  what 
the  Head  of  the  Church  wishes  them  to  be.  And  among  these  errors  of 
doctrine  and  practice,  there  is  none  of  greater  magnitude  and  more  serious 
consequences  than  the  one  which  the  Bible  Temperance  Association  aims 
at  reforming.  We  are  not,  therefore,  innovators,  as  our  opponents 
sometimes  represent  us  to  be,  when  we  seek  “  to  dispel  the  delusion  that 
the  Bible  contains  Divine  sanction  for  the  use  of  intoxicating  drink,”  and 
to  aid  in  purifying  the  Church  from  one  of  the  most  dangerous  and  deadly 
innovations  which  have  ever  marred  her  beauty,  tarnished  her  fair  fame, 
and  retarded  her  heaven-appointed  work  of  evangelizing  the  world. 

For  that  innovation,  the  Church  can  find  no  solid  foundation  in  the 
Bible,  not  even  in  the  case  of  the  Corinthian  Church  under  review.  The 
word  translated  “  drunken”  in  the  passage  is  metliuei.  Now,  though  the 
Greek  word,  methuo ,  is  generally  used  with  reference  to  drinking,  it  is 
frequently  applied  to  feasting,  including  both  eating  and  drinking,  and, 
as  we  shall  see,  it  is  plainly  so  applied  here.  Methuo  means  to  be  intoxi¬ 
cated,  or  to  be  satisfied,  satiated,  or  surfeited.  If  people  drink  intoxi¬ 
cating  liquor  till  they  are  satiated,  or  surfeited,  they  are  drunk,  of  course, 
but  not  so  if  they  be  partaking  of  wholesome  food  or  drink.  When  an 
original  word  has  two  or  more  meanings,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  translator 
to  select  the  one  which  will  best  fit  into,  and  make  sense  with,  the  con¬ 
text.  Our  translators  completely  missed  this  in  the  case  before  us. 
“  Drunken”  is  not  the  antithesis  of  “  hungry.”  It  does  not  make  sense, 
but  complete  nonsense  ;  and  there  can  be  no  nonsense  in  the  Bible  rightly 
interpreted.  But  “full,”  “  satisfied,”  “satiated,”  or  “surfeited”  is  the 
antithesis  of  “hungry, ’’makes  good  sense, and  is  an  accurate  translation  of  the 
original  word,  metliuei.  Therefore,  “drunken”  is  obviously  a  mistranslation. 

“One  was  famished,  while  another  was  surfeited,”  as  it  is  put  by 
the  Rev.  David  King,  LL.D.,  in  the  Imperial  Bible  Dictionary.  “One 
is  hungry,  and  another  is  surfeited  ”  is,  we  believe,  the  correct  rendering  : 
certainly  “  drunken  ”  is  incorrect.  The  Temperance  Bible-Commentary 
gives  “  one  is  hungry,  and  another  is  filled-out,”  or  “  over-tilled — gorged.” 
Clement  of  Alexandria  renders  metliuei  here  “  full  Dr.  Hammond, 
“  feeds  to  the  full Dr.  Macknight,  “  is  plentifully  fed  f  and  Archbishop 
Newcome.  “indulges  to  excess.”  Dr.  Newcoine  adds — “The  word, 
metliuei ,  does  not  necessarily  import  drunkenness  ;  and  Dr.  Bloomfield 
says — “  That  drunkenness  is  not  meant  here  is  plain  from  what  is  said 
in  the  next  words,  ‘  Have  ye  not  houses  to  eat  and  to  drink  (not  get 
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drunk)  in  ?’  ”  Edgar  Taylor  gives  the  translation — “  One  is  hungry, 
and  another  is  filled  to  excess.”  Pool,  in  his  Synopsis  Criticorum, 
says — “  I  take  our  translation  of  this  word,  methuei,  to  be  very  hard  and 
uncharitable  ;  because  the  word  doth  not  necessarily  so  signifiy,  but  only 
drinking  beyond  what  is  strictly  necessary  It  must  be  very  uncharita¬ 
bly  presumed  of  the  Church  of  Corinth,  that  they  should  suffer  persons 
actually  drunk  to  come  to  the  Lord’s  Table.”  Matthew  Henry  com¬ 
ments — “  Some  wanted,  while  others  had  more  than  enough.”  Thomas 
Scott  paraphases — “  W  hile  the  poor  went  away  hungry,  the  r  ich  ate  and 
drank  plentifully,  if  not  to  excess.”  Joseph  Benson  has — “  Drunken  or 
rather  filled,  or  is  plentifully  fed,  as  methuein  signifies  here,  being 
opposed  to  one  is  hungry.  The  word  is  used  in  this  sense  by  the  Seventy .” 
Adam  Clarke  comments  —  “  The  people  came  together,  and,  it  appears, 
brought  their  provisions  with  them ;  some  had  much,  others  had  less  ; 
some  ate  to  excess,  others  had  scarcely  enough  to  suffice  nature.  One 
was  hungry,  and  the  other  was  filled  to  the  full  :  this  is  the  sense  of  the 
word  in  many  places  of  the  Scripture” — that  is,  of  the  Septuagint. 
William  Reid,  D.D.,  Edinburgh,  translates  methuei  here  “  satiated,” 
and  adds — “  A  double  significance  of  a  similar  word  is  common  amongst 
ourselves.  Fou  bears  the  signification  of  drunk  with  liquor,  and  of 
satiated  with  food.  The  context  and  the  whole  circumstances  of  the  case 
best  accord  with  this  idea.” 

We  might  add  similar  quotations  from  Chrysostum,  Bengel,  Calvin, 
Beza,  Doddridge,  Trapp,  Gill,  Nugent,  Halley,  Nott,  Parkhurst,  Scarlett, 
Ewing,  Stackhouse,  Gilpin,  Lightfoot,  Lewis,  Kirk,  and  a  host  of  other 
eminent  translators  and  commentators,  ancient  and  modern.  The 
Temperance  Bible-Commentary ,  whose  Authors  (Lees  and  Burns)  are  as 
thoroughly  masters  of  this  question  as  any  others  are  or  ever  have  been, 
says — “  The  wealthier  members  having  consumed  their  provisions,  those 
who  came  in  afterwards,  or  had  but  little  at  first,  remained  hungry, 
while  the  others  were  surcharged.  This  explanation  has  been  adopted 
by  the  whole  body  of  expositors,  ancient  and  modem.”  The  exceptions 
are  very  few  indeed,  and  the  view  of  “  the  whole  body  of  expositors”  is 
so  obviously  correct,  that  it  is  anything  but  creditable  to  the  Revisers 
that  the  glaring  mistranslation,  “  drunken,”  is  retained  in  the  Revised 
New  Testament. 

What  the  Apostle  complains  of'is  not  drunkenness,  but  u  divisions” 
which  had  arisen  among  them,  as  we  find  in  the  18th  verse — “For  first 
of  all,  when  ye  come  together  in  the  Church,  I  hear  that  there  be  divisions 
among  you,  and  I  partly  believe  it.”  They  were  in  the  habit  of  coming 
together  on  these  Sacramental  occasions,  not  as  we  do,  at  mid-day  and 
for  worship  merely,  but  in. the  evening  for  supper,  in  what  they  called 
agapai,  love-feasts,  at  the  close  of  which  they  passed  around  and  partook 
of  the  bread  and  wine,  after  the  Saviour’s  example,  in  obedience  to  His 
command,  and  in  commemoration  of  Llis  dying,  yet  undying,  love.  At 
these  love-feasts  the  richer  members  of  the  Church  had  got  into  the 
habit  of  meeting  early  in  the  afternoon,  and  spreading  for  themselves 
tables  of  their  own,  laden  with  abundance  of  good  things  both  to  eat  and 
drink,  while  their  poorer  brethren,  servants  or  slaves,  coming  in  late  in 
the  evening  from  their  toils,  had  to  sit  down  by  themselves  at  tables 
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with  such  scanty  fare,  as  not  to  be  sufficient  to  satisfiy  their  hunger ; 
and  so  “  one  was  hungry,  and  another  was  surfeited/’  not  “  drunken.” 
This  caused  the  poor  to  envy  the  rich  and  the  rich  to  despise  the  poor, 
and  very  naturally  created  the  u  divisions”  of  which  the  Apostle  com¬ 
plains.  That  this  is  the  correct  view  of  the  matter  is  plain  enough  from 
verses  20  and  21 — “  When  ye  come  together  into  one  place,  this  is  not 
to  eat  the  Lord’s  Supper.  For  in  eating  every  one  taketh  before  other 
his  own  supper  ;  and  one  is  hungry  and  another  is  surfeited,”  or  feasts 
to  satiety.  “  Every  one  taking  before  other  his  own  supper,”  and  not 
waiting  for  the  arrival  of  his  humbler  brother,  it  was  not  a  common  meal, 
a  Communion  Table ,  and  hence  the  unseemly  “  divisions”  which  marred 
the  cause  of  Christ  among  them.  Such  distinctions  and  separations 
between  the  rich  and  the  poor  at  the  Lord’s  Supper  would  cause  similar 
divisions  in  any  Church. 

In  the  next  verse,  the  Apostle  adds — “  What !  have  ye  not  houses 
to  eat  and  to  drink  in  ?  or  despise  ye  the  Church  of  God,  and  shame  them 
that  have  not?”  This  proves  that  he  was  speaking  of  feasting,  and  not 
of  drinking  merely — “  Have  ye  not  houses  to  eat  and  to  drink  in?” 
And  it  also  proves  that  “  drunken”  is  a  mistranslation,  for  by  implica¬ 
tion  the  Apostle  here  sanctions  their  doing  in  their  own  houses,  what 
he  complains  of ;  that  is,  having  separate  feasts  for  themselves  and  their 
friends  if  they  chose  at  home,  but  not  in  the  Church  to  cause  “  divisions” 
among  them.  But  Paul  could  not  have  sanctioned  drunkenness  in  their 
own  houses  or  anywhere  else.  We  all  know  what  a  number  of  drunk 
men  and  women  are.  We  have  seen  and  heard  them  in  public  houses 
and  private  houses.  And  we  may  rest  assured,  that  had  the  Corinthians 
been  in  the  habit  of  getting  drunk  at  the  Table  of  the  Lord,  this  is  not 
the  mild  language  in  which  the  faithful,  inspired  Apostle  would  have 
spoken  of  their  conduct.  The  conclusion  of  his  exhortation,  in  verses 
33  and  34,  is  in  full  harmony  with  the  view  of  the  passage  we  have 
given,  and  is  altogether  out  of  harmony  with  the  opposite  view  : — • 
“  Wherefore,  my  brethren,  when  ye  come  together  to  eat,  tarry  one  for 
another.  And  if  any  man  hunger  let  him  eat  at  home  ;  that  ye  come 
not  together  unto  condemnation.  And  the  rest  will  I  set  in  order  when 
I  come.”  In  the  sixth  chapter  of  this  very  letter  to  the  Corinthian 
Christians,  the  Apostle  says  that  some  of  them  had  been  drunkards,  but 
they  were  then  washed  and  sanctified.  Could  he  have  written  to  them 
thus,  had  a  considerable  proportion  of  them  been  such  degraded  drunk¬ 
ards  still,  as  to  get  habitually  drunk  at  the  Lord’s  Supper  ?  The  idea 
is  worse  than  preposterous :  what  a  pity  that  it  should  ever  have  got 
currency  in  our  English  Bible,  and  still  more  that  it  should  be  perpetu¬ 
ated  in  our  revised  translation  ! 

The  late  Professor  Moses  Stuart,  D.D.,  that  prince  of  Biblical 
scholars  and  critics,  says — “  The  simple  state  of  the  case  seems  to  be, 
that  the  Corinthians  kept  a  love-feast  on  Sacramental  occasions.  Thither 
some  carried  plenty  of  provision  and  drink,  and  ate  and  drank  to  the  full ; 
while  the  poor  of  the  Church  could  not  do  this,  and  were  thus  put  to 
shame  by  the  richer  class.  ‘  One  is  hungry,’  that  is,  the  poor  man  ; 
another  methuei,  ‘  drinks  to  the  full/  this  is  the  richer  man.  That  the 
word  may  mean  ‘gets  drunk/  I  do  not  deny.  That  it  must  mean  so,  I 
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do  deny.  Its  etymology  shows  the  real  meaning.  Methu  means  sweet 
wine,  and  most  naturally,  therefore,  unfermented  wine.  Methuo  is  a 
denominative  verb,  formed  from  it,  and  means  to  partake  of  methu ;  and 
very  naturally,  in  the  second  place,  to  partake  freely  of  it.  But,  as  to 
being  drunken,  that  is  another  question.  A  free  partaking  of  the  sweet 
wine  would  make  no  man  drunk.  The  indecorum  complained  of  lay  in 
the  feasting  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  starvation,  so  to  speak,  on  the 
other.  Paul  lays  his  hand  upon  the  whole  proceeding,  and  prohibits 
public  love-feasts,  as  connected  with  the  Lord’s  Supper.  This  now  is 
one  of  those  cases  in  which  a  regard  to  the  character  of  the  parties  con¬ 
cerned  should  exercise  control  over  the  interpretations  of  a  word.  In 
this  case,  such  a  control  is  altogether  admissible ;  for  it  brings  us  back 
to  the  original  and  natural  meaning  of  the  verb  methuei,  which  is,  to 
drink,  or  drink  freely,  of  methu.  Why  should  we  give  to  the  word  the 
worst  sense  of  which  it  is  capable  ?  ” 

Albert  Barnes  and  one  or  two  other  commentators,  who  accept  our 
English  version  as  correct,  and  endeavor  to  account  for  the  drunkenness 
of  the  Corinthian  Christians,  do  grievous  and  inexcusable  wrong  to  that 
ancient  Church.  Had  the  Corinthians  been  in  the  habit,  as  the  mis¬ 
translation  would  represent  them  to  have  been,  of  converting  the  occasion 
of  the  celebration  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  into  a  scene  of  drunken  revelry, 
resembling  the  orgies  of  Bacchus,  they  would  stand  out  in  history  as 
the  most  degraded  community  that  ever  bore  the  Christian  name.  But 
this  was  not  their  condition — very  far  from  it.  On  the  contrary,  they 
stood  very  high  in  the  scale  of  piety,  purity,  and  fidelity,  as  various 
statements  in  the  apostolic  epistles  addressed  to  them  demonstrate.  It 
was  not  with  them,  as  it  is  with  us,  popular,  fashionable,  and  lucrative 
to  be  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  It  was  such  a  cross  as  few,  if 
any,  but  genuine  disciples  of  the  Crucified  One  could  have  borne.  In 
the  second  verse  of  this  very  chapter,  the  Apostle  addresses  them  thus  : 
— “  Now  I  praise  you,  brethren,  that  ye  remember  me  in  all  things,  and 
keep  the  ordinances  as  I  delivered  them  unto  you.”  How  strange  that 
any  intelligent  reader  could  ever  have  believed,  that  the  same  parties 
could  be  addressed  in  language  like  this,  and  charged  with  drunkenness 
at  the  Table  of  the  Lord,  by  the  sacred  penman  in  the  same  chapter! 
And  what  a  relief  it  is  to  the  Christian  mind  to  see  the  Corinthian 
Church  successfully  defended  from  the  unwarrantable  stigma  uninten¬ 
tionally  cast  upon  it  by  our  excellent  translators.  And  this  true  view 
of  the  matter,  not  only  vindicates  the  character  of  the  Corinthian  Church, 
but  it  scatters  to  the  winds  for  ever  the  one  and  only  Scripture  argu¬ 
ment,  even  in  our  English  version,  in  favor  of  the  use  of  intoxicating 
wine  at  the  Table  of  the  Lord.  “  To  the  law  and  to  the  testimony  ;  if 
they  speak  not  according  to  this  word,  it  is  because  there  is  no  light  in 
them  (Is.  viii.  20).”  <{  To  the  law  and  to  the  testimony  ”  we  confidently 

appeal,  full  well  assured,  that  if  men  will  support  the  iniquitous  drink- 
system,  at  the  Lord’s  Table  or  anywhere  else,  they  must  do  so  on  human 
responsibility — they  will  find  no  authority  for  their  conduct  in  the  Book 
Divine. 

“  Then,  from  the  Table  of  the  Lord,  banish  the  drunkard’s  wine  ; 

And  let  that  mystic  feast  be  stored,  with  thy  pure  blood,  O  vine  ! 

Forbear  to  breathe  the  Saviour’s  name, 

O’er  draughts  of  poisonous,  liquid  flame  !” 


38 


THE  WINE  AT  THE  LORD’S  SUPPER. 


III. — ARGUMENTS  PRACTICAL  AND  RATIONAL. 

Having  demonstrated,  as  we  claim  to  have  now  done  conclusively, 
that  Hie  wine  uv  <}  ny  fnir  l>rd  an  Hi  -  disciples,  at  the  last  Passover 
feast  an  I  -v  °  in.sfitffi  b>n  of  .  in  its  room  and  stead, 

was  unfermented  and  anintoxi eating,  n  -  that  there  are  no  sufficient 
grounds  for  Relieving  that  the  Primitive  Church  in  Corinth  used  intoxi¬ 
cating  wine  at  that  sacred  feast,  we  now  beg  to  submit  a  few  arguments 
of  a  practical  and  rational  character  against  the  use  of  the  alcoholic  cup 
at  the  Table  of  the  Lord. 

1. — The  Church  and  the  Liquor  Traffic. 

If  there  be  two  institutions  on  earth  which  in  their  nature  and 
operations  are  altogether  antagonistic  to  each  other,  they  are  the  true 
Church  of  Christ  and  the  infernal  liquor-traffic.  Christ  was  manifested 
and  His  Church  established  to  “  destroy  the  works  of  the  devil  ”  :  the 
liquor  traffic  accomplishes  “  the  works  of  the  devil  ”  in  every  possible 
manner.  There  is  nothing  about  the  liquor  traffic  of  which  Christ  can 
approve,  and,  consequently,  nothing  of  which  the  devil  can  disapprove — 
except  the  legal  restrictions  by  which  it  is  curbed  ;  and,  perhaps,  not 
even  these,  as  they  only  perpetuate  its  existence  by  rendering  it  tolerable 
so  much  longer.  The  legitimate  fruits  of  the  Church  are  good,  only 
good,  and  that  continually :  the  natural  and  necessary  fruits  of  the 
traffic  are  evil,  only  evil,  and  that  continually.  The  Church  promotes 
“  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  good  will  toward 
men  ”  :  the  traffic  operates  directly  against  the  Divine  glory  and  human 
welfare.  The  object  of  the  Church  is  to  sanctify  and  save  :  the  object 
of  the  traffic  is  to  make  money  by  a  system  which  pollutes  and  destroys. 
The  money  legitimately  raised  and  expended  by  the  Church  cultivates 
the  grace  of  liberality  in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  blesses  both 
givers  and  receivers  :  the  money  made  by  the  traffic  is  as  truly  blood- 
money  as  were  the  thirty  pieces  of  silver  for  which  the  traitor  sold  the 
“  innocent  blood,”  and  invariably  curses  the  individual  or  the  State  that 
receives  it.  We  do  not  go  too  far  when  we  say,  that  while  the  fruits  of 
the  Church,  like  those  of  the  Spirit  by  whom  she  is  animated,  are  “  love, 
joy,  peace,  long-suffering,  gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  meekness,  temper¬ 
ance,”  against  which  “  there  is  no  law  ” — that  is,  no  Divine  law — the 
fruits  of  the  traffic,  like  those  of  the  flesh,  are  “  adultery,  fornication, 
uncleanness,  lasciviousness,  idolatry,  witchcraft,  hatred,  variance,  em¬ 
ulations,  wrath,  strife,  seditions,  heresies,  envyings,  murders,  drunken¬ 
ness,  revellings,  and  such  like,”  against  which  every  heaven-born  law  is 
marshalled  (Gal.  v.  19,  20,  21). 

In  a  word,  the  Church  and  the  traffic  are  as  completely  and  irre¬ 
concilably  antagonistic  to  each  other,  as  are  light  and  darkness,  or  heaven 
and  hell.  Therefore,  any  alliance  or  connection  between  Church  organi¬ 
zations  and  the  traffic  must  necessarily  be  corrupt  and  hell-born.  Such 
alliance  or  connection  could  have  been  effected  only  by  the  powers  of 
darkness,  and  can  be  maintained  only  by  those  powers.  And  this 
corrupt  alliance  or  connection  necessarily  exists,  so  long  and  so  far  as 
the  Church  patronizes  the  traffic,  by  the  purchasing  of  intoxicating 
wine  for  Sacramental  purposes.  In  the  Temperance  Bible-Commentary , 
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at  page  286,  it  is  calculated  that,  in  Great  Britain  alone,  the  quantity 
of  the  poison,  alcohol,  consumed  every  year  at  Sacramental  Tables,  is 
about  25,000  gallons,  representing  five  times  as  many  gallons  of  wine, 
purchased  at  a  cost  of  £75,000  ;  so  that  even  the  pecuniary  support  thus 
given  to  the  traffic  is  not  inconsiderable.  But  it  is  the  moral  support 
thus  given  to  it  which  is  chiefly  to  be  lamented.  This  is  incalculable. 
The  Church  could  confer  no  higher  honor  upon,  and  could  render  no 
stronger  moral  support  to,  the  traffic,  than  she  does  when  purchasing 
alcoholic  wine  for  the  Table  of  the  Lord.  We  defy  the  ingenuity  of  man 
or  devil  to  conceive  any  higher  honor  or  stronger  moral  support  than 
this.  As  Christians,  we  seek  to  cast  the  body-and-soul-destroying  traffic 
out  of  the  Church  ;  as  patriots,  to  cast  it  out  of  the  nation  ;  as  philan¬ 
thropists,  to  cast  it  out  of  the  world.  When  asked  why  we  seek  the  total 
annihilation  of  the  traffic,  our  ready  reply  is,  because  it  is  essentially 
immoral.  Immoral  !  exclaim  its  upholders.  How  can  it  be  immoral, 
when  the  Church  requires  it  to  furnish  one  of  the  elements  to  be  used 
in  one  of  her  sacred  ordinances  ?  We  reply,  God  forbid  that  the  Church 
of  our  Redeemer  should  for  any  purpose,  or  to  any  extent,  be  dependent 
upon  the  infernal  liquor- traffic  !  The  gradual  and  successful  leading  of 
the  Church  into  this  amazingly  false  attitude  with  regard  to  this  traffic 
will  yet  be  universally  recognized  as  about  the  mightiest  achievement  of 
the  father  of  lies  since  his  first  triumph  in  Eden.  We  hold,  therefore,  that 
the  rescuing  of  the  Church  from  this  false  and  degraded  position,  so  as  to 
render  her  capable  of  marshalling  her  forces  fully  on  the  side  of  heaven 
against  what  Mr.  Moody  truthfully  calls  the  “  hellish  traffic,”  is  one  of 
noblest,  grandest,  and  most  important  enterprises,  that  any  company  of 
the  Sacramental  host  could  undertake. 

2. — Fitness  of  Symbol. 

Every  true  interpreter  of  Scripture  and  expounder  of  Christianity 
maintains,  that  there  is  no  real  antagonism  between  the  requirements 
of  the  Word  of  God  and  the  dictates  of  enlightened  reason.  But  en¬ 
lightened  reason  utterly  repudiates  the  idea  of  a  poisonous  fluid  being 
a  fit  symbol  of  the  life-giving  blood  of  the  Redeemer.  It  is  easy  to  see 
that  bread,  wholesome  bread,  digestible  bread,  blood-making  bread, 
life-sustaining  bread,  is  a  most -or  . ropriate  symbol  of  the  sacred  body 
that  was  “  bruised  ”  an  *  "  for  si  ,  t  not  its  own.  B  it  bread 

impregnated  with  pois  .  r  'bdjgesW  le.  i  -  a/  :  B  f  :  iking 

blood,  disease-pro  u  .  tening,  I  j  rested  with 

scorn  as  unfit  for  use  at  anj  time,  but  abovi  in  \  acred  ordinance  &s 
a  symbol  of  the  sinless  body  which  never  saw  corruption.  And  it  is 
equally  easy  to  perceive  and  admire  the  rationality  of  appointing  and 
using  wine,  wholesome  wine,  digestible  wine,  blood-making  wine,  life- 
sustaining  wine,  as  a  symbol  of  the  sacred  blood  shed  for  the  life  of 
sinners.  But  reason  at  once  scornfully  rejects  the  offer  of  poisonous, 
unwholesome,  indigestible,  non-blood-making  disease-producing,  life¬ 
shortening,  soul-destroying  wine,  as  a  symbol  of  the  life-giving  blood  of 
“  the  Lamb  of  God,  that  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world  (Jobni.  29).” 
The  former  is  a  truthful  description  of  the  unfermented,  unintoxicating, 
“  fruit  of  the  vine  ”  ;  the  latter  is  an  equally  truthful  description  of 
every  kind  of  fermented,  intoxicating  wine.  The  former  most  appro- 
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priately  symbolizes  health,  life,  and  immortality  :  the  latter  is  a  fitting 
symbol  of  physical  and  moral  disease,  death,  and  destruction.  No  one 
but  a  mere  ignoramus  in  the  chemistry  and  physiology  of  this  question 
could  exhibit  such  a  mixture  of  ignorance  and  profanity  as  to  teach,  as 
some  professors  of  Theology  and  ministers  of  the  Gospel  have  done,  that 
the  presence  of  the  narcotico-acrid  poison,  alcohol,  as  a  mirth-producer, 
is  necessary  in  the  wine  to  make  it  fitly  symbolize  the  joys  of  salvation, 
secured  through  faith  in  the  atoning  blood.  It  is  quite  true  that  alcohol, 
like  other  poisons  of  its  class,  when  imbibed  into  the  human  system, 
produces  an  abnormal,  delirious,  impure  mirth  for  a  time  ;  but  such 
mirth  is  of  the  kind  described  by  tbe  wise  man  as  “the  laughter  of 
fools,  which  is  like  the  crackling  of  thorns  under  a  pot  (Eccles.  vii.  6).” 
From  such  unnatural  and  impure  excitement,  exhiliration,  and  joy, 
there  is  always  an  unhealthy  reaction,  leaving  both  physical  and  moral 
injury  behind.  It  is  truly  pitiable  to  find  any  one  in  the  position  of  a 
pubMc  teacher  of  the  Christian  religion  so  deluded  as  to  teach  the  mon¬ 
strous  doctrine,  that  the  poison  which  produces  such  unhealthy  and  un¬ 
hallowed  mirth  and  jollity  is  an  essential  element  in  the  wine  that 
should  be  used  to  symbolize  the  joys  of  salvation.  In  the  presence  of 
such  teaching,  given  from  seats  of  authority,  we  may  well  pray  with  the 
godly  Gillespie — Da  lucem,  Domine ,  da  lucem  ! — “  Give  light,  0  Lord, 
give  light  !  ” 

In  all  the  Old  Testament  sacrifices  and  services,  everything  that 
symbolized  the  atonement,  that  typified  or  prefigured  the  sufferings,  the 
sacrifice,  the  wounded  body,  or  the  shed  blood  of  “  the  Lamb  of  God’’ 
was  to  be  pure  and  perfect  after  its  kind,  otherwise,  it  was  unfit  to  re¬ 
present  the  sinless  body  and  blood,  that  even  in  death  and  the  tomb 
“saw  no  corruption  (Acts  xiii.  37).”  Every  animal  offered  in  sacrifice 
was  to  be  “*  without  blemish  and  without  spot” — wholly  free  from  all 
corruption.  And  every  vegetable  product  used  in  any  feast  or  service 
pointing  to  the  atonement  was  to  be  free  from  all  leaven  or  ferment, 
and  from  everything  that  results  from  the  process  of  leavening  or  fer¬ 
mentation  ;  otherwise,  it  was  unfit  to  symbolize  the  body  and  blood  that 
was  never  to  see  corruption,  because  fermentation  is  decomposition  or 
corruption  in  its  incipient  stage.  In  the  light  of  this  Scripture  truth,  the 
beautiful  fitness  of  unfermented  wine,  and  the  abominable  unfitness 
of  fermented  wine,  to  symbolize  the  pure  and  sinless  blood,  become  per¬ 
fectly  manifest.  The  Temperance  Bible-Commentary  well  says — “  Un¬ 
fermented  wine,  on  account  of  its  innocent  and  nutritious  properties,  is 
a  proper  symbol  of  the  blood  of  the  Redeemer  shed  for  the  remission  of 
sins.  But  fermented  wine  is  almost  destitute  of  any  nutritious  property, 
and,  as  containing  the  invisible  but  potent  spirit  of  mischief,  is,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  its  alcoholic  strength,  more  fitted  to  represent  moral  disease 
and  guilt  than  pardon  and  purification.” 

At  the  close  of  Dr.  Norman  Kerr’s  celebrated  Lecture  on  “  Wines  : 
Scriptural  and  Ecclesiastical,”  the  chairman,  Dr.  B.  W.  Richardson,  the 
prince  of  experimental  physicians,  said — “If  there  be  anything  in  what 
you  may  call  similitude  or  pure  symbolism,  as  represented  in  the  use  of 
wine  on  the  solemn  occasion  of  the  Communion,  all  the  question  of 
similitude  turns  towards  a  wine  that  is  expressed  simply  from  the  grape. 
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If  you  take  the  statement,  ‘ this  is  My  blood/  as  meaning  anything 
symbolic,  then  you  have  a  common-sense  view  in  the  similitude  which 
does  really  exist  between  the  expressed  juice  of  the  grape  and  His  blood. 
If  you  look  at  this  table  on  the  wall  showing  the  compositions  of  the  two 
kinds  of  wine,  the  one  fermented,  the  other  unfermented,  you  will  see 
that  the  constituent  parts  actually  of  blood  and  of  the  expressed  wine 
are  strikingly  analogous.  One  of  the  most  important  elements  of  the 
blood,  that  which  keeps  it  together,  that  which  Plato  speaks  of  as  ‘the 
plastic  part  of  the  blood/  is  the  fibrine,  and  that  is  represented  in  the 
gluten  of  the  unfermented  wine.  If  we  come  to  the  nourishing  part  of 
the  blood,  that  which  we  call  the  mother  of  the  tissues,  we  find  it  in  the 
unfermented  juice,  in  the  albumen,  and  that  is  also  present  in  the  blood. 
If  we  come  to  all  the  salts,  there  they  are  in  the  blood,  and  the  proportion 
isnearl}1'  the  same  in  the  unfermented  wine  as  in  the  blood.  And  if  we 
come  to  the  parts  of  the  wine  which  go  to  support  the  respiration  of  the 
body,  we  find  them  in  the  sugar.  Really  and  truly  on  a  question  of 
symbolism,  if  there  be  anything  at  all  in  that,  the  argument  is  all  in 
favor  of  the  use  of  unfermented  wine.” 

3. — Reformed  Inebriates, 

While  the  use  of  the  the  intoxicating  cup  is  improper  for  all,  it  is 
specially  dangerous  to  reformed  inebriates,  and  in  hundreds  of  cases  its 
use  a i  the  Sacramental  Table  has  been  the  cause  of  the  relapse  of  such  into 
former  habits  of  drunkenness.  It  is  a  striking  fact,  to  those  who  have  not 
studied  the  Temperance  qnestion,  that  no  one  can  be  found  anywhere, 
who  was  once  a  confirmed  drunkard,  and  who  is  now  a  reclaimed  man 
and  a  moderate  drinker.  By  a  physical  law,  it  is  impossible  that  such 
a  case  could  exist.  Thank  God,  there  are  now  many  reclaimed  drunk¬ 
ards,  but  they  are  all  teetotalers ;  and  if  they  are  to  remain  reclaimed, 
they  must  remain  teetotalers  for  life.  If  one  of  this  class  should  have 
abstained  for  fifty  years,  this  old,  diseased  appetite  is  not  dead — it  is  only 
sleeping,  ready  to  be  roused  up  in  its  old  demoniac  power  by  the  very 
first  contact  of  the  poison,  alcohol,  with  his  blood  and  nervous  system. 
Now  if  there  be  a  safe  place  on  earth  for  a  such  man,  surely  the  Lord’s 
Table  should  be  that  place.  But  it  is  utterly  unsafe  for  him  to  approach 
it,  while  the  alcoholic  cup  remains  upon  it ;  therefore,  that  cup  should 
not  be  there.  Should  all  such  Christians  as  John  B.  Gough  be  debarred 
for  life  from  the  ordinance  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  because  they  know  they 
cannot  safely,  and  therefore  dare  not,  taste  the  treacherous,  destructive 
poison,  alcohol  %  Sinful,  erring  man,  in  his  ignorance,  pride,  or  bigotry, 
may  erect  and  uphold  such  a  cruel  barrier,  but  no  such  barrier  was 
ever  erected  by  Jesus.  But  the  alcoholic  cup  on  the  Lord’s  Table  is  not 
only  a  barrier,  preventing  reformed  inebriates,  who  like  Gough  have  dis¬ 
covered  its  evil  nature  and  power,  from  approaching  that  Table,  it  is  also 
a  trap  and  snare,  most  ingeniously  and  successfully  laid  by  the  arch¬ 
destroyer  of  our  race,  for  the  downfall  and  destruction  of  reformed  inebri¬ 
ates  who  have  not  discovered  its  essentially  evil  nature  and  terribly 
seductive  power.  What  multitudes  have  been  and  are  being  destroyed 
for  time  and  eternity,  through  the  instrumentality  of  this  very  snare  of 
“  the  Evil  One,”  God  only  knows  !  The  supreme  triumph  of  Satan  in 
this  matter  is  his  using  of  the  Church  to  set  the  snare  for  him,  and  his 
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leading  of  the  reformed  inebriate  into  that  snare  by  the  means  of  a  good 
and  holy  motive  !  As  the  light  progresses,  the  snare  will  be  removed 
or  rendered  powerless  :  “In  vain  the  net  is  spread  in  the  sight  of  any 
bird  (Prov.  i.  17).”  Then,  in  the  name  of  God,  and  for  the  sake  of 
perishing  humanity,  let  us  spread  the  light ! 

On  this  point,  the  eminent  Christian  Physician,  Dr.  Norman  Kerr, 
in  his  lecture  on  “  Wines  :  Scriptural  and  Ecclesiastical,”  says — “  The 
physical  footprints  of  alcohol  on  the  body  and  brain  of  man  can  be 
effaced  by  no  moral  or  religious  agency.  ..  Perverted  nutrition  and  alter¬ 
ed  structure  can  no  more  thus  be  restored  to  their  normal  condition, 
than  can  conversion  replace  a  tooth  which  has  been  knocked  out,  or  an 
arm  that  has  been  cut  off  With  reference  to  the  narcotic  which  4  biteth 
like  a  serpent,  and  stingeth  like  an  adder,’  it  may  truly  be  said  of  the 
tissues  of  the  dipsomaniac,  that  ‘  the  trail  of  the  serpent  is  over  them 
all.’  Some  of  the  rescued  from  the  bondage  of  strong  drink  have  little 
or  no  craving  after  the  first  few  days.  With  more,  the  craving  either 
gradully  subsides  or  is  overcome  by  moral  and  religious  influences.  But 
with  many,  the  craving  is  ever  latent,  and  the  old,  unhallowed  fire  ready 
to  be  rekindled  by  the  smallest  sip  of  the  weakest  form  of  an  intoxicating 
liquor.  The  sore  of  intemperance  but  too  often  leaves  a  scar,  which 
needs  but  a  slight  application  of  the  old  stimulant  to  break  out  afresh 
in  all  its  pristine  virulence.  Not  a  few  victims  saved  through  absti¬ 
nence  from  this  vice,  and  crime,  and  sin  have,  after  manfully  resisting 
the  temptations  of  the  world  for  years,  been  tempted  again  to  ruin  by 
partaking  of  alcoholic  wine  at  the  Holy  Communion  !  Alcohol  is  a 
veritable  physical  demon  which,  once  introduced  into  the  blood  of  many 
a  reformed  inebriate,  even  after  the  lapse  of  a  long  term  of  strict  sobriety, 
may  rage  through  his  veins  like  a  consuming  fire,  and  hurry  him  into  the 
lowest  depths  of  his  long  abandoned  and  sincerely  repented  of  sin.  But 
there  is  a  yet  stronger  reason  for  the  substitution  of  innocent,  unintoxicat¬ 
ing  wine  at  the  Lord’s  Table  in  the  place  of  the  poisonous,  intoxicating  wine 
we,  in  modern  times,  have  been  accustomed  to  use.  The  saddest  phase  of 
the  whole  mournful  subject  of  intemperance  is  the  operation  of  the  dread 
law  of  heredity  in  alcohol.  Not  a  week  passes  in  which  unmistakable 
proofs  of  the  vitality  of  this  immutable  natural  law  do  not  tear  my  very 
heart  strings.  In  one  distressing  case  of  confirmed  inebriety,  which  had 
continued  for  two  y ears,-  a  -pleasant  and  talented  girl  of  the  tender  age 
of  fifteen  owed  her  inherited  disease  to  both  father  and  mother.  In 
another  case,  that  of  a  genial  and  accomplished  scholar,  the  inclination 
descended  from  both  parents.  In  yet  another  instance,  in  the  practice 
of  a  medical  friend,  the  grandfather  had  so  indelibly  stamped  upon  his 
descendants  this  subtle  proclivity,  that  on  the  first  occasion  on  which 
his  grandson,  then  two  years  old,  was  offered  intoxicating  wine,  the 
little  fellow  became  intoxicated.  On  a  review  of  252  cases  of  habitual 
inebriety,  this  was  found  to  be  a  family  failing  with  no  less  than  116. 
That  certain  individuals  are  predisposed  to  excess  in  alcohol,  no  medical 
practitioner  and  no  Christian  minister  should  ever  forget.  Such  can 
abstain  and  can  drink  to  excess,  but  drink  moderately  they  cannot.  To 
me  there  is  no  nobler  sight  on  earth  than  men  and  women,  sometimes 
of  towering  intellect  aud  lofty  aspirations,  struggling  all  their  life  through 
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against  their  concealed  and  hereditary  foe.  All  honor  be  to  them  for 
their  unremitting  and  gallant  efforts  to  keep  their  unrelenting  enemy  at 
bay  ;  but  not  till  life’s  fitful  fever  is  over  dare  they  relax  their  vigilance  ; 
for  so  long  as  the  warm  blood  courses  through  their  veins  does  the  hid¬ 
den  fire  smoulder  in  their  bosom,  and  they  are  ever  ‘  as  a  good  man  with 
dark  strivings  torn.’  For  all  such,  the  only  safety  is  in  absolute  and 
unconditional  abstinence.  The  intoxicating  principle,  found  in  the 
oldest  and  most  delicate  fermented  wines,  as  in  the  strongest  and  most 
fiery  ardent  spirits,  must  be  scrupulously  avoided.  In  every  intoxicating 
draught  lurks  their  implacable  foe.  It  is  for  the  poor,  the  helpless,  and 
the  weak  that  I  plead — not  for  mercy,  but  for  justice  ;  not  for  pity,  but 
for  the  righting  of  a  wrong.  The  repentant  dipsomaniac  and  the  yet  un- 
fallen  hereditary  legatee  of  alcohol  are,  as  a  physician,  my  peculiar  care  ; 
and  to  whatever  there  is  of  honor,  of  equity,  and  of  righteousness  in  the 
visible  Church  of  Christ,  do  I  with  confidence  appeal  to  make  her  most 
sacred  services  safe  for  these  weak  brethren,  by  the  celebration  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper  with  healthful,  innocent,  unintoxicating  wine.” 

At  the  close  of  Dr.  Kerr’s  lecture,  Dr.  B.  W.  Richardson  said — “  I 
cannot  too  strongly  urge  upon  you  the  solemnity  of  that  question  of 
heredity.  I  am  bound  to  say,  that  there  is  nothing  so  serious  in  the 
question  of  the  use  of  alcoholic  drink  as  this  heredity  which  it  implies. 
The  heredity  extends  certainly  to  three  generations,  yet  there  is  a  certain 
hope  about  it.  It  is  not  very  deeply  planted,  and  three  generations  would 
remove  it  altogether  from  the  world;  but,  in  those  cases  in  which  it  is  planted, 
it  is  one  of  the  most  perplexing,  oneof  themostterrible,  of  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  the  physician  who  wishes  to  treat  disease  successfully.  This  heredity 
does  not  simply  implant  physical  evil.  It  implants  mental  evil ;  and  here 
we  physicians  and  divinesstand  together  in  a  remarkable  way.  Letmegive 
you  an  illustration.  Recently  in  our  Medical  Temperance  Society,  we  have 
been  discussing  the  treatment  of  dipsomania,  and  in  the  three  meetings, 
attended  altogether  by  about  ninety  persons,  we  came  to  this  conclusion, 
that  whenever  a  person  gets  a  craving  for  drink,  the  word  of  that  person 
is  worth  nothing.  With  the  production  of  that  craving  for  drink,  there 
is  implanted  a  systematic  form  of  falsehood,  which  becomes  positively  a 
diagnostic  condition  of  the  person  affected.  How  strange  that  this  crav¬ 
ing  should  lead  to  this  singular  moral  effect,  apart  from  all  the  physical 
effects  with  which  it  is  combined  !  But  if  L  am  not  incorrect  in  my 
view,  if  this  moral  effect  extends  downwards  and  becomes  hereditary  in 
those  who  have  been  the  offspring  of  persons  under  these  conditions,  you 
see  how  solemn  becomes  the  question  of  heredity.  As  to  the  practical 
point,  whether  there  is  a  danger  in  this  matter  of  using  intoxicating  wine 
at  the  Sacrament :  Yes,  I  say  there  is.  I  say  the  danger  is  very  great 
indeed  in  regard  to  a  considerable  number  of  people.  The  clergy  have 
made  to  them  certain  statements  by  those  who  consult  them,  and  we 
have  too.  The  physician’s  room  is  in  fact  a  confessional.  Very  often 
statements  are  made  to  us  physicians  which  are  made  to  no  others.  In 
respect  of  this  very  question,  hardly  a  month  passes  but  what  someone 
speaks  to  me  on  this  very  point,  which  Dr.  Kerr  has  brought  forward. 
I  could  at  this  moment,  if  it  were  right  to  do  so,  name  at  least  ten  persons 
who  wish  to  accept  the  Communion,  and  who  do  not  go  to  it  from  the 
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fear  lest  they  should  fall  back  into  those  ways  from  which  they  have 
been  rescued,  by  the  influence  of  their  friends  or  physicians  or  from  other 
causes.  I  don’t  know  whether  I  have  ever  known  a  person  myself  to  go 
back  from  that  cause.  I  invariably  tell  them  not  to  run  the  risk,  and, 
therefore,  I  have  not  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing,  and  never  will  have. 
If  a  person  comes  and  asks  me  for  his  body’s  health  to  tell  him  what  is 
right,  and  I  see  a  risk  even  in  his  accepting  that  part  of  the  service  of 
the  Church,  I  tell  him  not  to  take  that  risk,  and  I  always  shall.  It 
remains,  therefore,  for  the  very  careful  consideration  of  all  who  are  in¬ 
terested  in  this  question  whether  they  cannot  meet  those  who  are  work¬ 
ing  as  we  are,  by  the  general  introduction  of  this  particular  form  of 
unfermented  and  harmless  wine  into  the  service.” 

With  his  usual  clearness  and  cogency,  the  Bev.  Dawson  Burns, 
D.D.,  writes — “  Dr.  Kerr  lays  great  stress  upon  the  danger  to  persons 
who  have  once  acquired  the  drink-craving,  or  who  are  predisposed  to  it. 
The  argument  is  as  weighty  as  it  is,  unfortnnately,  broad,  the  number  to 
which  it  is  either  actually  or  possibly  applicable  numbering  hundreds  of 
thousands,  Very  little  like  the  heart  of  the  Divine  Shepherd  must  be 
that  of  any  one  who  would  force  the  intoxicating  cup  on  a  communicant 
at  the  peril  of  his  soul  ■  nor  is  it  any  excuse  for  such  recklessness,  that 
the  defender  of  alcohol  in  the  cup  chooses  to  deny  the  physiological  fact, 
which  all  medical  authority  affirms.  That  the  drink-craving  is  a  disease, 
which  can  only  be  kept  under  by  the  complete  absence  of  the  exciting 
cause,  alcohol,  is  a  truth  which  must  render  every  true  Christian  anxious 
to  avoid  exposing  reclaimed  inebriates  to  so  terrible  a  danger.  This  is 
not  a  case  like  that  discussed  by  Paul,  in  which  he  decides  that  Christians 
who  could  conscientiously  eat  meats  offered  to  idols  should  forbear  to 
eat  them,  if  their  example  caused  others  to  eat  who,  by  eating,  would 
offend  against  their  consciences  :  it  is,  indeed,  all  this,  but  it  is  much 
mom — for  it  is  a  case  in  which,  by  forcing  on  the  reclaimed  the  cup 
which  had  proved  their  curse,  there  is  a  direct  temptation  to  utter  ruin. 
Over  such  a  temptation  demons  may  rejoice  ;  and  the  voice  ot  One  who 
cast  our  demons  may  be  heard  declaring,  i  Whoso  shall  cause  one  of 
these  little  ones  who  believe  in  Me  to  stumble,  it  were  better  for  him 
that  a  millstone  were  hanged  about  his  neck,  and  that  he  were  drowned 
in  the  depth  of  the  sea  !’  But  not  only  have  those  in  whom  the  drink¬ 
craving  may  be  revived  to  be  protected,  but  also  the  greater  number  in 
whom  that  craving:  is  being  formed.  Sad  to  think  that  such  a  fearful 
peril  should  lie  iu  wait  for  any  of  Christ’s  people  at  the  Table  of  the 
Lord  !  When  perfect  safety  can  be  secured,  ought  not  all  Christian 
Churches  to  be  unanimous  in  securing  it  ?” 

Mr.  John  B.  Gough,  iu  one  of  his  Temperance  orations,  delivered 
in  Glasgow  in  1878,  dwelt  on  the  nature  of  the  drunkard’s  appetite, 
which,  he  said,  never  died  out,  and  could  not  be  completely  eradicated, 
even  in  inebriate  asylums.  There  was  no  safety  for  the  reformed  drunk¬ 
ard,  but  in  entire  abstinence  from  all  alcoholic  liquors.  He  said  that  he 
had  not  himself  tasted  such  liquors  for  33  years,  not  even  at  the  Com¬ 
munion  Table.  In  their  Church  at  Worcester,  and  in  hundreds  of 
Churches  in  the  United  States,  they  used  the  pure,  unadulterated  juice 
of  the  grape.  This  unfermented  wine  movement  was  increasing 
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America,  and  he  believed  it  would  increase  here.  (Applause.)  In 
illustration  of  the  evil  effects  of  using  intoxicating  wine  at  the  Lord’s 
Table,  he  would  mention  one  fact,  which  he  thus  narrated  : — A  colonel 
in  our  army,  a  graduate  of  West  Point,  was  an  awful  drunkard.  I 
should  say,  a  periodical  drunkard.  They  say  they  are  the  worst  to  cure. 
Three  or  four  months  he  would  be  sober,  and  then  they  would  notice  he 
would  twitch  his  hands,  shrug  his  shoulders,  be  a  little  nervous,  run  his 
hands  through  his  hair,  sit  first  on  one  seat,  and  then  another — then 
they  knew  they  must  watch  him  ;  but  in  spite  of  all  watching,  he  would 
get  away.  The  man  became  a  Christian.  One  of  the  members  of  the 
Church  was  met  by  a  friend  who  said — “  Colonel  So-and-so  communes 
with  you  to-day.”  u  Yes,  for  the  first  time  in  his  life.”  “  Well  I  rejoice 
with  all  my  heart  he  is  a  saved  man.  What  kind  of  wine  do  you 
use  at  your  Communion?  ”  “  Well,  we  buy  it  at  the  stores.”  “  What, 
you  don’t  mean  to  tell  me  you  use  the  common  wine  of  commerce  at  the 
Communion  ?  ”  “  Well,  we  get  it  at  the  stores.”  c>  Then  I  am  afraid 

for  the  Colonel.”  “  Oh,  nonsense  !  ”  That  man  sat  at*  the  Communion 
Table,  as  honest  a  Christian  as  ever  sat  down,  to  show  forth  the  Lord’s 
death  till  He  come — honest,  true,  and  sincere.  The  wine  came  to  him  : 
he  swallowed  a  portion  of  it,  and  it  was  noticed  that  he  kept  the  cup  to 
his  lips  longer  than  usual.  He  went  out  and  got  drunk.  And  in  ten 
days  he  was  dead ;  and  in  less  than  two  weeks  from  his  Communion  they 
buried  him.  The  one  glass,  or  the  one  drop,  aroused  the  demon  into 
fury  ;  and  that  is  a  disease,  and  he  could  not  help  it.  The  drinking  he 
could  help,  but  the  result  he  eoulcl  not  help.  You  cannot  help  it,  when 
you  take  it  into  your  system.  (Applause.) 

The  Rev.  Wm.  Reid,  D.D.,  in  whose  large  and  influential  con¬ 
gregation,  in  Edinburgh,  unfermented  wine  is  now  used,  narrates 
dozens  of  cases  of  danger,  injury,  or  ruin  to  reformed  inebriates, 
which  have  come  under  his  own  observation  or  been  communicated 
to  him  from  authentic  sources.  In  fact,  every  earnest  minister  of 
the  Gospel,  who  has  given  this  matter  anything  approaching  to  due 
attention,  can  now  relate  case  after  case  of  the  melancholy  results 
of  the  use  of  the  poisonous  cup  at  the  Table  of  the  Lord.  The  Rev. 
Newan  Hall,  LL.B.,  in  whose  Congregational  Church,  in  London, 
numbering  1,500  communicants,  unfermented  wTine  has  been  used 
since  1876,  when  giving  reasons  from  the  pulpit  for  banishing  the 
intoxicating  cup  from  the  Lord’s  Table,  adduced  a  number  of  start¬ 
ling  instances  of  the  relapse  of  reformed  inebriates  through  the  use 
of  alcoholic  wine  at  the  Communion.  He  also  mentioned  the  case 
of  his  own  father,  Mr.  John  Vine  Hall,  author  of  the  Sinner's 
Friend ,  who  as  a  deacon  or  elder  had  for  thirty  years  handed  the 
elements  to  other  communicants,  but  dare  not,  during  all  that  period, 
taste  the  wine  himself.  Canon  Wilberforce  declares,  that  he  has 
known  instances,  terribly  real  and  undoubted  instances,  in  which 
men  by  partaking  of  intoxicating  wine  from  the  Sacramental  cup 
were  started  on  their  downward  course  to  dishonored  graves,  and 
that,  therefore,  they  use  only  unfermented  wine  in  the  Church 
over  which  he  presides  in  Southampton.  He  adds — **  If  it 
comes  to  be  a  question  whether  the  intoxicating  wine  or  the  Chris- 
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tian  shall  be  banished  from  the  Table  of  the  Lord,  I  cannot  hesitate 
a  moment  as  to  which  shall  go.” 

4. — Juvenile  Abstainers. 

In  onr  families,  schools,  Bands  of  Hope,  and  Juvenile  Templar 
Lodges,  we  feel  thankful  to  say,  we  have  now  thousands  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  young  people  who  have  never  tasted  alcoholic  drink.  Is  it 
right  that  these  young  ones,  these  lambs  of  the  flock,  when  they 
become  influenced  to  make  a  public  profession  of  their  faith  in  and 
loyalty  to  their  Lord  and  Saviour,  should  be  constrained  to  take 
their  first  draught  of  the  drunkard’s  drink  at  the  Table  of  the  Lord  ? 
Surely  every  reflecting  Christian  will  say — No  !  a  thousand  times 
no  !  There  is  a  power  in  being  able  to  say,  “  I  have  never  tasted 
the  drunkard’s  drink,  and  with  God’s  help  I  never  shall  taste  it,” 
which  is  sadly  weakened  when  the  strange  words  have  to  be  added, 
“  except  at  the  Lord’s  Table.”  It  is  a  standing  reproach  to  the 
Church,  that  such  a  statement  should  have  to  be  made  by  any  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Church.  For  the  sake  of  the  King  and  Head  of  the 
Church,  and  for  the  safety  and  welfare  of  the  lambs  of  His  flock, 
let  that  reproach  be  speedily  swept  away  ! 

5. — Educational  Influences. 

In  our  families,  schools,  lodges,  and  societies,  we  are  busily  and 
successfully  teaching  young  and  old  the  important  truth,  that  it  is 
physically  and  morally  wrong  to  drink  alcoholic  liquors.  When 
those  who  are  being  thus  instructed  go  on  Sacramental  Sabbaths  to 
congregations  where  the  intoxicating  cup  is  used,  see  it  poured  out 
and  drunk,  hear  prayers  offered  and  sacred  words  pronounced  over 
it  by  ministers  whom  they  esteem  and  love,  the  educational  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  occasion  is  powerfully  antagonistic  to  our  Temperance 
teaching.  But  all  such  influence  is  as  powerfully  upon  the  side  of 
our  Temperance  labors  in  congregations  where  the  unintoxicating 
“  fruit  of  the  vine”  is  used  and  the  ministers  understand  the  Bible 
wine  question.  It  is  impossible  to  over-estimate  the  importance  of 
this  point  in  its  direct  bearing  upon  the  progress  and  triumph  of  the 
Temperance  cause.  It  would  be  absurd  to  think  of  Christians  be¬ 
lieving  it  to  be  wrong  for  them  to  use  at  their  own  tables  any  kind 
of  bread,  which  they  believe  it  right  to  use  at  the  Lord’s  Table  ;  and 
it  is  equally  absurd  to  think  that  we  can  ever  bring  reflecting  Chris¬ 
tians  generally  to  hold  it  wrong  for  them  to  have  the  intoxicating 
cup  on  their  own  tables,  while  they  believe  it  right  to  retain  it  on 
the  Lord’s  Table.  We  may  talk  grandiloquently  in  our  public 
meetings  about  sweeping  the  drink-curse  from  our  land,  but  this  can 
never  be  done,  and  as  Christians  we  may  rejoice  that  it  cannot, 
without  the  aid  of  the  Churches,  ministers,  and  people.  But  we 
can  never  have  their  constant  and  efficient  aid  till  we  begin  at  the 
centre,  the  very  house  of  God  ;  and,  having  purified  the  sacred  place, 
let  us  work  outwards  from  that  centre  of  influence  and  strength. 
How  can  we  hope  to  succeed  while  the  enemy  is  entrenched  both 
before  and  behind  us  ?  Let  us  banish  the  poison  from  the  Table  of 
the  Lord,  and  we  shall  have  the  smile  and  success-giving  blessing 
of  Heaven  upon  our  various  Temperance  efforts,  in  a  way  that  we 
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can  never  receive  so  long  as,  through  either  ignorance  or  moral 
cowardice,  we  allow  the  foe  to  retain  that  central  position  of  honor 
and  power,  which  it  has  so  long  unlawfully  occupied. 

6. — Conscientious  Scruples. 

No  enlightened  teetotaler  can  partake  of  the  poisonous  cup  at 
the  Lord’s  Supper  without  a  concientious  scruple,  more  or  less 
strong  according  to  his  knowledge  on  the  subject ;  but  no  one  can 
have  any  i^asonable  conscientious  scruple  against  the  use  of  the  un¬ 
intoxicating  “  fruit  of  the  vine  therefore,  the  offensive  cup  should 
be  banished  at  once  and  for  ever  from  the  sacred  place.  It  is  any¬ 
thing  but  creditable  on  the  part  of  the  considerable  number  of  min¬ 
isters  and  Church  members  who  now  boast  that  they  have  no  con¬ 
scientious  scruples  on  the  subject,  that  they  can  partake  of  either 
the  intoxicating  or  unintoxicating  cup  with  a  good  conscience,  and 
that  they  are  quite  ready  to  use  either  the  one  or  the  other,  accord¬ 
ing  as  it  promotes  peace  and  harmony  in  their  respective  Churches. 
This  latitudinarian  liberality  of  conscience  must  arise  from  either  in¬ 
difference  or  ignorance  as  to  what  is  the  mind  or  will  of  God  on  the 
subject.  When  it  arises  from  indifference,  it  is,  of  course,  highly 
reprehensible  ;  and  when  it  arises  from  ignorance,  it  is  scarcely  less 
so,  seeing  that  the  means  of  learning  the  truth  on  the  subject  are 
now  so  accessible  to  all.  Let  any  earnest  disciple  of  Jesus  give  but 
a  very  little  attention  to  the  important  question,  and  he  will  no 
longer  be  without  conscientious  scruples  against  patronizing  the 
liquor  traffic  and  encouraging  the  drinking  customs,  by  using  the 
cup  which  mocks,  deceives,  bites,  stings,  poisons,  maddens,  and 
destroys,  at  the  Table  of  the  Lord. 

7. — The  Grand  Anomaly. 

The  grand  anomaly  of  our  paradoxical  world  is  the  Church  of 
Christ  placing  upon  her  Sacramental  Tables,  as  an  emblem  of  the 
sacred  blood  shed  to  save  men  from  all  sin,  the  very  substance  which 
is  the  cause  of  more  sin  than  any  other,  we  might  say  than  all  others, 
in  existence  !  The  drink,  whose  ordinary  associations  are  sensual, 
carnal,  wicked,  devilish,  is  the  drink  of  all  others  which  the  Church 
associates  with  the  most  solemn  and  impressive  service  of  her  holy 
religion  !  No  wonder  a  working  man  said  to  the  writer  some  time 
ago,  that  he  felt  it  was  “  time  the  Church  was  free  from  the  smell 
of  the  public  house.”  So  long  as  the  Church  maintains  this  grand 
anomaly,  so  long  will  she  continue  to  be  the  most  guilty  party  in 
prolonging  the  existence  of  the  foul  and  fiendish  liquor-traffic. 
“  How  long,  0  Lord,  how  long'!’5 

“  Pure  was  the  Lamb  for  sinners  slain,  from  spot  or  blemish  free ; 

And  free  from  every  sinful  stain,  0  let  our  offerings  be  ! 

How  can  we  deem  the  drunkard’s  wine, 

A  fitting  type  of  love  Divine  ?” 

IV. — DISTURBING  THE  PEACE  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

I 

When  we  successfully  advocate  the  displacing  of  the  poisonous 
wine,  which  “  is  a  mocker,”  which  “biteth  like  a  serpent  and  stingeth 
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like  an  adder,”  by  the  innocent,  nutritive  “  fruit  of  the  vine,”  on  the 
Table  of  the  Lord,  we  are  sometimes  angrily  charged  by  some  of  our 
fellow-Christians  with  disturbing  the  minds  of  communicants,  and 
marring  the  peace  of  the  Church,  about  a  mere  trifle.  If  our  op¬ 
ponents  consider  it  a  trifling  matter  as  to  what  kind  of  wine  is  used 
at  the  Table  of  the  Lord,  we  respectfully,  but  earnestly,  ask  them 
not  to  stand  upon  a  mere  trifle,  but  to  yield  to  our  urgent  entreaty 
and  remove  the  intoxicating  cup  for  the  sake  of  the  peace  of  the 
Church.  We  do  not  think  it  a  trifle,  and,  therefore,  we  cannot  yield 
and  preserve  a  good  conscience  towards  God  and  man.  We  are 
not  insensible  to  the  blessing  of  peace,  if  it  be  true  peace.  We 
desire  and  pray  for  ourselves  and  others,  that  at  the  Lord's  Table 
our  minds  and  hearts  may  be  so  absorbed  with  the  great  things 
signified  by  the  bread  and  wine,  that  we  may  be  quite  unconscious 
of  the  quality  of  the  mere  symbols  we  are  using.  At  the  Communion 
Table  is  not  the  time  or  place  to  examine  the  quality  of  the  material 
elements  used.  But  there  are  proper  times  and  places  for  examining 
anything  that  concerns  the  purity  of  the  Church  and  the  progress 
of  any  good  cause  ;  and  it  is  our  bounden  duty  to  make  such  ex¬ 
amination  in  the  proper  time  and  place,  as  we  hold  we  are  now 
doing. 

In  common  with  all  Christians,  we  long,  labor,  and  pray  for 
universal  and  permanent  peace,  for  the  triumphant  and  unchallenged 
reign  of  the  Prince  of  Peace.  With  all  our  hearts  and  souls  we 
love  peace,  but  not  at  any  price.  Peace  is  too  dear,  when  purchased 
by  the  betrayal  of  truth  and  the  sacrifice  of  principle.  We  intense¬ 
ly  love  Divine  truth,  and  earnestly  seek  to  learn,  obey,  and  spread 
it,  and  in  doing  so  we  feel  sure  we  do  not  unjustifiably  disturb  any 
kind  of  peace  that  should  remain  undisturbed  ;  for  truth  and  heaven- 
born  peace  are  always  harmonious  and  never  disturb  each  other. 
Let  our  opponents  point  out  where  we  are  in  error  if  they  can,  and 
we  shall  accept  the  light,  and  endeavor  to  walk  in  it.  But,  as  leal- 
hearted  soldiers  of  the  Cross,  when  the  interests  of  truth  and  the 
purity  of  the  Church  upon  any  important  question  are  at  stake,  we 
trust  we  shall  never  be  deterred  by  any  influence  from  taking  a  bold, 
decided,  open  stand  on  the  side  which  we  discover  to  be  right. 
Most  certainly  we  shall  not  be  greatly  moved  by  the  mere  scolding 
of  those  who  have  no  better  way  of  meeting  us,  than  that  of  de¬ 
nouncing  us  from  pulpits  and  elsewhere  as  disturbers  of  the  peace 
of  the  Church,  no  matter  how  much  bigoted  odium  such  ecclesias¬ 
tical  fulminations  may  raise  against  us.  The  feeling  that  we  are 
doing  what  is  right  in  God’s  sight  compensates  a  thousand-fold  for 
the  painful  annoyance  of  being  misunderstood,  misrepresented,  and 
abused  by  men.  We  would  tremble  for  the  responsibility  of  our 
position  when  disturbing  the  peace  of  the  Church,  if  we  had  any 
doubt  about  the  kind  of  peace  which  we  are  disturbing.  But  we 
know  that  there  are  two  kinds  of  peace,  as  well  as  two  kinds  of  wine. 
There  is  a  true  peace  and  there  is  a  false  peace— a  peace  that  comes 
from  heaven,  and  a  peace  that  comes  from  hell ;  and  it  is  the  latter 
only  which  we  seek  bo  disturb. 
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Our  opponents  are  in  the  habit  of  boasting,  that  they  court  in¬ 
vestigation  regarding  the  principles  and  practices  of  their  respective 
Church  organizations,  because  they  are  founded  on  truth.  They 
are,  therefore,  bound  to  admit,  that  if  the  peaceable  connection 
•which  subsists  between  the  Church  and  the  liquor  traffic  be  heaven- 
born,  it  cannot  be  long  or  greatly  disturbed,  but  only  rendered  more 
secure  and  permanent,  by  a  full  and  fair  examination  of  its  basis. 
It  was  well  said  some  years  ago  by  a  shrewd  old  man  to  a  Belfast 
minister  who  was  deprecating  the  public  discussion  of  this  question 
— “  Well,  sir,  my  opinion  is,  if  the  water  be  clean  a  shake  will  do  it 
no  harm.”  But  if  the  peace  of  the  Church  on  the  matter  in  question 
be  a  hell-born  peace,  it  should  have  been  disturbed  long  ago,  and  we 
are  in  duty  bound  to  disturb  it  as  soon  and  as  much  as  possible,  by 
all  legitimate  means  at  our  disposal.  We  most  firmly  believe,  yes, 
we  know,  if  we  know  anything,  that  it  is  a  hell-born  peace  ;  and 
because  we  do  so,  we  seek  to  maintain  that  commotion  on  the 
subject  now  so  happily  commenced — a  commotion  which  we  know 
will  never  be  allayed,  until  the  Church  universal  banishes  the  in¬ 
toxicating  cup  from  the  Table  of  the  Lord,  as  a  very  considerable 
portion  of  it,  thank  God,  has  already  done. 

Some  of  our  opponents  are  prepared  to  admit,  that  we  have  the 
truth  upon  our  side,  but  for  the  sake  of  peace  they  are  opposed  to 
our  agitation  of  the  question  at  issue  for  some  time  longer.  We 
bold  the  position  of  such  to  be  cowardly  and  contemptible,  and  in 
every  respect  unworthy  of  true-hearted  Christians.  They  import 
the  hateful  principle  of  the  pure  politician,  that  of  time-serving  ex¬ 
pediency,  into  the  affairs  of  the  Church  of  God.  This  principle 
tends  towards  the  worship  of  man  rather  than  of  God;  and,  just  in 
proportion  as  any  man  takes  it  for  his  guide,  he  is  precluded  from 
the  possession  of  that  heavenly  peace  of  soul,  which  every  loyal  ser¬ 
vant  of  God  enjoys.  They  who  take  that  principle  for  their  guide 
are  among  “  the  wise  and  prudent,”  who  talk  so  constantly,  un¬ 
truthfully,  and  uncharitably  of  the  “  injudiciousness  and  intemper¬ 
ance  of  Temperance  advocates.”  How  emphatically  the  Saviour,  by 
implication,  exposes  the  false  prudence  of  such  when  He  says — “  I 
thank  Thee,  O  Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  that  Thou  bast 
bid  these  things  from  the  wise  and  prudent,  and  hast  revealed  them 
unto  babes  :  even  so,  Father,  for  so  it  seemed  good  in  thy  sight 
(Luke  x.  21).”  The  “  wisdom,”  “prudence,”  and  “judiciousness” 
of  these  ecclesiastical  politicans  are  about  the  greatest  hindrances 
to  the  progress  of  Divine  truth  in  and  through  our  modern  Churches. 

We  defy  those  who  admit  that  we  have  the  truth  upon  our  side, 
but  who  say  we  are  wrong  for  disturbing  the  peace  of  the  Church 
by  advocating  our  views,  to  find  any  foundation  for  their  peace 
doctrine  in  the  Word  of  God,  or  in  the  example  and  teaching  of  the 
Saviour  and  His  Apostles.  He  who  was  the  Prince  of  Peace  was  yet 
the  greatest  peace-disturber  that  ever  taught  on  earth.  He  expressly 
says,  — “  Think  not  that  I  am  come  to  send  peace  on  earth:  I  came 
not  to  send  peace,  but  a  sword  (Mat.  x.  34).”  And  again  He  says — 
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“  Suppose  ye  that  I  am  come  to  give  peace  on  earth  ?  I  tell  you  nay, 
but  rather  division  (Luke  xii.  51).”  He  came  into  our  world  to  dis¬ 
turb  and  for  ever  destroy  all  false  peace — that  is,  all  peace  resting  on 
erroneous  or  impure  foundations — and  to  establish  all  true  peace — 
that  is,  all  peace  founded  upon  truth  and  purity,  the  only  kind  which 
can  prove  satisfactory  and  permanent.  “The  wise  and  prudent” 
people  say — “  Let  us  have  peace  now,  and  purity  will  come  by-and- 
bye.”  That  is  the  doctrine  of  the  father  of  lies,  because  the  doctrine 
from  heaven  is,  “  first  pure,  then  peaceable  (James  iii.  17)” — and  this 
is  our  doctrine  on  the  Sacramental  wine  question. 

We  are  the  real  peace-makers  on  the  subject,  for  we  are  pur¬ 
suing  the  only  course  that  can  lead  to  true  and  abiding  peace,  when 
we  honor  and  obey  the  law  and  will  of  God.  The  Psalmist  says, 
“  Great  peace  have  they  that  love  Thy  law  (Psalm  cxix.  165).”  Isaiah 
says,“  The  work  of  righteousness  shall  be  peace  (Is.  xxxii.  17)”; 
and  Jeremiah  denounces  those  who  say,  “  Peace,  peace,  when 
there  is  no  peace  (Jer.vi.  14)” — that  is,  no  true,  and  therefore  no 
abiding,  peace.  Daniel,  in  his  vision,  depicts  a  king  of  fierce  coun¬ 
tenance  and  mighty  power,  of  whom  he  says — “  He  shall  destroy 
wonderfully,  and  shall  prosper  and  practise,  and  shall  destroy  the 
mighty  and  the  holy  people.  And  through  his  policy  also  he  shall 
cause  craft  to  prosper  in  his  hand  ;  and  he  shall  magnify  himself  in 
his  heart,  and  by  peace  shall  destroy  many  :  and  he  shall  also  stand  up 
against  the  Prince  of  princes  (Dan.  viii.  24,  25).”  This  would  not 
be  a  bad  portrait  of  King  Alcohol ;  but  we  adduce  it  here  only  as  a 
proof  of  the  dangerous  nature  of  false  peace,  of  how  it  can  become 
an  instrument  of  destruction — “  By  peace,  he  shall  destroy  many” 
— and  therefore,  of  the  duty  of  arousing  either  individuals  or  com¬ 
munities  out  of  such  peace,  whenever  we  have  the  means  and 
opportunity. 

Our  opponents  sometimes  call  us  “  troublers  of  Israel.”  The 
wicked  king,  Ahab,  charged  Elijah  with  troubling  Israel ;  but  the 
prophet  replied — “  I  have  not  troubled  Israel  ;  but  thou  and  thy 
father’s  house,  in  that  ye  have  forsaken  the  commandments  of  the 
Lord,  and  thou  hast  followed  Baalim  (1  Kings  xviii.  18).”  We  can 
truthfully  make  a  similar  reply  to  the  publicans  and  their  custom¬ 
ers  who  charge  us  wfith  troubling  the  Church.  We  have  not 
troubled  the  Church,  but  they  have  troubled  her — oh  !  how  sorely — 
by  the  false  alliance  which  they  have  established  and  seek  to  per¬ 
petuate  between  her  and  the  infamous  liquor-traffic.  How  is  it 
possible  for  peace  to  be  maintained  between  the  Church  and  the 
traffic?  When  Joram  asked  Jehu,  “  Is  it  peace?”  the  reformer  re¬ 
plied — “  What  peace,  so  long  as  the  whoredoms  of  thy  mother 
Jezebel  and  her  witchcrafts  are  so  many  (2  Kings  ix.  22).”  So, 
when  we  are  asked  to  be  at  peace  on  the  question  .under  discussion, 
we  feel  constrained  to  reply,  What  peace,  so  long  as  the  infernal 
traffic  is  cherished  and  supported  by  the  Churches  of  which  we  are 
members,  the  Churches  that  we  love,  the  Churches  of  our  fathers  ? 
What  peace,  while  the  traffic  is  filling  our  homes  with  weeping. 
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lamentation,  and  woe,  filling  our  workhouses  with  paupers,  filling 
our  jails  with  prisoners,  filling  our  penal  settlements  with  convicts, 
filling  the  place  of  woe  with  ruined  souls,  and  the  Church  looks 
upon  all  with  listless  inactivity  because  she  is  bound  hand  and  foot 
to  and  by  the  traffic?  What  peace,  so  long  as  the  Church  that  we 
love  lies,  like  Samson  in  the  lap  of  Delilah,  in  the  foul,  polluting, 
pestiferous,  treacherous,  destroying  embrace  of  the  traffic,  till  her 
power  to  grapple  with  its  evil  influences  has.  largely  departed  from 
her  ?  What  peace,  so  long  as  both  pulpits  and  pews  in  our  Churches 
are  degraded  by  the  seducing  and  besotting  influences  of  the  traflic  ? 
What  peace,  so  long  as  the  relationship  of  the  Church  to  the  traffic 
remains  “  an  astonishment,  a  proverb,  and  a  by- word  among  the 
nations  (Deut.  xxviii.  37)  ”?  What  peace,  so  long  as  the  name  and 
cause  of  Him,  who  “  though  He  was  rich,  for  our  sakes  became  poor 
(2  Cor.  viii.  9),”  who  suffered  that  we  might  be  happy,  who  died 
that  we  might  live,  are  dishonored  and  injured  at  home  and  abroad, 
in  Christian  lands  and  in  Heathen  lands,  by  the  connection  which 
subsists  between  the  Church  and  the  traffic  ?  Shall  we,  can  we  as 
Christians,  continue  to  witness,  in  silence  and  inactivity,  this  de¬ 
gradation,  this  prostitution,  of  the  Church  of  our  God  and  Saviour, 
at  the  pusilanimous  dictation  of  those  who  say,  “  Peace,  peace,  and 
all  will  be  well  bye-and-bve  ?,?  Ten  thousand  times,  No  ! 

We  say,  regarding  this  vile  enthralment  of  the  Church,  loose  her 
and  let  her  go,  freed  by  the  power  of  Bible  Temperance  truth,  and 
she  will  make  short  work  of  the  “hellish  traffic.”  We  know  and 
rejoice  that,  disenthralled  from  this  and  every  other  hell-born  en¬ 
tanglement,  she  will  yet  arise  in  heavenly  beauty  and  power,  and 
shine  out  gloriously  upon  the  ruins  of  the  traffic  and  of  every  other 
system  of  iniquity,  “  fair  as  the  moon,  clear  as  the  sun,  and  terrible 
as  an  army  with  banners  (Cant.  vi.  10).”  And  because  we  love  her 
with  an  unquenchable  love,  we  desire  with  an  inextinguishable  de¬ 
sire  to  see  her  stand  in  her  proper  attitude,  that  of  uncompromising 
hostility  towards  the  great  national  idolatry  of  the  drink-system, 
in  the  great  war  upon  earth  between  heaven  and  hell.  Is  this  not 
a  right,  a  heaven-born  desire  ?  If  it  be  so,  then  we  ought  to  have  the 
sympathy,  the  support,  and  the  co-operation  of  all  our  fellow-Christians,  in 
honest,  earnest,  energetic  efforts  towards  the  realization  of  the  consumma¬ 
tion  so  devoutly  to  be  wished.  Let  us  all  struggle  courageously  and 
perseveringly,  first  for  the  purity  and  then  for  the  peace  of  the  Church, 
according  to  the  Divine  order.  Let  us  seek  the  inspiration  only  of  the 
heaven-born  motive  of  love  in  the  good  work.  Let  us  use  only  the 
heaven-appointed  instrumentality  of  truth  in  the  momentous  contest. 
Let  us  cherish  throughout  the  conflict,  alike  in  the  hour  of  permanent 
triumph  and  of  temporary  repulse,  the  unwavering,  abiding  confidence, 
that  our  position  is  right  and  true  (we  claim  to  have  demonstrated  that 
it  is  so) ;  that,  consequently,  the  God  of  righteousness  and  truth  is  our 
Gracious  Leader ;  and  that,  therefore,  our  cause  must  yet  attain  a  success 
triumphant,  complete,  and  permanent,  no  matter  what  the  appearances 
may  sometimes  be  to  the  eye  of  ignorant  or  faithless  man,  because  of 
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the  hollow,  local,  temporary,  victories  of  our  united  antagonists,  the 
world,  the  flesh,  and  the  Devil.  “  Have  faith  in  God  (Mark  xi.  22). n 

“  Thrice  blest  is  he  to  whom  is  given  the  instinct  that  can  tell, 

That  God  is  on  the  field  when  He  is  most  invisible. 

Blessed,  too,  is  he  who  can  divine  where  real  right  doth  lie, 

And  dares  to  take  the  side  that  seems  wrong  to  man’s  blindfold  eye. 

For  right  is  right  since  God  is  God,  and  right  the  day  must  win ; 

To  doubt  would  be  disloyalty,  to  falter  would  be  sin.” 


-o- 


BEEE  AND  THE  BIBLE. 


BY  A.  L.  W, 


What  say  you  ?  “  Beer  and  the  Bible  !”  Shame  on  you,  hypocrites,  shame 

Who,  to  shield  your  traffic  unholy,  would  borrow  the  Bible’s  name  ! 

What  concord  has  Christ  with  Belial  ?  or  light  with  the  darkness  drear  ? 

Or  the  temple  of  God  with  idols  ?  and  what  has  the  Bible  with  Beer  2 

Ve  who  thus  hold  up  the  Bible,  do  ye  ever  within  it  look, 

And  ponder  the  sacred  precepts  inscribed  in  that  Holy  Book  ? 

What  read  ye  ?  “  Wine  is  a  mocker,  strong  drink  is  a  raging  ill, 

And  he  who  trusts  the  deceiver  is  a  child  in  wisdom  stiil. 


Look  not  on  the  wine  when  it  shineth,  with  sparkles  of  ruby  light, 
When  it  givetli  its  richest  color,  and  moveth  itself  aright  : 

At  the  last,  it  bites  like  a  serpent ;  of  its  hidden  venom  beware  ! 


Dare  ye  say  that  the  Holy  Jesus  made  by  His  power  Divine, 

For  the  marriage  feast  at  Cana,  the  poison  that  ye  call  wine  ? 
Would  He  change  the  crystal  water,  that  fresh  from  the  fount  had 


Not  so  5  for  His  perfect  wisdom  well  knoweth  our  frame  within  ;  | 

He  lends  no  aid  unto  Satan,  by  the  tempting  of  man  to  sin.  1,,,, .  '■ 

He  knoweth  the  power  of  the  spirit,  which  mounts  to  the  drinker’s  brain, 
And  makes  the  wrhispers  of  conscience,  and  the  dictates  of  reason,  vain. 

Then  between  your  Beer  and  the  Bible,  say,  where  can  the  union  be? 

The  Bible  makes  slaves  into  freemen  :  the  Beer  makes  slaves  of  the  free — 
Slaves  who  would  sell  their  birth-right,  and  all  unto  manhood  dear, 

Home,  kindred,  and  honor,  and  country  !  and  even  their  souls  for  Beer  !  ! 

Yours,  0  !  ye  servants  of  mammon,  yours  are  temples  of  sin, 

With  snares  to  entrap  the  thoughtless,  and  lure  the  unwary  within. 

Crime,  death,  and  disease,  and  sorrow,  ye  spread  o’er  the  land  like  a  flood, 
And  the  gold  that  fills  yours  coffers  is  the  price  of  a  nation’s  blood  ! 
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But  a  curse  is  on  your  treasures,  bitter,  and  deep,  and  low, 

The  curse  of  the  broken-hearted,  wrung  out  from  their  cheerless  woe, 
'Phe  curse  of  the  shuddering  victim,  wdio  knows,  yet  hastes  to,  his  doom, 
Drawn  ever  down  by  the  whirlpool,  whose  depths  are  a  hopeless  tomb 

Ye  faithful  servants  of  mammon,  his  service  has  made  you  strong  ; 

But  Truth  and  Justice  are  stronger  ;  your  triumph  will  not  be  long. 

For  the  light  shines  brighter  and  brighter,  that  is  bringing  a  better  day. 
When  the  nation,  awaking  from  slumber,  will  sweep  your  fetters  away  ! 


